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HE great electrical show has come and gone, leaving 
a vivid picture, in the minds of thousands of people, 
of myriads of dazzling lights, whirring wheels, won- 
derful machinery and new devices, including all that make 





General View of the Electrical Show Held at 


for labor-saving and pleasure-giving in this modern age 
when electricity does such a large part of the world’s 
work. 

The second annual exhibition of the Electrical Trades, 
which was held at the Chicago Coliseum January 14-26, sur- 
passed even the record-breaking inaugural event of 1906 in 
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point of attendance, exhibits and public interest. For two 
weeks the great Coliseum was the center of attraction for 
telephone and electrical men whose wonderful displays, in- 
cluding every known device and apparatus relating to their 





the Coliseum, Chicago, January 14-26, 1907 

fields, were visited by approximately 150,000 people. More 
than 31,000 square feet of space was occupied by exhibitors 
this year, which was a gain of thirty per cent over the 1906 
record. It was the universal opinion, too, that the exhibits, 
as a rule, were of a higher grade of excellence at the exhi- 
bition just closed. In short, the 1907 exposition set a new 
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mark in the industrial shows, and guarantees the perma- 
nence of the annual electrical demonstration, making it the 
big event in the list of Chicago expositions. 

Telephone Day was celebrated Monday, January 21, and 
was the feature of the whole show. The fact that Chicago 
is now the scene of a spirited fight between the Bell mon- 
opoly and Independent interests which are striving to gain 
an entrance and construct an Independent telephone system 
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as befitting such a gigantic enterprise, and nothing was 
lacking to cater to the attendants’ pleasure, comfort and 
instruction. Ellery’s band gave afternoon and evening con- 
certs and the great galleries were crowded by music-lovers 
during the hours the elaborate programmes were rendered. 
The great building was decorated in purple and gold, the 
colors adopted by the Electrical Trades Exposition Com- 
pany, and when ablaze with the light of thousands of elec- 
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in the city added to the general interest, and hundreds of 
telephone men from all parts of the country were present on 
that dav. Most of the leading telephone manufacturing com- 
panies were represented among the exhibitors and were able 
to show the visiting operators the latest things in telephone 
apparatus. Handsome souvenirs were provided and were 
in great demand on Telephone Day. 

The electrical show was conducted on a most liberal scale 


tric lamps presented a spectacle not soon forgotten. Open- 
ing night, January 14, brought 12,000 people to the Coli- 
seum, notwithstanding inclement weather, and each succeed- 
ing day was marked by equally large turnouts. The special 
days attracted special patronage, but did not handicap the 
regular daily attendance. Wednesday, January _ 16, 
was Benjamin Franklin Day, the anniversary of the birth 
of the famous Quaker, who experimented with lightning, a 
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The following day the Northwestern 
Association held its annual meeting. Wednesday 
night the Sons of Jove held what they called a “rejuvena- 
tion,” and the proceedings behind the closed doors of the 
Coliseum Annex were reported to be highly interesting, al- 
though intended to be shrouded in mystery. 

Telephone Day ushered in the second week of the big 
show with a large crowd, the counting machines register- 
ing 15,000 people. It was estimated that a great many 
of this number were telephone men. It was certainly the 
“Hello” feature of the exhibition. Wednesday, January 23, 
was another souvenir day, being in honor of Thomas A. Ed- 


key and a kite-string. 
electrical 
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a dazzlingly white statue of the goddess “Electra,” de- 
signed by John E. Youngberg. Thence ran the aisles lined 
by the various exhibitors, all of whom had handsome 
booths, many of which are shown in connection w ith this 
article. After view ing the wonders to be seen therein the 


visitor usually. was attracted to that part of the hall where 
Prof. W. J. Clarke of Mt. Vernon, N. Y., gave his wonder- 
ful demonstrations, including highly perfected moving pic- 
tures preceded by a set of ‘mechanical slides that demon- 
strated that ‘ ‘moving” pictures do not move at all and that 
the effect is simply an optical illusion. Professor Clarke 
also demonstrated electrical welding, wireless telephony, 
the loud-speaking telephone, the talking arc lamp, the X- 

ray and all of Tesla’s high 





ison. The following day the American Electrical Sales- 
men’s Association held its 
annual convention, and on 


lriday the Illuminating En- 
gineers’ Society held its 
yearly meeting at the Coli- 
seum Annex. 

The management 
nished several new 
tertaining features at the 
show this year, prominent 
among which was the “Elec- 
trical Midway,” at the south 
end of the big building, 
which included attractions 
of various sorts usually 
found in the amusement 
section of fairs and exposi- 
tions. Another interesting 
innovation was a daily paper 
printed at the exhibit of the 
Chicago Edison Company 
on a press driven by elec- 
tricity. Next door was a 
section where marshmallows 
were toasted by electricity 
and this combination may be 
taken as an epitome of the 
entire electrical show. That 
is to say, it included every 
known line of industrial ac- 
tivity and the electric cur- 
rent was the moving spirit of 
it all. The exhibitor occu- 
pying the largest space was 
the Chicago Edison Com- 
pany which, with the Com- 
monwealth Electric Com- 
pany had 3,000 square feet. 


fur- 
and en- 





The Allis-Chalmers and the 
Westinghouse companies 
each had 1,500 feet. The 





telephone manufacturing 
companies were well repre- 
sented and made more com- 


“1 Design of 
plete exhibits than a year 


Poster 


ago, the larger ones taking correspondingly large space. 
“The Billion Dollar Show” was the definition frequently 


used in describing the electrical exposition, as it was es- 
timated that the capitalization of the corporations repre- 
sented approximates that appalling sum. A man with a 
liking for figures noted the fact that ten companies alone 
represented upwards of $100,000,000. As the total num- 
exhibitors exceeded 150, perhaps the billion dollar 
claim was none too extravagant. One every hand was heard 
the opinion expressed that the general arrangement of the 
show was more satisfactory than at the opening event in 
19060 which, of course, was but natural, for experience is 
always profitable. In the center of the Coliseum, where 
it caught the eve of everybody entering the building, was 


ber of 





the 


frequency experiments. 
These lectures and demon- 
strations were free and drew 
large crowds’ throughout 
the exposition. 

C. H. Thordarson, the in- 
ventor, has a theory that it 
is the spectacular things in 
electricity which interest 
the layman, so this year at 
the big show he exhibited 
and operated an_ electrical 
furnace that was quite as 
startling a sensation as the 
ten-foot electric spark he 
showed last year. In this 
new furnace a tremendously 
high voltage of electricity 
was concentrated into a 
small space, which became 
so fiery that more than a 
glance at the flames was 
nearly blinding. It is from 
these that new compounds 
have been created, one of 
which so nearly resembles 
the blood-stained ruby that 
it requires an expert to tell 
the difference between the 
product of the electrical fur- 
nace and the real gem. 

The electrical show this 





year was more than ordi- 
narily rich in wonders and 
novelties. From the appar- 
atus that creates precious 


stones to the machine that 
electrically spanks the un- 
ruly youngster is a long 
stride, but the comparison 
illustrates the possibilities in 
the electrical field and _ all 
were demonstrated in the 
most illuminating, instruc- 
tive and entertaining fashion at the big exposition. 

A feature of the electrical show was the large percent- 
age of women among the visitors who thronged the aisles. 
This was explained by the numerous exhibits which ap- 
pealed to the housewife. There were electric washing ma- 


Chicago Electrical Show. 


chines, sewing machines, ovens, chafing-dishes, embroider- 
ing machines, dough-mixers and countless other devices 


calculated to lighten the burdens of the housekeeper. The 
display of the heavier machinery, such as pumps, motors, 
hoisting cranes, current generators, etc., absorbed the atten- 
tion of the male population of the Coliseum, but the women 
hovered with interest around the electrical devices ranging 
from curling irons to the apparatus to heat the baby’s milk. 
In all these widely divergent fields the exposition was an 
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education along electrical lines for the people, and not only 
a technical education but a revelation in the uses of the 
mysterious force which has been applied so marvelously 
in the last century. 

The exhibitors were no less benefited by the oppurtunity 
to display what they had to offer, and are p!anning already 
for the 1908 show. Brief descriptions are given of some 
of the exhibits as follows: 

The American Clock Company, Chicago, exhibited its 
secondary clock system operating in connection with its 
electric time stamp. The company also illustrated syn- 
chronous time system as perfected for use on telephone 
lines, all of the clocks being governed by one master clock, 
which controls every other 
connected with the system. 
Represented by H. O. Jack- 
son, Ed. S. Eves, G. F. Ran- 
dall, E. E. Flora, H. W. 


Pidgeon and P. J. Hertz. 


The American Electrical 
Novelty & Manufacturing 
Company, New York and 
Chicago, displayed the 
“Everready” batteries. Rep- 
resented by E. G. Weed, as- 
sisted by E. R. Behrend, 


Harry Mandel and M. Is- 
rael. R. E. Bain, Chicago 
manager, also was on duty 
evenings. 

The American Sewer Pipe 
Company, Pittsburg, Pa., 
exhibited vitrified salt-glazed 


clay conduits in various 
multiples. Represented by 
J. M. McClave, E. W. 


Hawke, W. H. Adams and 
W. H. Rook. 

The American Steel & 
\Wire Co., Chicago and New 
York, exhibited a 20-foot- 
high column of all kinds of 
telephone wire; also all va- 
rieties of springs. Repre- 
sented by C. S. Knight, b. 
B. Ayres and Geo. Long, all 
of Chicago, and C. R. Stur- 
devant of Worcester, Mass. 

The Armour Institute of 
Technology, of Chicago, 
exhibited the oscillograph, 
showing varieties of tele- 
phone circuits in the form of 
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of each of two branch exchanges. Twelve telephones were 
connected up, six on each section. The equipment was 
mounted on a raised platform at the rear of the booth, sep- 
arated from the rest of the booth by heavy brass railings. 
A paneled mahogany wall six feet high inclosed the rear 
of the booth, above which were three large electric signs 
showing the company’s name and trade-mark. The color 
scheme of the exhibit was mahogany, green and gold. Novel 
and attractive souvenirs were distributed and the exhibit was 
demonstrated at frequent intervals by the company’s repre- 
sentatives. The exhibit was in charge of H. H. Wood- 
worth, advertising manager for the company, who, together 
with C. L. Fisher, sales manager; J. A. Russell, R. B, Tyler, 
J. E. Fisher, and P. J. Eu- 
banks, of the sales depart- 
ment, and F. Lubberger and 
J. S. Engh of the engineer- 
ing department, were in at- 
tendance during the show. 

The Anti-septic Com- 
pany, Chicago, exhibited its 
Red Cross telephone mouth- 
pieces, designed to eliminate 
the danger of contagion 
from microbes. The device 
was given wide publicity at 
the electrical show, and at- 
tracted the attention of both 
telephone operators and sub- 
scribers. 

The Bigley Telephone 
Company, Chicago, IIl., ex- 
hibited new and rebuilt tele- 
phones and_ switchboards. 
Represented by J. W. Big- 
ley, E. R. Werlin and A. 
Stone. 

The Bryant Zinc Com- 
pany, Chicago, Ill., exhibited 
the Schoenmehl primary 
battery, all kinds of zincs 
and supplies for gravity bat- 
teries, the Chapman light- 
ning arrester and a new cop- 
per connector. Represent- 
ed by A. F. Klink and H. 
J. Hovey. 

W. J. Burns, Chicago, IIl., 
exhibited carbons, lightning 
arresters, cords, Remy steel, 
flashlight signs, R-L_ in- 
sulating compound, Lignum 
vite pulley wheels, switch- 


electrical waves, a variety of boards, cables, rubber 
telephone apparatus, and mouthpieces and magnet 
electrical waves, and_ elec- wire. The Burns’ exhibit 


‘‘Electra’’ The Central 


trical measuring apparatus, 
for demonstrating purposes, all illustrating how the ap- 
paratus is employed in the institute’s laboratories. Profes- 
sor J. E. Snow, assisted by Professors E. H. Freeman and 
C. D. Bowman, represented the school. 

The Automatic Electric Company had an elaborate ex- 
hibit in and 20, section C, and included a 
working of a 100,000-line automatic tele- 
phone system such as the company will install in Chicago 
for the Independent Telephone Company of Chicago, the 
$10,000,000 company recently formed for the purpose of 
operating an automatic telephcne system, serving the entire 
city, under the franchise rights of the Illinois Tunnel Com- 
pany. The exhibit consisted of two of the Automatic Elec- 
tric Company's new “Keith units” of 100 switches each, 
connected by a trunking section and representing a portion 


spaces 19 


“cross-section 


Figure at the 


Electrical Show. 


was represented by W. J. 
Burns, Robt. Burns and Louis J. P. Conway. 

Among many other things in the way of apparatus the 
Central Electric Company, Chicago, IIl., exhibited Okonite 
wire and Manson and Okonite tape; also batteries—dry 
and Edison primary—D. & W. fuse protectors, Vulcan elec- 
tric soldering irons, telephone switchboard lamps and Di- 
electric flux. Represented by F. R. Bryant, H. E. Ericcson, 
A. L. Hancock and W. H. Pearl. 

At the booth of the Central Electric Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Rock Island, Ill., and Chicago, were exhibited the 
Blackhawk batteries and telephone lamps. F. J. Alvin and 
E. W. Dolliver represented the company. 

The Chicago Compound Battery Company, of Chicago, 
exhibited a new type of 2-volt, non-polarizable primary 
battery with porous diaphragm around the zine, preventing 











February, 


MATTHIAS KLEIN: sons 
"LLINEMAN'S Tools 


’ 
Y ‘eweR PIPE 
MERICAN SEWER PIPE CO. 
; CONDUIT S ae 
eensnas orrices PUTTS RG PA 


Chicago 3attery Company, Roth Bros. Company, 
Central Electric and Manufacturing Company. M. Klein & Sons 
Monareh Electrie and Wire Company. Bigley Telephone 
Long Distance Telephone Manufacturing Co. American Clock 
Dean Electrie Company, American Sewe 


’. J. Burns. 
Company American Steel and Wire Company, 
( é re = . . , 
Company. Electric Battery ( ompany. 
r Pipe Company. arlson Manufacturing 


Storage 


Stromberg-c Telephone 


Company, 











* —— «Felepiveny> 


local action on open circuit. The company was represented 
by I. J. Blameuser and N. Kribs. 

Frank Lb. Cook, Chicago, had a large and complete ex- 
hibit of protectors and terminals, and his booth was vis- 
ited by many interested people every day of the big show. 
Frank B. Cook, F. L. Pardee, E. M. Snow, S. C. Harvey 
and J. M. Moore represented the firm during the exhibi- 
tion. ‘The booth of Frank B. Cook was one of the most 
attractive at the Coliseum, and was generally complimented. 

The Dean Electric Company, Elyria, O., exhibited a 
6,400-line multiple section, equipped with full complement 
of answering jacks and individual party automatic indicat- 
ing harmonic ringing keys and 3,000 multiple, various types 
of private branch boards of common battery lamp-signal 


type, a section of magneto switchboard with arrester cabi- 
net equipped for harmonic party line service, the 
Dean harmonic converter with board showing a 


bank of 300 harmonic bells, 
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200-line visual signal, common battery switchboard, a 100- 
line magneto switchboard, compact central energy tele- 
phones, ‘desk stands, etc., and switchboard and telephone 
units of all kinds. Represented by H. W. Foote, V. H. 
Messenger, M. V. Mehren, M. McCoy, Fred Holroyd, G. 
H. Miller and J. H. Bell. 

The General Electric Company, Schenectady, N. Y., ex- 
hibited telephone switchboard lamps ranging in size from 
a grain of wheat up to the Tungsten lamp with 1 4 watts 
per candle power, telephone soldering irons, fuses, tele- 
phone wire, cable, lightning arresters, etc. It was rep- 
resented by E. L. Callahan of the Chicago office, assisted 
by Geo. Osborne of Newark and a corps of eight or ten 
others, including four demonstrators. 

Gillette-Vibber, New London, Connecticut, exhibited the 
company’s new ground clamps and pipe caps. Repre- 
sented by Geo. W. Edge of the St. Louis office. 

The Gould Storage Bat- 








arranged so that the bells 
could all be rung separately 
or at once; a full line of 
harmonic party line common 
battery and_ straight line 
telephones, a show case con- 
taining a full line of Dean 
parts including drops, jacks, 
transmitter parts, relays, 
condensers, ringers, etc., an 
8-party selective line, gongs 
tuned to comprise a com- 
plete octave, a compact wire 
chiefs’ test cabinet with all 
necessary switches, keys and 
meters for making any com- 
bination of tests. The Dean 
company was_ represented 
by W. W. Dean, A. E. Bar- 
ker and R. T. Manson. 

The Electrical Appliance 
Company, of Chicago, dis- 
played a line of Sandwich 
pole changers, duplexers and 
ohmmeters, Eaco telephones 
of all types, 1900 batteries, 
Paranite wire and _ steel 
gains. Represented by F. J. 
Alderson, J. B. McMullen, 
E. C. Brown, H. N. Rem- 
ington, E. R. Behrends, H. 
FE. Sanderson. 

The Electric Service Sup- 
plies Company, of Chicago; 
Philadelphia, Pa., and Keo- 
kuk, Ia., exhibited Keystone 
insulators, Miller guy anchors, Kearney cable clamps, Dos- 
sert solderless joints and Locke porcelain insulators for tel- 
ephone circuits on high tension poles. Represented by W. 
J. Porter, Max A. Berg, P. E. Davenport, E. R. Mason and 
Hugh Adams. 

The Electric 





Storage Battery Compound Company of 
Philadelphia, (with Chicago office at 1425 Marquette 
building), exhibited a great variety of batteries manufac- 
tured be it, ranging from the H-61 with a capacity of 4,800 
amperes for one hour down to the little B. T.. all with 
a capacity of 2% amperes for an hour. All of these bat- 
teries are of the “chloride accumulator” type, extensively 
used in telephone work. Charles Blizard, third vice-presi- 


dent; C. H. Atkins, manager of the Chicago office, and 
Messrs. J. M. S. Waring, district engineer; W. F. Bruer, 
H. 1. Marshall, W. F. Rath, F. W. Hyde and George Neth 


represented the concern. 


The Eureka Electric Company, Genoa, Ill... displaved a 
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The Only Telephone Publication Exhibiting at the Electrical Show. 


tery Company, of New York 
and Chicago, exhibited cou- 
ple types of batteries in vari- 
ous sizes up to the largest 
lead-lined tank and _ plates, 
showing construction. Rep- 
resented by H. N. Pow- 
ers of the telephone de- 
partment at New York, 
assisted by R. H. Watson 
and John E. Eipper of the 
Chicago office. 

The J. Allen Haines 
(Incorporated), 324 Dear- 
born street, Chicago, with 
J. W. Watson, president, 
J. Allen Haines, vice-presi- 
dent, and Dwight Welling, 

mechanical engineer, manu- 
9, ) facturers’ agents, had its ex- 
hibit in space 16, Section C. 
The products of the follow- 
ing companies were ar- 
ranged upon suitable mount- 
ings: The Bishop Gutta- 
Percha Company, Wire and 
Telephone Company of 
America, Dielectric Com- 
pany, Stanley and Patter- 
son, the Dayton Electrical 
Manufacturing Company, 
the Schwarze Electric Com- 
pany, the Clifton Manufac- 
turing Company, the Elec- 
tric Cable Company and the 
Reed Electric Cordage Com- 
pany. The fileniiins represented the J. Allen Haines 
concern: Messrs. H. F. Hammond and F. W. Patter of 
the Wire and Telephone Company of America; H. H. Hun- 
gerford of the Dielectric company; Loyal F. Ross of the 
Dayton Electrical Manufacturing Company, and Messrs. 
Haines and Welling and Geo. A. Collins, A Conro Fiero 
and ©, D. Allen of the J. Allen Haines (Inc.) Company. 
The booth was decorated in white surrounded by Greek 
columns upon which were mounted illuminated globes. 

The exhibit of the Hepburn Telephone Manufacturing 
Company, Chicago, included inter communicating _ tele- 
phones, a new feature of the apparatus shown being a 
switching device with a rotating dial, no push button or 
plug box being required. The device is a switchboard in 
itself and is an integral part of each telephone. Walter L. 
Davis, president, represented the Hepburn company. 

The Holtzer-Cabot Electric Company, Boston and Chi- 
exhibited testing sets, the Flexiphone, ringing and 
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charging motor generators, ringers, inter-communicating 
telephone apparatus and weather-proof telephones. ‘There 
were also, in this exhibit, single-phase A-C motors, D-C 
motors, motor-generator sets, dynamotors used for tele- 
phone ringing, A-C and D-C dentist’s lathe motors, jewel- 
er’s lathe motors, and miscellaneous articles such as watch- 
man’s clocks, single-point telephones, a complete line of 
annunciators of all styles, including burglar alarm annun- 
ciators, telephone extension bells, special vestibule tele- 
phone sets, loud ringing bells for outdoor purposes and sub- 
urban car line service telephones. The MHoltzer-Cabot 
Company was represented by E. R. Harding and F. G. 
Meinema. 

The International Correspondence Schools, Scranton, 
Pa., exhibited books and courses relating to telephone en- 
gineering. John C. Potter, professor of telephone engineer- 
ing at the University of Wisconsin, bought a set of the 
school’s books last Saturday to place in the University li- 
brary, pronouncing them the best he could find. Repre- 
sented by F. H. Tigue and H. S. Hoover of the Chicago 
branch. 

The exhibit of Mathias Klein & Sons was composed of 
a full line of linemen’s tools, and was in charge of Mr. 
John M. Klein, Jr., Mr. Alex. Klein and Mr. Paul Herbst. 

W. N. Matthews & Brother, St. Louis, exhibited the 
Hargis splicing joint, Stombaugh guy anchor, Callahan 
cable roller and:Lima railway telephone jack box. 

The McRoy Clay Works, of Chicago, exhibited a line 
of vitrified, salt-glazed conduits in all multiples. Repre- 
sented by E. F. Kirkpatrick, sales manager. 

The Metropolitan Electrical Supply Company, of Chi- 
cago, exhibited LaSalle dry batteries, wire, guy anchors, etc. 
Represented by W. H. McKinlock, A. Faden, George Liver 
and Fred Saddler. 

At its tastefully arranged booth the Monarch Electric & 
Wire Company, of Chicago, exhibited the Long Distance 
Telephone Manufacturing Company’s apparatus, also con- 
struction material, batteries and wire, comprising the Mon- 
arch galvanized strand and weather-proof iron wire of its 
own make. Represented by Louis Schwab, Henry Schwab, 
A. D. Gillespie, H. FE. Mason, E. W. Kearns, E. W. Cassin 
and E, Culp. 

The National Battery Company, Buffalo, N. Y., exhibited 


a line of batteries for telephone exchanges, house work, 
etc. This company is giving the telephone field a new style 


battery, doing away with buckling. Represented by Ber- 
tram Smith, George S. Berger and A. Otto Heister, all of 
Chicago. 

The National Carbon Company, Cleveland, Ohio, exhib- 
ited an extensive line of carbon, electrodes for electro- 
chemical purposes, carbon brushes for large and small mo- 
tors, dynamos, etc., heavy carbons for smelting purposes 
and for use in electric furnaces of all ‘kinds, and carbon 
batteries. It was represented by N. L. Catabish. 

The Nungesser Electric Battery Company, Cleveland 
and Chicago, exhibited a line of 1900 dry cells, carbon, ete. 
It was represented by Messrs. Thos. G. Grier, general sales 
manager; H. S. Greene and P. J. Cratty. The exhibit also 
included the Acme gas engine battery and the “rapid fire’’ 
line of automobile batteries. 

The Oliver Manufacturing Company, Philadelphia, Pa.., 
exhibited the new Flexiphone. Represented by W. B. Oli- 
ver, Geo. W. Conover and Harry S. Conover. The Oliver 
exhibit attracted much attention from visiting telephone 
men, 

The Peirce Specialty Company, Chicago, exhibited a line 
of construction material, comprising cross arms and house 
brackets in all forms, hammer drills. expansion bolts, cir- 
cle tops, conduits and connectors. Represented by Hunt 
Legnard, A. L. Haase, Harry Ward, R. L. Crane and A. 
Kusel. 

The Rolfe Electric Company, Rochester, N. Y., had an 
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attractive exhibit in charge of its general manager, F. B. 
Patton. 

At the booth of Roth Bros. Company, Chicago, was exhib- 
ited a telephone generator with howler “busy back” and 
ringing bell attachment and a charging set. Represented 
by William Roth. 

The Schwarze Electric. Company, Adrian, Mich., was 
represented by W. E. Cook, secretary, and E. E. Williams, 
business manager. Its line of bells was exhibited by J. 
Allen Haines. (Incorporated.) 

The Stolz Electrophone Company, Chicago, exhibited 
devices for enabling the deaf to hear; also the company’s 
new vibrator, the electrosage, for general massage, aural 
and muscular treatment. Represented by Ernest H. Stolz 
and Willard S. Mears. 

The Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Manufacturing Com- 
pany exhibit was complete, showing all the latest forms of 
telephone apparatus. Among the special features of the 
exhibit was a large map of the United States bordered bv 
electric lamps. In addition to this border additional elec- 
tric lamps were placed at many points upon this map, rep- 
resenting the many operating exchanges installed by the 


Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Manufacturing Company 
throughout the country. It was a novel feature, and at 
night when lighted up attracted wide attention. The ex- 


hibit also included a standard section of a large multiple 
central energy switchboard and private exchange switch- 
boards of various designs and capacities, shown in detail. 
Telephone instruments for both city and country use were 
(displayed in profusion. The following representatives from 
the Chicago office were in attendance: Mr. A. M. Hau- 
brich, Chicago manager; Messrs. Schafer, Stigberg, Hud- 
son and Lewis. The Rochester office was represented by 
Mr. J. P. Cracraft, general sales manager, and Messrs. 
Hague and Oliver. The following salesmen, whose terri- 
tories are in the vicinity of Chicago were also in attendance 
from time to time, and all were there on Telephone Day - 
Messrs. Nate, Myers, Shafer and Menefee. 

The Swedish-American Telephone Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Chicago, had one of the most complete exhibits at 
the Coliseum. The company showed a full line of mag- 
neto telephone apparatus, which was inspected and ad- 
mired by a great many telephone men who made the Swe- 
dish-American booth their headquarters. The company 
was represented at the show by E. B. Overshiner, A. V. 
Overshiner and M. L. Golladay. The Swedish-American 
exhibit was advantageously located in the middle of the 
building and attracted wide attention. 

TELEPHONY was the only publication representing the 
telephone field that exhibited at the electrical show. Its 
booth was visited by many Independent telephone men 
from all parts of the country, who made the TELEPHONY 
camp their headquarters during their stay at the Coliseum. 
TELEPHONY’s booth was stocked with sample copies of the 
journal, which has “the largest telephone circulation in the 
world,” and “A Fight With an Octopus,” the stirring story 
of the Independents’ battle with the Bell monopoly, for 
which there was a big demand. The Telephony Publish- 
ing Company was represented at the electrical show by H. 
B. McMeal, H. D. Fargo, W. H. Graffis, E. M. McMeal, 
Ik. M. Fargo, E. M. Rothelle, H. H. Sundstrom, C. B. Ro- 
senthal, H. A. Downey, E. C. Cross and B. J. Gienger. 

The Universal Storage Battery Company, Chicago, ex- 
hibited a complete line of storage batteries for telephone 
and other purposes. Represented by J. S. Burnet, secretary 


and general manager. 

At its handsome booth the Vote-Berger Company, La 
Cross, Wis., exhibited a ballast-type section of 3,000 line 
common battery board working without any relays, a 300- 
line express board, a full line of common battery and mag- 
neto telephones equipped with new generators of its own 
make; also pendant telephones; a new adjustable ringer in 
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which all adjustments are made with a screw driver, no 
wrench being required; also, the D. & T. anchor. The 
company was represented by W. A. Grimes and A. R. Cal- 
lahan, while Messrs. M. I. Berger and C. D. Enochs also 
were present part of the time. 

The Vulcan Electric Heating Company, Chicago, ex- 
hibited electrically heated tools, comprising telephone sol- 
dering irons of all sizes—a small size for switchboard work 
and another size for branding tools, apparatus, etc., extra 
long and slim tools for repairing connections in multiple 


switchboards. Represented by F. J. Holmes, L. P. Brown, 
G. M. Cox and J. W. Fay. 

The Wilmington Fibre Specialty Compary, Wilmington, 
Del., exhibited fibre in rods and sheets. Represented by 
Geo. W. Edge, who also represented the Morris Electric 
Company of Wilmington. 

The Wire and Telephone Company of America, Rome, 
N. Y., apparatus was exhibited by the J. Allen Haines 
(Inc.) and the company was represented by F. M. Potter, 
Jr., and H. A. Hammond. 


WISCONSIN STATE CONVENTION 


Independent Telephone Men Hold a Successful Meeting at Madison, January 16-77. 
By E. M. Rothelle 


held its annual meeting at Madison, January 16 and 

17. It was a successful convention in every sense of 
the word and the enthusiasm manifested promises an era of 
activity and advancement for the Independent telephone 
movement in the Badger state during the present year. 
There was a good attendance, and the spirit which domi- 
nated the gathering insures growth and progress among 
the Wisconsin members. 

FIRST DAY. 

The convention was called to order by President Richard 
Valentine in Turner Hall at 2:30 o’clock Jan. 16, and the 
delegates were welcomed to Madison by Mayor Schubert, 
who made a happy address that was warmly applauded. 
At that time there were in the hall representatives of more 
than sixty operating companies in the state, officers of the 
International association, officers of associations of other 
states, who had attended the Electrical show in Chicago, 
and many others, including manufacturers and _ supply 
house agents. The roll call showed the following were in 
attendance: 

Richard Valentine, Janesville; E. J. Kneen, Bangor; 
George Byer, Westby; B. J. Anderson, Sun Prairie; J. C. 
Harper, Madison; O. O. Hougan, Stoughton ; H. G. Wil- 
son, Chicago; L. W. Burch, Madison ; W. H. Slingluff, Chi- 
cago; Sam W. Menefee. ‘Chicago ; P. W. Goodman, La 
Crosse : H. S. Greene, Chicago; Chas. T. Ellis, Madison ; 
F. E. Haywood, Madison; J. J. Nate, Minneapolis; J. C. 
Schmidtbauer, Milwaukee; Andrew Lee, Westby; W. S. 
Pearne, Milwaukee; Geo. N. Hidershide, Arcadia; G. C. 
Fricke, Chicago; L. Q. Trumbull, Chicago; H. R. Ritter, 
Madison; F. E. Rotchka, Madison; Chas. Schumaker, Mad- 
ison; Walter Drake, Madison; Clarence Jordalen, Madi- 
son; Harry V. Bartlett, Chippewa Falls; O. A. Spencer, 
Bloomer; H. B. Greve, Kiel; A. A. Paulsen, Kiel; 
E. J. Bates, Chippewa Falls; J. Geo. Schweizer, LaCrosse ; 
R. S. Mitten, Chicago; D. L. Bestor, Mazomanie; Joseph 
F. Faust, Cross Plaines; Wm. H. Graffis, TELEPHony, Chi- 
cago; J. B. Ware, Grand Rapids, Mich.; Chas. S. Norton, 
Indianapolis, Ind.; H. D. Critchfield, Milwaukee : F. =. 
Mainwaring, Gotham; O. P. Swerig, Kagonsa; J. M. 
Moore, Chicago; W. F. Goodrich, LaCrosse; H. C. Winter, 
Madison ; A. W. Larsen, Madison; H. Twedale, Sparta ; 
W. G. Williams, Sparta; C. M. Beebee, Sparta; Geo. Bar- 
num, Juda; H. L. Thompson, Madison; Jno. M. Baer, Ap- 
pleton; F. C. Grant, Janesville; Earl E. Miller, Ivon River ; 
A. N. Crosby, So. Wayne; F. F. Cole, Orfordville ; ©. F. 


, | ‘HE Independent Telephone Association of Wisconsin 


Gaarde, Orfordville; W. J. Bell, Deerfield; C. H. Goodrich, 
Ft. Atkinson; H. H. Moehlenpah, Clinton ; J. E. Fisher, 
Chicago; Jno. S. Donald, Mt. Vernon; Frank Pierce, Craw- 
ford, Neb.; Frank G. Moore, Mt. Vernon: F. J. Kimball : 


W. P. Hyland; John O. Thomas, Franksville; B. H. Wells, 
Milton; Edward Cleary, Antigo; Wm. Vanheidellsworth, 
Racine; J. A. Murray, Baraboo; W. T. Sparks, Lodi; J. N. 
Schmidt, Prairie du Lac; C. F. Lamboley; Fred M. Cole, 
Ashland; W. Tasher, Mt. Vernon; E. C. Koch, Mt. Ver- 
non; F. W. Hoyt, Madison; A. C. Hoppman, Madison; H. 
C. Hackney, Delavan; Ole Fortney, Utica; W. R. Chip- 
man, Morrisonville; L.. A. Goebel, ‘Mt. Horeb; P. M. Knox, 
Madison; Jno. C. Meile, Waunakee; W. M. Curtiss, Tre- 
vor; J. D. Harring, Chippewa Falls; Thos, A. Roycraft, 
Adams Co. Metallic Tele. Co.; A. S. Baker, Evansville ; 
E. A. Quarfot, Chicago; C. J. Kunn, Columbus; E. C. 
Thiessen, Leeds; Jno. E. Larson, Leeds; H. J. Kroncke, 
Poynette; G. W. McMillen, Ft. Atkinson; Jno. N. Hager, 
Ft. Atkinson; A. M. Webb, Ft. Atkinson; Nath. Heine- 
mann, Wausau; W. A. Christians, Johnson Creek; John 
Burinkott, Pine Bluff ; F. B. King, Richland Center; A. C. 
King, Richland Center ; A. A. Mickelson, Black Earth: K. 
J. Bemis, Janesville ; C. H. Walker, Brooklyn ; R. Hansen, 
Chicago; J. W. Coon, Edgerton; A. McIntosh, Edgerton ; 
F. W. McKinney, Edgerton; John Harrington, Wyoma; 
F. H. Runkel, Portage; H. H. Fullmer, Portage; J. E. 
Miller, De Forest; E. A. Johnson, Columbia; J. C. Knom, 
Sauk City; G. W. Leyda, Evansville; A. V. Ward, Cleve- 
land, O.; Chas. Gorst, Baraboo; W. H. Carey, Footville; 
Chas. G. Gratiot, Shullsburg, Mo.; J. N. Dahlen, Mt. Ho- 
reb; Fred Smith, Watertown; J. H. Miller, Verona ; A. G. 
Miller, Verona ; Oscar O. Quaie, Mt. Horeb ; H. B. Foret, 
Deerfield ; J. c Murdock, Broadhead; J. H. Rowe, Barne- 
veld; A. H. Dahl, Westby. 


President Valentine delivered his annual address which 
showed the improved conditions in Wisconsin since a year 
ago. He added that the meeting was called mostly in the 
interest of President H. D. Critchfield of the Milwaukee 
Independent Telephone Company and the Wisconsin Inde- 
pendent Long Distance Telephone Company. President 
Valentine also explained the litigation being carried on to 
enforce the discrimination rate bill passed by the last leg- 
islature, and was followed by Attorney F. C. Grant of 
Janesville, who was the attorney of record in the matter 
and spoke on the legal status of the bill. 

Mr. J. B. Ware, of the Michigan State Independent 
Telephone Association, spoke of the Independent growth 
in Michigan and the referendum elections in Canada, where 
a large majority of the municipalities voted to install long 
distance lines and exchanges under municipal ownership. 
Mr. Ware also explained the successful operation of the 
Michigan Independent Telephone Association’s clearing 
house under the supervision of its traffic association. 

It was expected that Mr. Critchfield would have arrived 
from Milwaukee, but a telegram announcing his illness was 








received and stated he would arrive at 6 p.m. The session 
was therefore adjourned until 8 p. m. 

The evening session was called to order at 8 p.m. Mr. 
Critchfield arrived as expected and addressed the conven- 
tion, presenting the intentions of both the Milwaukee Inde- 
pendent Telephone Company and the Wisconsin Independ- 
ent Long Distance Telephone Company for 1907, and an- 
nouncing that the long distance company was ready to take 
contracts at once for long distance connections with lines 
which would be immediately constructed. 

The address of Mr. C. S. Norton, secretary of the In- 
diana State Association, on “District Organization” was 
greatly appreciated, after which the meeting adjourned to 
10 a. m, the following day. On motion, those present, rep- 
resenting each congressional district of the state, were in- 
structed to decide on their representatives for each of the 
committees representing the clearing house committee, the 
committee on district organization, the committee on nomi- 
nations, and the committee on membership, and to hand in 
the same by 9 a. m., Jan. 17. 

SECOND DAY. 

At 10:55 a. m., the meeting was called to order by Presi- 
dent Valentine. A resolution was presented by Mr. Critch- 
field and was adopted, as follows: 

“Resolved, That this association amend its constitution 
and by-laws so as to allow all individuals who are interested 
with the Independent telephone companies of the state of 
Wisconsin to become members of the Independent Tele- 
phone Association of Wisconsin when recommended by 
the executive committee.” 

Mr. Norton of Indiana very ably explained the forma- 
tion and operation of the Indiana State Association. Mr. 
Ware of Michigan also explained the formation of the 
Michigan State Association. It was then moved to ad- 
journ, and all members of the district committee were re- 
quested to meet immediately. 

When the convention re-assembled at 2:30 Mr. J. B. 
Hoge of Cleveland, president of the International Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association, addressed the convention 
until the departure of his train. Mr. J. C. Harper of Madi- 
son, chairman of the committee on district organization, 
then presented the following report which was adopted: 

Ist. We invite and urge every Independent telephone company 
of the state to at once affiliate with this, the Independent Telephone 
Association of Wisconsin. 

2d. We recommend the immediate organization by congressional 
districts of all Independent companies. Where not feasible so to do, 
to combine those districts according to the recommendations of the 
presidents of such districts. 

3d. We recommend that within thirty days all districts as sug- 
gested meet in convention and effect temporary organizations with 
a view to making the same permanent at the time of the adjourned 
meeting of the state association, each district convention to adjourn 
its convention and meet at the said state meeting. 

4th. We recommend the securing at once of a state organizer to 
work under the state association and assist the officers of the dis- 
— that quick and effective district organization may be com- 

eted. 

4 sth. We further recommend that the state association raise and 
appropriate the sum of $2,000, to pay the expense, or such portion 
thereof as is necessary, to complete the organization of districts as 
outlined. 

6th. We recommend that each district chairman call said con- 
vention at such time as the state association officers may designate, 
that the organizer and other leaders may be present and that 
uniform action may be had so far as possible. 

Remarks were then made by several members on the re- 
ports, and the committee on organization was empowered 
to collect $2,000 in a manner aside from dues or assess- 
ments on the members. 

The committee on nominations advised that its report 
would be made at the adjourned meeting of the association 
and the committee was ordered continued. 

The committee on clearing-house reported as follows: 

“Your committee on clearing-house beg leave to submit 
the following: That, after considerable talk with Mr. Nor- 
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ton of Indiana, we find that we favor the idea of a clearing- 
house for the handling of long-distance or toll line business, 
the same to be of mutual origin, consisting of the different 
companies, but the form and conditions of such origin can- 
not be perfected without much work and _ forethought. 
There not being time, we ask to have your committee on 
organization instructed to appoint a clearing-house com- 
mittee of three and that the state organizer be one of that 
committee to take up the matter.” 

The report was adopted. 

The committee on membership reported as follows: 

“Your membership committee recommend that the mem- 
bership fee be reduced to $2, and the annual assessment to 
be not more than one cent for each telephone operated by 
the company and one cent per each mile of toll line.” 

The committee on membership was ordered continued 
until the adjourned state meeting and that a committee of 
three be appointed on amendments to the constitution to 
report at the adjourned meeting. The chair appointed on 
this committee, Messrs. Critchfield, Harper and Goodrich. 
After general discussion, the convention was adjourned 
to meet on March 7th and 8th in the same hall if possible, 
at Madison, Wisconsin. 

A hearty vote of thanks was tendered the Dane County 
Telephone Company for the use of Turner Hall, in which 
the convention was held. Voluntary subscriptions of sev- 
eral hundred dollars were then handed to the secretary for 
the purpose of defraying the expenses of the district or- 
ganization and the meeting was adjourned. The conven- 
tion was followed by a banquet held at 8:30 p. m. at the 
Capital House, which was largely attended. 





INDEPENDENT PROGRESS IN CANADA. 


By the recent connection of the Stouffville Telephone 
Company and the Mount Albert Telephone Company, the 
number of concerns in the York and Ontario Independent 
Telephone Union is increased to six. The number of sub- 
scribers is more than 420. The union is composed of six 
companies—the Scarboro Telephone Company, the Mark- 
ham & Pickering Telephone Company, the Bethesda & 
Stouffville Telephone Company, the Central Telephone As- 
sociation of Altona, the Claremont & Ashburn Telephone 
Association and the Mount Albert Telephone Company. 
These companies are absolutely Independent, having no 
Bell connection, and cover a district of over thirty-nine 
miles long with a width of about twelve miles, extending 
over parts of the townships of Pickering, Scarboro, Mark- 
ham, Whitchurch and East Gwillimbury, also the incorpora- 
ted villages of Markham and Stouffville. The lines of the 
Scarboro company run within three or four miles of the 
Toronto city limits. These telephone companies cover about 
thirty-six postoffices, and Independent instruments are in 
all but three or four offices. There are five or six banks in 
this district which have the Independent telephones. The 
foregoing work has almost entirely been done within the last 
year, which shows remarkable growth in a suburban dis- 
trict. Subscribers to any company have free use of the 
system of the whole union. 

Early next spring the Mount Albert company will con- 
nect with another Independent company, and when this is 
done there will be a continuous chain of Independent com- 
panies along the east border of York county, extending 
from Lake Ontario, close to Toronto, up to Jackson Point 
on Lake Simcoe. 

The union, of which Mr. A. D. Bruce of Gormley is 
president, is the result of the demand for Independent tele- 
phones, especially among the farming class, about 350 of 
the telephones now operated in this union being in farm 
houses. In some parts of Markham and Scarboro there 
are four or five Independent telephones on one mile of 
highway. 

















MANSON’S PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS 


A Series of Short Articles Dealing with Important Phases of Telephone Work 


By Ray H. Manson 


HE proper handling and installing of switchboard 
cable in telephone exchange construction render this 
part of the equipment a permanent fixture, practically 
devoid of maintenance cost. In the larger installations the 
factory supplying the equipment also does the installing, 
but in the case of small magneto switchboards all of the 
operations of inter-connecting the various parts of the ex- 
change apparatus are usually left to the telephone company. 
In many of the latter cases this work has to be done with- 
out any previous knowledge of the use of this cable, and, 
while the apparatus is invariably connected so as to work 
board cabling, the following chapter gives in detail the 
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Figure 41—Diagram showing how the proper length of cable is 
determined for a cable form. 
properly at the start, troubles are likely to occur which, in 
the end, will be of some moment. 

Without going into the more complex forms of switch- 
actual operations necessary to handle properly and effi- 
ciently this work in connection with small installations. 

Construction of Switchboard Cables:—The standard tele- 
phone switchboard cable is made from twisted pairs of insu- 
lated wires, the whole being covered with reversed wrap- 
pings of heavy paper and an outer braiding of cotton. The 
individual wires are of annealed copper, covered with a 
coating of tin throughout their whole length so as to facili- 
tate soldering to apparatus terminals, and encased in an 
insulating covering of single or double wrappings of silk 
and a wrapping of cotton. The latter serves three purposes 
as an insulator, a mechanical protection to the inner wrap- 
pings and through its colorings as a code or indicator for 
designating the pair number. Two wires thus constructed 
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Figure 42—Cutting away the braiding of a cable preparatory to 
forming. The knife blade is held at an angle to prevent cutting 
through the paper sheath and injuring the wires. 
are twisted together with about four turns per foot to form 
a pair, the twisting making the different pairs non-induc- 
tive as respects the electrical disturbances set up in any 
one pair. These pairs are then laid spirally in the form of 
a cable and the outer coverings applied. If the wires are 
laid straight, it will be impossible to make any short bends 
with the finished cable without kinking, and it is thus ob- 
vious that with the pairs arranged in a spiral of many turns 
per foot great flexibility can be obtained. In practice about 
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one turn per foot is found sufficient for a small cable of 
round cross section. 

The outer braiding of a switchboard cable is finished in 
two ways, by saturating with beeswax or impregnating with 
lead paint. In either case, this finishing compound is not 
allowed to penetrate through the paper covering and reach 
the insulation of the individual wires. The beeswax is sup- 
posed to be moisture proof and the lead finish fire proof, but 
in practice neither of these results is fully secured so that 
other precautions must be taken, and in some minds it is 
still a question as to which is the best cable. For many rea- 
sons, however, large operating companies prefer the lead 
finish, one advantage being its neat and lasting finish with 
less chance for fire hazard. 

The moisture proofing of switchboard cable can be secured 
only by other means than coating the outer covering, as 
such a protection invariably will become defective through 
handling. The moisture-proof cable is a commercial arti- 
cle, the result being secured by treating the individual wires 
with a moisture repellant, the electrical properties of the 
cable remaining practically the same as for ordinary con- 
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Figure 43—One method of butting or finishing the raw end of 
cable braiding preparatory to forming a cable. 


struction. For small switchboard installations this type of 
cable is especially advantageous, as rarely any precaution is 
taken to insure a dry switchboard and terminal room. 

For obvious reasons, when running cables between parts 
of an exchange equipment, as from the switchboard to the 
terminal racks, it is an advantage to keep them off the floor 
and if possible in a separate open runway, supported so as 
to give a free circulation of air throughout. When the 
cables are run in a trough great care must be taken to see 
that all material is thoroughly dry when installed, and that 
no chance is left for water to be accidentally introduced 
from the floor level. It is advisable to have the trough much 
larger than is necessary for the cables, and supporting cleats 
used under the cables so that a free air space will be left on 
all sides. Standard switchboard cable specifications call for 
an insulation resistance between pairs of not less than fifty 
megohms per mile. 

The proper size of wire in a switchboard cable depends 
on the use to which the cable is put. For example, in the 
larger common battery multiple switchboards, where the 
cable space is limited and the resistance of the wire is of 
little account, as small as No. 24 B. & S. gauge copper wire 
is permissible, but in ordinary magneto switchboards No. 22 
gauge is preferred, because of its greater mechanical 
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strength. 
used. 

The over all dimensions of several sizes of switchboard 
cable are given in the following table: 


In special cases as large as No. 19 gauge wire is 


Cable Size of Insulation Diameter 
Pairs Wire of Wire. of Cable. 

Il 24 Single Silk and Cotton. About 5-16 inch. 
11 22 Double Silk and Cotton. About 3 inch. 
21 24 Single Silk and Cotton. About 7-16 inch. 
21 22 Double-Silk and Cotton. About % inch. 
52 22 Double Silk and Cotton. About 11-16 inch. 
I 


02 22 Double Silk and Cotton. About 1 inch. 

Switchboard Cable Color Scheme:—Modern telephone 
practice requires a definite color scheme for each pair of 
wires of a switchboard cable so that the proper conductors 
can be readily attached to the terminals at each end of the 
cable without having to resort to the testing and tagging 
method. As previously mentioned this color scheme is ob- 
tained by providing the outer insulation of each wire of a 
twisted pair with a distinctive color. The standard color 


arrangement for a fifty-two pair cable is as follows: 


Pair No. Sleeve Wire. Tip Wire. Pair No. Sleeve Wire Tip Wire. 

I Blue. White. 28 Blue Green. Red. 
2 Orange. ‘ 29 Blue Brown. 4 
3 Green. 7 30 Blue Slate. - 

4 Brown. i 31 Orange White. 

5 Slate. 7 32 Orange Green. eS 

6 Blue White. 33 Orange Brown. ” 

7 Blue Orange. ~ 34 Orange Slate. eS 

8 Blue Green. = 35 Green White. * 

9 Blue Brown. * 36 Green Brown. ” 
10 Blue Slate. “ 37 Green Slate. = 
II Orange White. Fe 38 3rown White. 7 
12 Orange Green. “i 39 Brown Slate. " 
13 Orange Brown. ”™ 40 Slate White. ‘i 
14 Orange Slate. 7, 4! Blue. Black. 
15 Green White. va 42 Orange. i 
16 Green Brown. ms 43 Green. = 
17 Green Slate. 7 44 Brown. a 
18 Brown White. 7 45 Slate. 
19 Brown Slate. 7 46 Blue White. i 
20 Slate White. si 47 Blue Orange. ” 
21 Blue. Red. 48 Blue Green. os 
22 Orange. ‘ 49 Blue Brown. 
2: Green. ° 50 Blue Slate. ” 
2 Brown ‘ 51 Blue Orange, 
2° Slate. ‘i White. Black. 
26 Blue White. i 52 Blue Orange, 
27 Blue Orange. si White. Red. 


(Nos. 51 and 52 are spare pairs for emergency use and 
for testing purposes.) 
This color scheme is also used on cables of a less number 
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FINSHED BUTT — 
Figure 44—Another method of butting a cable before forming. It 
is sometimes used in place of the method shown in Figure 43. 
of pairs. For example, the color arrangement of an eleven- 
pair cable is the same as that of pairs No. 1 to No. 10, inclu- 
sive, and pair No. 51 of the fifty-two pair cable, while the 
color arrangement of a twenty-one pair cable is the same as 
pairs No. 1 to 21, inclusive, and No. 51 of the fifty-two pair 
cable. 
Determining Simple Cable Lengths:—The figuring of the 
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lengths of cable for use between the terminals of separated 
apparatus, so that the cable can be accurately cut to fit, is a 
particular job and requires considerable practice to insure 
good results. When a few circuits only are required, the 
extreme length can be readily determined by actual meas- 
urement between the apparatus so that the proper amount 
of cable can be provided. For example, in the case of a 
small magneto switchboard in which the cables come already 
attached to the jacks and drops, it is necessary to provide 
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SOFT PINE BOARD 


Figure 45—Elements of a temporary cable forming board. The 


letters refer to the same details as shown in Figure 41. 


a sufficient length of cable to reach the terminal rack, and 
an additional amount for forming the wires, used in con- 
necting to the terminals. Figure 41 shows the end of such 
a cable laid along two strips of simple terminals. The ad- 
ditional length extending beyond the last terminal and rep- 
resented by D is made equal to the distance from the fixed 
or final position of the cable on the rack to the terminals, 
plus the amount B necessary for soldering to these termi- 
nals. This extra length D provides for the wires to the last 
terminals h at the end of the cable form. 


The distance from the final position of the cable to the 
terminals is represented in the diagram by A and the amount 
reserved for skinning and soldering to the terminals is rep- 
resented by B, while the distance between the terminals and 
between the strips of terminals is indicated by E and F re- 
spectively. Therefore, the total length of cable necessary 
for making the form is the sum of E, F, A, and B, and is 
represented by C. 

The distance A between the cable and terminals depends 
entirely on the construction of the terminal frame or space 
available for wiring. It should be at least several inches 
for convenience in forming and soldering. The length of 
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Figure 46—One way to tie the first knot in lock stitch cord used 
in binding together the wires of a cable form. 


wire B allowed for skinning and soldering is taken from 
one-half to three-quarters of an inch. 

Stripping Insulation from Machine-Made Cable:—The re- 
moving of the outer braiding of a switchboard cable is a 
simple matter, and for this reason proper care is not always 
exercised, resulting in accidental injury to the wires. When 
large quantities of cable are handled special stripping tools 
are used, these tools being made with guards to prevent the 
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knife edge of the same from cutting through the paper 
sheath and coming into contact with the wires. 

For ordinary purposes a sharp pocket knife will do very 
well for a stripping tool, but it must be held in some man- 
ner similar to that illustrated in Figure 42, as otherwise the 
paper sheath might be severed and the cable wires nicked. 
Nearly every telephone man knows from experience that 
the least nick of this sort will invariably end in a broken 
wire. If the cable is not handled sufficiently to cause the 


LOOP 








l 





( 


Figure 47—The first operation in making a lock stitch. 
is passed under the cable and through the loop. 


The cord 


break before the apparatus is completely installed, it will 
show up at a later time when it becomes a case of bad 
trouble, the insulation holding the wire in apparent con- 
tinuity. 

After the braiding has been cut from the point called the 
butt, Figure 41, to the end of the cable, it can be turned 
back and cut away with a sharp knife or with a pair of elec- 
trician’s shears. When a knife is used, the blade should be 
inserted between the cable and the loose braiding, and the 
cutting motion made in a direction away from the cable so 
as not to cut through the paper sheath and nick the wires. 
If the blade is used to cut directly around the butt, before 
the braiding is stripped back, the greatest precaution is 
necessary to prevent injury to the wires. 

Butting Raw Edges of Cable Braiding:—There are many 
accepted methods of butting or finishing the raw edge of 
the outer braiding, which is exposed after stripping the cable 
covering for a form, as at point J of Figure 41. 

When many cables are grouped together, it is one of the 
first essentials to have the butt very compact and not larger 
than the external dimensions of the cable cross section, 





Figure 48—Second operation in making a lock stitch. The cord 


is now drawn through the loop. 
otherwise the cables will pile up and occupy too much space, 
as in the multiple of a large switchboard. It is always de- 
sirable that the butts made on cable which is to be handled 
before installed should be secure; also, if the cable is to be 
pulled through a runaway, the butts must be especially made 
with this end in view. 

A most common form of a cable butt is made with cotton 
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tape, about one-quarter of an inch wide, bound around the 
edge of the cable braiding, as shown in Figure 43. A loop, 
a, is first formed with one end of the tape and the other 
end, y, bound tightly around the cable and loop, four com- 
plete turns being sufficient, after which the end, y, is in- 
serted through the loop and drawn under the turns by pull- 
ing on the end #. The two ends + and y are then cut off, 
leaving a finished job. The butt can be treated to a thin 
coat of shellac to stick the turns together, but this is not 
necessary if the job is carefully done. 

A tape butt will serve for all ordinary purposes, but 
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Figure 49—Third or finishing operation in making the lock stitch. 
The stitch is drawn tight and remains so, due to the end of the cord 
coming under instead of over the loop. 
when the cables are to be drawn through a runway, with 
a possibility of scraping the ends of the braiding back out 
of place, a more secure binding will be necessary. This is 
provided by using a stout linen twine, such as “Boston lock- 
stitch machine thread,” about six-cord size, in place of the 
tape binding shown in Figure 43. One layer of about twelve 
turns is sufficient for a good job, the end being drawn 
under the binding as in the case of the tape. 

A third method @f butting a switchboard cable is shown 
in Figure 44. The raw edge of the braiding is turned 
under with a special tool or a small screw driver and the 
fold pressed flat so as to reduce the enlarged portion. This 
gives a very neat job, but is subject to the same limitations 
as the first method described. 

It is sometimes found necessary to finish the cable butt 
without any binding by simply cutting the raw edge of the 
braid smooth and even, and then applying some compound 
such as shellac to cement the threads together. Cables pro- 
vided with this kind of a butt must be formed and handled 
with great care so as to prevent disturbing the end of the 
braiding. 

Waxing Exposed Wires of Machine-Made Cable :—When 
the insulation of the cable conductors is not already pro- 
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Figure 50—One method of terminating the lock stitch at the end 
of a form. These knots are easily tied and hold securely. 
vided with a waxed or other moisture proof finish it is 
necessary to boil the dry ends, exposed by removing the 
braiding, in a compound to serve these purposes. 

Pure beeswax is commonly used for boiling out cable 
ends, but it causes the colors of the wires to become indis- 
tinct and difficult to select in forming. When the forming 
is done before the boiling process, beeswax can be used to 
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good advantage, but otherwise a more transparent wax is 
necessary, such as a compound of parafine and beeswax. 
The proportion of these ingredients are either half-and-half 
or if the beeswax is very dark in color more parafine can be 
used. ’ 

The cable ends or exposed wiring should be dipped into 
the boiling compound, so that the latter will completely cover 
the wires and cable butts, until all bubbles due to air or 
moisture disappear. The cables are then removed and al- 
lowed to drip in an oven or lightly whipped on a smooth 
flat surface to remove the surplus wax. The presence of 
the wax in the wire insulation will hold the same from loos- 
ening at the ends and also assist in the skinning of the in- 
sulation before soldering. 

Forming Machine-Made Cable :—After the cable has been 
prepared, as previously described, it is ready for the form- 
ing process. In the:factory elaborate forming boards or 
frames are used, these frames being supplied with metal 
fingers for holding the wires in their proper relation to each 
other until they are bound together. For exchange use a 
temporary forming board, made from pine with nails for the 
wire separators, is sufficient. Figure 45 shows a portion 
of a temporary forming board arranged for forming a cable 
for the terminal arrangement shown in Figure 41. The 
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Figure 51—Skinning insulation from wires by means of a sharp 
knife preparatory to inserting through apparatus terminals. The 
wire is prevented from being nicked by holding the knife blade at 
an angle. 
wire nails a, b, c, etc., are arranged with a separation E, 
corresponding to the distance between the terminals on the 
strips, while the nails d, ¢, f, etc., are driven in a line parallel 
to the former nails, but separated from them by a distance 
A, which represents the distance from the cable to the line 
of terminals. As the purpose of the nails d, e, f, etc., is for 
anchoring the wires until the form is completed, only a 
sufficient number need be provided to do this securely. 

The cable is clamped on this temporary board so that 
the butt will be the proper distance G, Figure 41, from the 
first nail a, as shown in Figure 45. The wires or pairs are 
then selected by color code in their numerical order and 
passed around the different nails, a, b, c, etc., in their proper 
succession, the ends being held by taking a turn around the 
nails d, e, f, etc. The spare or extra pairs can be left pro- 
jecting from the extreme end of the form so as to be avail- 
able for emergency use at any point in the form or for test- 
ing purposes. 

The wires in the body of the form are now ready to be 
sewed together with a stout waxed twine. Most telephone 
factories and large operating companies use what is known 
as “Boston lock-stitch machine thread” for this purpose, and 
the size depends upon the amount of wire to be bound to- 
gether. The six-cord size is adapted for machine made 
cables of one hundred pairs or less. When obtained from, 


the manufacturers this thread is in a dry state, thereby re- 
quiring the waxing to be done by the user. 


This can be 
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quickly accomplished by boiling the balls of twine in the 
same manner as the ends of the cables, taking care to re- 
move the surplus wax before cooling. The actual sewing 
together of the wires in a cable form can be done in various 
ways, the following being a reliable and common method. 

A single strand of lock-stitch twine is cut of sufficient 
length to sew the entire form without piecing, provided, of 
course, the form is not an extremely long one. This length 
of twine can be roughly estimated by multiplying the num- 
ber of stitches to be taken by the average circumference of 
the cable, and adding an amount equal to the length of the 
form. The end of this piece of twine is tied securely, close 
to the butt of the cable, a knot similar to that shown in 
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Figure 52—Inserting the bared ends of cable wires through ap- 
paratus terminals by the aid of a pair of long nosed pliers. 
Figure 46 being used. Ordinary knots are not satisfac- 
tory for this purpose, as the waxed nature of the twine al- 
lows the same to slip and become easily loosened. 

The sewing of the body of the cable is done with what is 
known as a lock-stitch, the end of the twine a being passed 
around the cable wires and through a loop formed by hold- 
ing the twine as illustrated in Figure 47. The end a is 
then drawn through the loop as shown in Figures 48 and 
49 and pulled up tight. One of these stitches is taken at 
each point where a pair of wires leaves the form, and if the 
distance between these stitches is too great (over one-half 
inch) intermediate stitches should be taken, as illustrated 
in Figure 51. 

After the last lock-stitch of a form is taken, the end of 


----. 











= — aA oe his ¥ 
q ~7------- ons 3) EL 2 
Sy = p 
<ESs) ay h = soe 
ea WS ; Z 
SAS tastes ray Ht tite 
NAY NAY / Hays 
AShhe Sy phy i aalisege 
ye D/A 
We Cy Oy 
CAPLE~ chi iy 


Figure 535—Cutting off surplus ends after soldering by means of a 
pair of diagonal cutters. . 
the twine can be securely fastened, as illustrated in Fig- 
ure 50. 

Skinning Insulation from Wires:—As soon as the wires 
in the body of a form are bound together, the ends of the 
same can be cut to length, this length being represented 
by the sum of A and B of Figure 41. The edge of the 
forming board, as shown in Figure 45, is made this distance 
from line of nails, a, b, c, etc., so that the wires can be cut 
accurately to gauge. The line of the nails d, e, f, etc., rep- 
resents the positions of the terminals to which the wires are 
to be soldered, thus the insulation for the distance B is to 
be removed for soldering purposes. ; 

The removing of the insulation from the wires is done 
in several ways. Some telephone factories use a special 
tool made in the form of two knife blades with a separation 
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equal to the diameter of the wire. This tool is caused to 
straddle the wire at the point where the insulation is to be 
severed and then pulled in the direction of the end. The 
covering is thus quickly removed and if the blades of the 
tool are properly shaped, and the work is carefully done, no 
injury can be caused to the wire. 

When a pocket knife is used for removing insulation, it 
should be sharp and the blade held as illustrated in Figure 
51, otherwise the wire will be nicked and a break occur. 
This illustration also shows how the insulation is removed, 
simply by severing it at one place and drawing the piece off 
the end of the wire with the fingers. 

Soldering Wires to Apparatus Terminals :—The soldering 
and finishing operations of switchboard cabling are ex- 
tremely simple, but must not be slighted, as, from their 
nature, a good looking job is always an indication of a 
safe one. 

The bared end of each wire is in turn inserted through the 
holes of the terminals and drawn up by the aid of a pair 
of long pointed nose pliers to the end of the insulation, after 
which the end of the wire is turned down so as to hold it in 
place and in the proper position for soldering, as shown in 
Figure 52. Care must be taken not to allow any threads 
of the insulation to enter the terminal hole, as then the 
solder will not flow-in and surround the wire. If there is 
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Figure 54—Drawing up wires after soldering into terminals. 
final operation also serves as a test for defective soldering and nicked 
or broken wires. 


a tendency for a thread to pass through the hole with the 
wire, it can be readily removed by partially withdrawing 
the wire and again drawing it into the terminal hole, so as to 
force the thread to one side. The soldering operation should 
not be done until all of the wires belonging to a terminal 
strip are inserted through the terminal holes and checked 
to see that they are properly arranged. 

It is immaterial as to the kind of a soldering copper 
used, provided it has a flat pointed end, and is kept very 
hot and well tinned. The electric “iron” is especially adapt- 
ed to this class of work, as it remains at a uniform heat and 
little care is required to keep it tinned. The terminals of 
the apparatus to which the wires are to be attached must 
also be thoroughly tinned to insure a good job, this tinning 
being done by the manufacturers. 

There are several kinds of solder and fluxes made for 
soldering telephone apparatus wiring, but most manufac- 
turers use a soft solder and resin flux. This flux is dry, and, 
therefore, will not hold particles of dirt which might ac- 
cumulate and cause an electrical cross between two closely 
adjacent terminals. Acids and alkalies or any corrosive or 
low resistance compounds must never be used as a flux, for 
they invariably cause trouble from corrosion or current 
leakage. 

A most convenient and efficient form of solder is the so- 
called “resin core” type, in which the flux is encased in a 
tubular shaped wire of soft solder. 

With all of the previously described requirements, solder- 
ing would seem a very easy task, but it remains a fact that 
considerable practice is necessary in order to secure a neat 
and reliable job. Not only the soldering copper must be 
hot and the wire, terminal, and “iron” well tinned before 
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the solder will readily flow with a flux of resin, but the 
actual handling of the parts determines the kind of result 
to be secured. 

The soldering copper must be kept clean from surplus 
solder, and only a small amount of fresh solder applied at 
each joint. The hot copper must be in contact with the 
terminal for a sufficient length of time thoroughly to heat 
the parts to which the solder is to adhere, but not long 
enough to soften or burn the insulation in which the termi- 
nals are fastened. This latter precaution applies particularly 
in the case of such apparatus as spring jacks, relays and 
keys in which hard rubber is used as an insulation. 

The bare ends of the wires left projecting after the 
soldering is completed are now cut off close to the termi- 
nals, as shown in Figure 53. A pair of diagonal cutters is 
used, the lower jaw being inserted between the end to be 
cut off and the wire extending to the cable, so that there 
will be no possible chance for accidentally severing both 
wires. 

Figure 54 shows a simple way to straighten the wires of 
a finished form by drawing the hook-shaped tool from the 
terminal to the cable with a lifting motion, the wire being 
held tight by drawing on the cable with the other hand. This 
hook is made similar to a button hook, but with the end 
bent at a slight angle, so as to allow it to be drawn close 
to the cable. Another special wire dressing tool with sev- 
eral fingers is used when the wires of the form are many and 
on close centers, as in the case of multiple switchboard 
cabling. . 

The dressing up or smoothing out of the wires not only 
gives the job a neat appearance, but serves as a final test 
for defective soldering and broken connections. 





THE BUSY SIGNAL. 


Many telephone subscribers entertain a grudge against 
the “busy” signal that is ill-founded. It is natural, perhaps, 
for one to become impatient on hearing the “nothing doing” 
buzz when he is in a hurry to obtain the desired connection, 
and some often suspect that the signal is given because the 
operator at central is negligent and careless and anxious 
only to get rid of the call. The truth is, however, that the 
busy signal is considered by telephone experts as one of the 
best time-savers devised in the development of apparatus. 
In fact, the signal was invented for the purpose of saving 
the time of both the subscriber and the operator. It facili- 
tates the work of the operator by doing away with the ne- 
cessity of informing the caller that the line is busy, saving 
the operator the time consumed in this way, enabling her 
to give other callers quicker service in answering when the 
board is busy. 

It also saves time for the caller, as the moment he hears 
the buzz he knows that the line is busy without waiting to 
be told. ; 

Many subscribers have got the idea through frequently 
hearing the buzz that it is the fault of the operator who does 
not care to take trouble to make the connection. The fal- 
lacy of this impression is shown by the fact that it is more 
trouble for the girl to give a busy signal than it is to make 
the connection. 

Prompt and efficient service by the operating department 
is the foundation of success of a telephone company, and 
great care is observed to see that the operators at the 
switchboards give as little cause for complaint as possible. 
A strict surveillance of their work is maintained at all times. 
In all large exchanges every girl is required to answer every 
call and try to get the party asked for. A supervisor stands 
constantly back of the girls at the switchboard watching 
their movements and seeing that they give quick service. 
In addition to this a girl is seated at the “supervisory board” 
who can get in on any line and hear what the operator is 
doing. 
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$38,000. 
a thermal protector for telephone systems. 
to Frank B. Cook of Chicago. 


White. This is 
Patent assigned 


Electrical Protective Device. 


838,260. Binding Post; Manson. This is a receiver 
terminal clip of which there are two for each receiver. 
Each comprises a flat piece of metal bent back upon itself 
and having a channel formed by corrugations for receiving 
the tips of the receiver cord. One end of the clip extends 
up through the cup which carries the windings and con- 
stitutes a terminal for said windings. A bolt supports the 
clip upon the magnet structure and clamps the cord tips. 
Patent assigned to the Dean Electric Company. 

838,304. Lightning Arrester. Cook. This is the ordi- 
nary carbon lightning arrester. Patent unassigned. 

838,525. Testing System for Telephone Lines; Dean. 
Plug seat switches are provided for the plugs of the con- 
necting cords and when the plugs are seated the contact 
terminals are normally open. When the plug is removed 
the testing circuit is completed so that a test may be made, 
the contacts being included in the testing conductor. Pat- 
ent assigned to the Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Com- 
pany. 

838,749. Telephone System; Reber. Each order key 
has associated with it a signal adapted to inform the 4 
operators, the busy or idle condition of the B operators. 
Peculiar conditions of the system enable the A operator to 
receive this signal by listening in only. When this is done 
the signal may be received instantly upon depression of the 
order key. The inventor claims that the operators are en- 
abled to do more work by this arrangement. Patent un- 
assigned, 

838,787. Telephony; Kitsee. A helix of fine wire is 
wound around the soft iron core of the connecting plug 
which is adapted to be inserted in a brass tube surround- 
ing a stationary plug also of soft iron. The circuits are 
so arranged that when both plugs are in engagement the 
helix of the portable plug is energized and both plugs stick 
together until the subscriber hangs up his receiver, when a 
supplemental magnet breaks the circuit of the helix, which 
is local and the plug falls away. Patent unassigned. 

838,788. Electrical Transmission of Intelligence ; Kitsee. 
The object of this invention is to nullify the inducing effects 
of lines carrying current upon lines used for the transmis- 
sion of intelligence, and comprises a coil around a plurality 
of telephone or other wires which is connected in series 
with coils around the current carrying wires. The impulses 
induced in the coil around the telephone wires are rendered 
negligible by the use of the coil. Patent unassigned. 

838,809. Telephone System with Central Battery; Piltz. 
The cut-off relay and the controlling relay for the clearing 
out signal are both connected in parallel across the cord 
when the plug is inserted, and both comprise inductive re- 
sistances which supply the subscriber’s transmitter. Patent 
assigned by mesne assignments to Sfockholms Allmanna 
Telefon Aktiebolag of Stockholm, Sweden. 

838,050. Attachment for Acousticons Permitting the Use 
of Ordinary Telephones; Turner. The acousticon trans- 
mitter has an annular casing provided with an apertured 
extension adapted to fit the usual telephone receiver. The 
sounds are conveyed from the receiver through the acous- 
ticon transmitter and from there to an acousticon receiver 
by a receiver cord. Patent unassigned. 

839,095. Automatic Telephone Exchange for Double 
Wire Telephone Systems; Betulander. This system re- 
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lates directly to the switching apparatus at the central sta- 
tion which comprises automatic switches having stepping, 
locking and release magnets. The spindle of the switch 
is provided with a winding which constitutes a lockout 
magnet, and is carried by the spindle throughout its entire 
movement. Patent unassigned. 


839,117. Weatherproof Substation Protector. Cook. 
This protector comprises an insulating base upon which 
the fuse tubes are mounted and between which projects 
from the base an insulating stud by which a metallic cover 
may be secured to the base so as to protect it from the 
weather. Patent unassigned. 

839,210. Composite System of Telegraphy and Teleph- 
ony; Rugh. Each side of a quadrilateral in series with the 
line, includes an impedence device and the telephone re- 
ceiver at the substation has one of its terminals connected 
between two of a pair of the sides of said quadrilateral and 
its other terminal between the two sides of the remaining 
pair of sides so that the receiver is telephonically connected 
with the transmission line by shunts established about impe- 
dence devices in the quadrilateral, which shunts include 
condensers. Patent unassigned. 

839 455. Electric Sign Apparatus. Cook. A plurality 
of lamps or a plurality of groups of lamps are connected in 
series with a plurality of thermally operable switches, each 
switch controlling the circuits of the succeeding switch. 


839,830. Telephone Hook Switch; Foster. The stand- 
ard of this hook switch is stamped from sheet metal and is 
bent back upon itself and provided with a depending slot 
which connects with a vertical bearing aperture in the main 
upright portion and in the bent back portion. A _ pivotal 
stud on the lever engages this bearing aperture. so that by 
depressing the lever at its inner end it may be removed 
without tools. Patent assigned to the American Electric 
Telephone Company. 


839,910. Telephone System; Webster. Supervisory re- 
lays are bridged in the cord circuit, and a cut off relay for 
the line is adapted to be actuated in series with the super- 
visory relay and also in parallel with one of the lines. Pat- 
ent assigned to the Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Com- 
pany. 

840,069. Telephone Transmitter; Larsson. The main 
diaphragm of this transmitter is held to the casing instead 
of to the front plate as is usual, by a split ring. Patent un- 
assigned. 

840,200. Switchboard Cord Reel; Craft. This is a mul- 
tiple cord reel, the sheaves of which are provided with 
peripheral flanges which define with a disk a groove of 
varying width, so as to accommodate the switch cord which 
is usually of varying diameter as it is wound up. Patent 
assigned to the Western Electric Company. 


840,544. Party-Line Telephone Mechanism; Wood. The 
subscribers’ circuits are all connected in series upon the 
talking line and a separate or selector line extends through 
the station and includes at each station simple step by step 
mechanism for effecting the several circuit changes in se- 
lectively connecting and disconnecting the different sub- 
scribers. He also uses an indicator controlled by the step 
by step mechanism for showing the condition of the line. 
Patent assigned one-fourth to John T. Hobbs. 

840,589. Telephone Signal; Schuessler. This is an an- 
nunciator for switchboards and comprises the usual mag- 
net and armature for operating the drop. The drop is of 
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peculiar construction, and is so arranged that when the arm- 
ature is operated it will interpose itself in the path of the 
indicator rod which is provided with an indicator plate. Pat- 
ent unassigned, 

840,662. Device for Applying Sterilizers to Mouth- 
Pieces; Savage. A ring is tightly secured around the 
mouth-piece and hinged thereto is a metallic annulus hav- 
ing an inwardly projecting conical part around which, upon 
its inner surface, is secured an absorbent band adapted 
to hold a sterilizing liquid. Patent assigned to Oakville 
Company of Waterbury, Conn. 

840,699. Telephone Operator’s Switching Device; Kais- 
ling. This is an order button key strip with an insulating 
mounting strip, through which the push buttons pass to 
engage the contact springs. Each button comprises a head 
portion, a shank portion and a lower locking button, to- 
gether with a key, which engages a slot formed in the 
channel for the passage of the button, so that it cannot turn 
during’ vertical movement. The buttons may be entirely 
removed and interchanged by a slight pull. Patent as- 
signed to the Stromberg-Carlson Manufacturing Company. 

840,726. Telephone Exchange System; Webster. In 
this system when the operator plugs in she causes a closure 
of a low resistance circuit through the cut off relay whereby 
the relay is sufficiently energized to attract its armature. 
The line signal controlling device is governed by the arm- 
ature of the cut-off relay and is thereby cut out when the 
cut-off relay is energized so as to remove the line signal 
from the control of the subscriber. Patent unassigned. 

840,995. Method of Polystation Signaling; Dean. This 
method consists in tuning a vibrating body and then vibrat- 
ing it by periodic increments of energy, storing up the 
energy until a desired totality is reached and then instan- 
taneously interrupting the vibration and utilizing it to flex 
the clapper rod so as to produce a stroke of such short du- 
ration as not to appreciably retard or alter the normal pe- 
riodic movement of the clapper. Patent assigned to the 
Dean Electric Company. 

841,004. Interrupter for Electromagnets; Erickson. 
This interrupter is used to enable the rotary magnet of a 
selector switch to interrupt or alternately open and close 
its own circuit as long as the circuit remains closed at other 
points, whereby the selector automatically continues in op- 
eration until it finds an idle line, and comprises a magnet 
and an armature which is adapted to engage a _ locking 
spring to force it out of the way and to allow a circuit 
spring to break contact with another one of its own accord. 
Upon such breaking the magnet is de-energized and the 
armature in falling to its normal position makes the circuit 
and allows the locking spring to again assume its normal 
position. Patent assigned to the American Automatic 
Electric Company. 

841,033. Telephone Exchange System; Mersman et al. 
In this system a polarized relay is used at each substation 
to connect a normally discontinuous line, which is broken 
at each substation so that all other substations are cut out 
during conversation between any two. Patent unassigned. 

841,233. Telephone System; Dean. In this system the 
line relays are permanently connected with the telephone 
line and are not disconnected during conversation. One 
side of the line is permanently extended through the corre- 
sponding contacts of the spring jacks instead of being nor- 
mally disconnected as has heretofore been done. Patent 


assigned to the Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Company. 

841,244. Listening Apparatus for Telephones; Grigsby. 
Each of the line wires leading from central includes the 
primary of the induction coil, the secondary of which is 
legged off to a switch controlling a local circuit in which 
the chief operator’s telephone is included. By this means 


the chief operator is enabled to listen in on the lines to as- 
certain the character of service being given by the operators 
Patent unassigned. 


at central. 
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841,292. Telephone System; Weiss. This is a local 
battery magneto system. The operation of the generator 
at any substation causes the line relay to operate and close 
a circuit including the main battery at central station and 
also a locking circuit for said relay. Patent assigned to the 
Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. 

841,339. Incoming Trunk Line; Post. In this system 
the circuits are so arranged that a complete metallic path 
is provided for the voice currents from one exchange to 
the other over the trunk line, without the use of inter- 
vening inductive devices such as repeating coils or con- 
densers. Patent assigned to the Kellogg Switchboard & 
Supply Company. 

841,387. Device for Amplifying Feeble Electric Cur- 
rents; De Forest. This invention comprises an evacuated 
vessel enclosing a sensitive conducting gaseous medium 
maintained in a condition of molecular activity, together 
with two electrodes associated with a local receiving cir- 
cuit and a heated electrode in the supply circuit, so that the 
electrodes vary in their distances apart by electrostatic 
contraction. The slightest approach of one of the electrodes 
toward one of the others will act to cool the gaseous me- 
dium and thereby alter the current in the local circuit. Pat- 
ent unassigned. 

841,399. Compound Telephone; Holmgren & Brahn. 
This is a combined telephone receiver and transmitter with 
an imperforate cover in front of the diaphragm of the trans- 
mitter, so as to prevent saliva or other impurities from en- 
tering the transmitter. The openings which conduct the 
sound waves to the diaphragm of the transmitter are pref- 
erably in the form of slots in the side facing of the instru- 
ment. Patent assigned to Aktiebolaget. L. M. Ericsson & 
Company of Stockholm, Sweden. 


841,476. Electric Calling Apparatus for Telephone; 
Adams-Randell. This is a composite system and the ob- 
ject is to impress telephone calls upon the line without in- 
terfering with the telegraphic instruments, and comprises 
two independent local circuits including an automatic vi- 
brator. The vibrator is adapted to throw currents upon 
the primary of an induction coil, whose secondary is con- 
nected in the line circuit. A receiver is connected in the 
line circuit and arranged to control a local circuit at the 
receiving end, which includes a suitable call receiving ap- 
paratus. Patent unassigned. 

841,478. Secret Service Telephone System; Andriano. 
A plurality of stations each interconnected through line 
wires and provided with a switching mechanism and a 
talking circuit with local battery. The switching mechan- 
ism is adapted to connect any two stations with their bat- 
teries in series so that the current will flow in the same di- 
rection and thus exclude all other stations whose batteries 
have their poles negative to negative and positive to posi- 
tive. Patent assigned to Direct Line General Telephone 
Company of San Francisco. 

841,491. Telephone; Edwards. This invention relates 
to the substation circuits for bridging magneto systems and 
employs a switch in the transmitter circuit, so that the bat- 
tery thereof will not be used uselessly when waiting for a 
call or an answer to a call. The receiver circuit is un- 
broken while the receiver is off the hook. Patent unas- 


signed. 
841,640. Method of Harmonic Selective Signaling; 
Dean. This is a method for operating selective harmonic 


ringers and comprises the following steps: Tuning the 
movable parts of a ringer to respond to a given frequency, 
feeding a current of constant strength and proper fre- 
quency to said ringer to initially move the parts, and ex- 
posing said parts when so moving to the maximum mag- 
netic effect of said magnet, so as to insure proper actua- 
tion and to render reactive interference, by reason of the 
clapper’s engagement with the gong, negligible. Patent as- 
signed to the Dean Electric Company. 
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has had its day, and is a failure. The people 

made it so.” 
This, in a nutshell, is a description of the situation in 
the Hoosier state given by Chas. S. Norton, secretary of 


“Mi ONOPOLY of the telephone business in Indiana 
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the Indiana Independent Telephone Association, and the 
figures which don’t lie furnish ample corroboration of his 
statement. The story of the people’s fight against the Bell 
monopoly in Indiana, however, requires more space for, as 
in every other instance, the trust made a desperate, though 
unavailing effort to bar out competition. But it was the peo- 
ple’s fight and the people won. Just how complete a victory 
they won can be surmised from the fact that whereas ten 
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years ago there were ten Bell telephones in the state to one 
Independent, there are now seven Independent telephones to 
one owned and operated by the Bell combine. The plain rea- 
sen for this outcome of the contest between the trust and 
the Independents was that the Bell pursued the same tactics 
in Indiana that has made it odious in other states. It ig- 
nored the public’s rights and wishes, gave inadequate serv- 
ice, charged high rates, choked off competition, wherever 
possible, and in short conducted itself as a corporation or- 
ganized for the express purpose of squeezing the last dollar 
out of the people and giving as little as possible in return. 
So long as the Bell enjoyed a monopoly on all telephone pat- 
ents it pursued this policy without reaping its just recom- 


gI 


pense, but the day of reckoning was approaching, and the 
people of Indiana were ready and eager to do their part 
toward smashing the trust. They welcomed the Independ- 
ent pioneer operating companies, and, regardless of the 
Bell’s frantic efforts to stop the landslide, the opposition 
swept over the state driving the trust to cover at every point. 

In Indiana the Bell telephone trust has been on the de- 
fensive ever since the Independents entered the field, and 
has never been able to impede their progress. The Bell is in 
the minority in that state for the reason that the people have 
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Factory 
had a chance to choose between monopoly and individual 
enterprise. Where that test is applied there is seldom any 
doubt what the verdict of the American people will be. This, 
in fact, is one of the best assurances that the Independent 
telephone movement will always be a great and enduring 
success. It is in Indiana, as well as in practically every 
other state in the Union. 

While its original patents existed, giving it a monopoly 
of the telephone business, the Bell licensee in Indiana ran 
matters with a high hand. Those who wanted telephone 
service had to bow to the trust’s whims and contribute to 
its coffers liberally whether they wished to or not. There 
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were threatening murmurs, of course, which grew into loud 
complaints, but the Bell, secure in its monopoly, gave little 
consideration to the protests of its helpless patrons. It be- 
lieved it had them at its mercy and that—according to the 
governing policy of the telephone octopus—is sufficient 
reason for taking as much and giving as little as possible. 

Instances of how jealously the trust guarded against all 











attempts at competition in an early day are told by old- 
timers in the telephone field. As far back as 1884 or 1885, 
John S. Crump, now a wealthy citizen of Columbus, Ind., 
made use of a telephone not controlled by the Bell combine. 
It was, to all intents and purposes, an Independent tele- 
phone, and, of course the Bell used every means to put it 
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out of commission. Mr. Crump obtained the telephone ap- 
paratus from Canada and used it to establish communication 
between his farm house and the home of a tenant on an ad- 
joining farm. It was essentially a home-made line and for 
personal use but that made no difference with the Bell. As 
soon as the trust learned that a farmer had dared to attempt 
to telephone across the road without asking permission, 
agents were sent out to order it stopped at once. They told 
Mr. Crump that he was violating the law, and threatened 
him with all manner of punishment for using a telephone 
protected by Bell patents. Then they siezed the apparatus 
and carried it off. 

About the same time another Indiana farmer strung a 
wire across his farm to a neighbor’s house, and used two 
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telephones, also made in Canada. In due course of time 
the Bell agents paid him a visit, too, and ordered him to 
take down his line. He refused, declaring that he bought 
and paid for the telephones, liked them and meant to keep 
them. Then the Bell men tried to tear down the tele- 
phones by main force, and the farmer produced a shot gun 
and threatened the invaders with personal injury if they 
persisted in trying to carry off his apparatus. The Bell 
forces then discreetly withdrew and the doughty pioneer in 
Independent telephony in Indiana kept his telephone and 
continued to use it until an Independent company entered 
that section of the state. 

The first Independent telephone company in Indiana, so 
far as the records go, was organized at Noblesville. Its 
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creation was nothing less than a strong protest against the 
extortion and unfair treatment practiced by the Bell mo- 
nopoly. In 1893 the Bell concern was operating eighteen 
telephone stations at Noblesville, and for this meagre serv- 
ice was charging $36 a vear for residence telephones and 
$48 for business telephones. All messages leaving the town 
had to pay exorbitant tolls, and the service was wretched 
even for that period. The people of Noblesville had been 
angrily complaining, but their clamors for relief were ig- 
nored. In many cases dissatisfied subscribers were inso- 
lently told that they might take the service or leave it. That, 
it may be said in passing, is what was and is possible when 
there is no competition. E. L. Brown, then a druggist 
of Noblesville, had experienced serious trouble with the 
local Bell company, and was longing for an opportunity to. 
escape from its thralldom. Besides, he saw the possibilities 
in building a competing system, knowing well how anxious 
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the people generally were to get out of the clutches of the 
trust. Several years before, Mr. Brown had a tilt with 
the Bell combine while living in Pennsylvania. He had 
asked the company to install a line between his home and 
the nearest railroad station, and the best proposition the 
trust would make him was to rent him two telephones at 
$100 a year if he built the line at his own expense. This 
extortionate offer was rejected, of course, but it opened Mr. 
3rown’s eyes to the grasping policy of the Bell combination. 
He made up his mind then and there to go into the tele- 
phone business on his own account as soon as the Bell 
patents expired. 

Afterwards, settled at Noblesville, the 


when he had 
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Factory Warner Electric Company, Muncie. 


troubles of his neighbors and himself with the telephone 
service there strengthened this determination, and he waited 
only an opportunity to put his plans into effect. Mr. Brown 
was busy behind his prescription counter one day when 
Albert Church, the cashier of the Citizens’ Bank, came into 
the place in a raging frame of mind. Without giving the 
druggist a chance to ask a question Church “opened up” on 
the telephone company. 
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“What has the company 
been doing now?” asked 
Brown, sympathetically, when 
he could get in a word. 

“Oh, the same old story,— 
no service when you want it 
most,—a breakdown some- 
where,—only this time it 
hurts worse than usual. I’ve 
lost a deal that meant hun- 
dreds, because the thing went 
bad. And then, on top of that, 
I got the regular dose from 
the manager.” 

“Could take the thing out 
if you didn’t like the service ?” 
suggested Brown. 

“Yep,—cut me off when I 
threatened to sue ‘em, and 
told me they weren’t guaran- 
teeing service and I could sue 
till blue blazes. Say, but I’d 
go to the infernal regions to 
get even,” Church ended, 
savagely. 

“You needn’t do_ that,” 
Brown put in, suavely; “I'll 
show you an easier way.” 

“How ?” 

“Start an opposition tele- 
phone company.” 

“Me? What do I know 
about the business? I’m a 
banker, not a lineman.” 

“Not you, Albert, but we. 
We'll start a company, you 
and I and the others who feel 
as we do.” 

And they did, Brown and 
Church, and a number of oth- 
er solid men of the town who, 
for one reason or other,— 
arbitrary treatment, poor 
service, high rates, and 
general meanness and in- 
competence,—had been as 
grievously offended by the 
Bell Telephone Company 
as Church, 

It goes without saying 
that they were opposed bit- 
terly by the Bell at every 
step of the road. Not only 
were they venturing into an 
untried field of commercial 
enterprise, but they knew 
little of the practical 
side of the business, 
and found it extreme- 
ly difficult to get ap- 
paratus. Man- 
ufactur- 
ers were back- 
ward about 
taking orders 
to make the 
t e 1 ephones 
needed, 
fearing 
a legal bat- | Ss 4 
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powerful Bell combine over the question of patent 
infringement. Mr. Brown was the only one of the 
organizers of this pioneer Independent company 
who knew anything about apparatus, and he trav- 
eled far and wide searching for a manufacturer 
who would furnish the equipment. The order was 
finally placed with P. C. Burns, then in business at 
Kokomo, and after much maneuvering the difficul- 
ties were solved and the system was built. 

Thus the first Independent telephone company in 
the state was launched and began operations. With- 
in a few months it had seventy-five telephones in- 
stalled, which was unheard of then for a town of 
that size, as the Bell policy had not encouraged the 
general use of the telephone. The first year the 
Noblesville Independent company cleared thirty per 
cent on its capital of $10,000, and this in spite of 
the fact that the Bell rates had been reduced one- 
half. 

And this is only a sample of what has happened 
all over the state of Indiana. The soil was yearning 
for anti-trust seed and produced an abundant crop. 
The most authentic statistics show there are 400 
Independent telephone companies in the state; that 
they have approximately 230,000 subscribers; that 
there are 20,000 stockholders in the various com- 
panies, and, finally, that upwards of $20,000,000 is 
invested in Independent telephony within the bor- 
ders of Hoosierdom. These are grand totals in 
more senses than one, and yet while the objection is 
made to telephone statistics that they are neces- 
sarily unofficial—because of the difficulty in keep- 
ing pace with development—these figures are clearly 
corroborated by the data found in the state tax re- 
ports. The tax reports give information regarding 
Independent companies which made returns to the 
state and county officials. These figures do not in- 
clude Bell companies nor systems owned by indi- 
viduals or Independent companies which reported 
locally for taxation purposes. According to this 
conservative and incomplete—yet absolutely reliable 
so far as it goes—statement 351 Independent com- 
panies reported for taxing purposes, showing that 
in 1906 there were: 





Number of Independent subscribers.... 182,810 
Capital stock of Independent companies .$9,756.480 
IE aesncnt kde eéeancaxneus 4,824,152 


In order to illustrate how the Independent move- 
iment in Indiana is growing by leaps and bounds, the 
above figures for 1906 should be compared with the 
same reports for 1905. This comparison shows the 
following increase during the twelve months: 
Increase in number of subscribers...... 37,150 
Increase in capital stock .............. $1,888,263 
Increase in bonds outstanding ......... 1,086,495 


As Independent telephones have multiplied the 
Bell has trailed along, growing some, it is true, but 
only with the natural increase that is due to general 
progress in all branches of industry. Forty county 
seats in Indiana have uniformly refused to grant the 
trust a franchise to operate a telephone exchange, 
while every county seat in the state with but one ex- 
ception has given an Independent company the right 
to operate. For instance, in Logansport. Danville, 
Greencastle, Covington, Tipton, Greenfield, Rush- 
ville, Franklin, Bloomington, Brownstown, Vernon, 
Martinsville, Winchester, Brookville, Scottsburg 
and the cities of Seymour, Veedersburg, Attica and 
Williamspert the Bell has no exchange nor fran- 
chise to operate an exchange, while in every one 
the Independents are doing a prosperous business. 
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NN rs pro easels acne nets 3,120 800 New Market .... o 8 TOOK lk oo 2 I QI 
I gosh sc arinal chee ne aie 2,450 30 La Grange ...... 300 3 I9OI 50,000 600 50 550 
WEOMOOEIOTY 2 on dcaccecsciees ccs 2,500 2,600 Lepanon ........ © 350 1894 30,000 1,150 210 940 
NE nos sake oka neecbG gues 2,241 IIT Mechanicsburg .. 2 2 IQOI 2,000 125 4 121 
MEME ecko ranean ne bea ee ME Zien ........ © oO 1904 25,000 420 25 305 
IN os ascisice ctarre tata ensisa en ones 2,000 250 Deer Creek ..... oO oO 1903 3,000 185 5 180 
Cen Rae erent rte eras Re 250 401 Re. 250 550 1894 150,000 3,700 1,200 2,500 
RESP rere rae ramet eer eran en aon 350 150 Piymioutn ....... .§ 121 eer 500 175 325 
ANNE reek crac aa Noreta Sac 1,200 475 Angola .......:. 0 800 1895 100,000 1.700 115 _ 1,585 
eS ee errr teers epee Siem = ~ “Saedinss West Newton .. 3 3 I9OI 7,000 160 8 152 
DR Gah. wineinine ceric aca 514 175 New Market .... o I I9QOI 2,500 220 II 209 
Ce ne Rr nr ee 950 550 West Baden .... 25 2 1897 15,000 175 30 145 
BN osc crcvaasascoetonn ore os pieteien aioe 700 Warren ........ © oO 1898 18,000 425 80 345 
EN sw ci inininndie apimiece cavers 1,500 500 Elkhart .:..... +500 500 .... 160,000 1,800 350 _ 1,450 
INE 5c law aie carey aerate vs co  -——i«Cvwe wee Whiteside ...... I I 1902 1,000 102 7 Ue 
RNIN 3 a 1h Sao pL er EASIOM ac Sika «iver oO I C7 ee 134 8 126 
IIE, 2 satio sc cucewrato Ons wee 4,120 250 Princeton ...... 300 600 1902 3,500 1,200 200 1,000 
ARS en cane een aren. 600 95 Greenfield ...... oO 150 1888 25,000 550 100 450: 
OS ae ee nen 2,375 50 Logansport ..... 800 25 IQ0I 331,100 3,445 686 2.759 
dcp aim rns are cin GOA 470 eee New Salem ..... 2 I 1905 2,500 100 10 90 
ee eee 5 1,006 Sheridan ....... I I 1900 10,000 360 60 300 





Telephony 


The abave table contains several significant examples of 
the effect of competition. It will be observed that New- 
port has ninety subscribers which have tolerated the Bell 
Telephone Company for the past seven years without varia- 
tion. The Independent company at Newport is a strictly 
mutual affair, and each of the 150 subscribers pays an equal 
share of the expense of running the plant. The ninety in- 
struments which are credit- 
ed to the Bell Telephone 
Company were not its prop- 
erty when the present Inde- 


pendent company began 
business at Newport. This 


is a case where the Bell Tel- 
ephone Company has 
bought out a prior Indepen- 
dent concern. 

When the Independents 
invaded Milford, the Bell 
company had an exchange 
of 100 instruments. With 
a total capitalization of $20,- 
000 the Independents have 
installed 480 instruments 
and competition has been so 
marked that the Bell com- 
pany is confined at present 
to a single toll station. 

Sullivan shows a condition which prevails in a large num- 
ber of other places throughout the United States. Before 
the arrival of the Independents there were no telephones in 
the vicinity of Sullivan, neither Bell nor Independent. The 
ninety instruments now credited to the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany are being maintained by giving absolutely free service 
to subscribers. This condition’ has prevailed since January 
27, 1905. 

At Lebanon the Bell ‘Telephone Company maintains an 
exchange of 350 instruments without cost to patrons who 
accept the service. 

At Elkhart, Indiana, the Bell company installed its first 
plant in 1887, charging $3.00 for residence instruments and 
$4.00 for business instruments. At these rates an exchange 
of about 100 subscribers was maintained for a number of 
years until the legislature fixed a limit of rates at $2 and $3. 
Rather than meet the requirements of the new state law, the 
Bell removed its plant in all of the cities of the state equaling 
Elkhart in size. The inconvenience experienced by those 
who had had access to telephone service, became such a bur- 
den that a limited number of business men concluded to let 
the Bell Telephone Company re-establish itself at the old- 
time exorbitant rate, disre- 
garding the statute limita- 
tion in rates. Another Bell 
system grew very slowly at 
these rates, until the Home 
Telephone Company invad- 
ed the field. Today the lat- 
ter, an Independent com- 
pany, has 1,800 subscribers 
to the Bell’s 500. 

Reliable estimates were 
nade some time since as to 
the monthly progress made 
by the Indiana Independ- 
ents, which were truly start- 
ling. In the United States 
as a whole, during a period 
of eight years, every week day there was $100,000 cap- 
ital invested in Independent development, 200 miles of me- 
tallic toll lines were built, 1,200 new subscribers were 
added, three new companies were incorporated, aggregating 
120 stockholders. This was the daily record for eight 
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straight years. Indiana’s record for seven and one-half 
years shows that during every month of that period the In- 
dependents built and equipped on an average. one entire 
county system with 2,100 subscribers and 400 circuit miles 
of toll lines. 

Indiana Independents now have 40,000 miles of toll lines, 
whereas ten years ago they had none. There are 40,000 
telephones in the homes of the farmers of the state, every 
one of which has been installed since the inception of 
the Independent movement. It is estimated there is a tele- 
phone for every twelve peo- 
ple in the state. Before 
competition the ratio was 
one telephone to every 240 
of population. 

In the map accompanying 
this story of Indiana it will 
be seen that the state is well 
supplied with toll lines, most 
of which belong to the New 
Long Distance Telephone 
Company, which compares 
favorably with any company 
in the United States in the amount of long distance toll 
lines. The company has seventy-five circuits running out of 
the state connecting with Independent exchanges as far west 
as Kansas City and as far east as Wheeling. It requires a 
30-position toll switchboard besides a chief operator’s and 
monitor’s desk to handle the more than 2,000 toll calls per 
day centering in Indianapolis. 

The telephone story of Indiana would not be complete 
without mentioning some of the men who have made In- 
dependent telephone history. 
Among those who _ have 
been born and bred in the 
paw paw state and who have 
taken part in Indiana’s ad- 
vancement might be men- 
tioned the late S. P. Sheerin, 
who was the father of Inde- 
pendent telephony in Indi- 
ana; L. A. Frazee, of Con- 
nersville; A. C. Lindemuth, 

batepenbont, bg manag of Richmond; Theodore 
salen Thorward, of South Bend; 
W. L. Moellering and George W. Beers, of Ft. 
Wayne; A. F. Ramsey, of Crawfordsville; C. D. Knoefel, 
of New Albany; Rome Stephenson, of Rochester; Jas. B. 
Goodrich, of Winchester; and Charles S. Norton, of Indian- 
apolis. Mr. Norton was for many years associated with 
Mr. Sheerin and has carried out many of his original plans 
as to the development of the state from an Independent 
standpoint. Mr. Norton, as secretary of the state associa- 
tion, has done a great deal of work in the interests of the 
cause, and has one of the strongest state telephone or- 
ganizations in the United States. ; 

Assisting the above named men in the development of 
the state might be mentioned James S. Brailey, Jr., and A. L. 
Tetu—two leaders in the movement who have done much 
for its advancement in the Hoosier state. Illustrations are 
also given herewith of some of the leading exchanges and 
factories of the state which give an idea of the substantial 
character of the movement in Indiana. 

The Indiana Independent Telephone Association was or- 
ganized July 12, 1905, when one hundred and fifty per- 
sons representing a majority of the interests of the Inde- 
pendent telephone companies of the state met at Winona 
for the purpose of perfecting a closer state and district 
organization of the Independent telephone interests of In- 
diana. At the time of this meeting there was in existence 
the Mutual Telephone Association of Indiana and four addi- 
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tional associations, representing various sections of the 
state, but in no wise affiliated. It was apparent to all In- 
dependent telephone companies that the state should be or- 
ganized into districts, which would be auxiliary to a general 
state organization, and the state organization, in turn, aux- 
iliary to the national association. The meeting adopted a 
constitution along these lines, and elected officers in accord- 
ance with the plan. The state was divided into eleven dis- 
tricts, according to their telephone and commercial interests. 

The associations existing at that time have merged their 
interests with the present state association, and seven of the 
districts have organized by electing officers and adopting 
by-laws in accordance with the state constitution. These dis- 
tricts have also organized each county of their respective 
districts into a county association, which is auxiliary to the 
district association. 


The assocation now includes nearly all of the companies’ 


in the state. Its last convention was a great success, and 
the work being accomplished this year by the organization 
is certain to achieve results of material value to the future 
development of the movement. Nearly 175,000 of the In- 
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dependent telephones of the state are represented by the as- 
sociation. The Indiana association shows commendable en- 
terprise in publishing a bulletin which has been the means 
of distributing accurate knowledge and furnishing statistics 
showing the rapid growth of the Independent telephone 
movement to everyone in Indiana financially or otherwise 
directly interested in developing the business. The associa- 
tion headquarters at Indianapolis has become a veritable 
clearing house for information of interest to Independent 
telephone companies until a company in the northern part 
of the state is almost as conversant with telephone affairs in 
the other sections of the state as it is with matters in its ad- 
joining county. This common knowledge of battles fought 
and won, of new systems installed and older systems re- 
built, of better rates secured, of successful placing of securi- 
ties, is rapidly making the entire state, so far as these facts 
are concerned practically one vast telephone system. 

Solid and extensive as has been the success of the In- 
diana Independent telephone movement the signs for still 
greater growth are most favorable and the opinion is uni- 
versally held that the years to come will see its most won- 
derful development. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


py i. Cc. 


to comment on the question of reserve in its appli- 
‘cation to both the Chicago Telephone Company and 
the Keystone Telephone Company of Philadelphia. 

The management of the Keystone Telephone Company 
deposits $0.34 a month, or $4.08 per year, for every tele- 
phcne in its system. This is a flat cash reserve, called a 
renewal reserve, and is as necessary to pay as the interest 
on the bonds. In addition to this cash reserve of $4.08 per 
year, the company has the usual reserve for uncollectible 
accounts, auditing, and other expenses. The Beil Telephone 
Company operates a publication department, and issues 
what can be safely called a “yellow sheet,” for it is very 
careless from the standpoint of adhering to the truth. The 
authcr of the mis-statements is certainly incorrigible, but it 
does not hurt the Independent securities for the Bell Hes- 
sians to say harsh things about them. 


This Bell sheet describes the Keystone Telephone Com- 
pany, and when this author arrived at the $4.08 annual re- 
newal cash reserve, a queer thought apparently swept 
through his feeble brain, for he called this reserve the “nig- 
ger in the woodpile.” Also, he said, “any Bell engineer 
would not dream of putting in less than ten per cent depre- 
ciation.” 

Now, this ten per cent depreciation is a book deprecia- 
tion, and anything can be shown by books. But the idea 
of a renewal reserve is in cash, and not in construction. 
Some day when a company needs money seriously, for in- 
stance after a big general fire or earthquake, it is easier to 
find cash deposited in a trust company than to realize cash 
on the construction, which has been ruined. In other words, 
a cash reserve for renewals of two per cent is better than 
a book reserve of ten per cent. But the Bell Telephone 
Company operating in Chicago evidently is an exception to 
the usual run, if we may believe the “yellow sheet” editor. 
The last statement of the Chicago Telephone Company 
shows the reserves of years ending 1905 and 1906. This 
statement neither shows a book reserve of ten per cent, nor 
anywhere near it. The following columns show total re- 
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serves at the end of 1905 and 1906, and the total reserve for 
1906, with an average of 157,000 telephones: 





To1g06. To1gos5. For 1906. 

Reserve for switchboards, cable and 
a ey Ay eR eee -F $1,651,535 $1,276,301 $375,144 
Reserve for buildings............. 40,530 18,763 21,767 
meserve for t2R0Sscsiccciccccccuses's 232,388 168,065 64.323 
Reserve for insurance fund........ 175,000 150,000 25,000 
Reserve for uncollectible accounts. ... 82,362 43.362 39,000 
Reserve for directory expense...... 22,892 18.796 4,186 
Reserve for unearned rentals...... 34,242 38,122 Loss. 
Reserve for outstand toll tickets.... 3,854 3,801 Loss. 
$2,242,803 $1,717,413 $525,413 


The total reserves to the end of 1905 were $1,717,390. 
The total reserves at the end of 1906 were $2,242,803. 
Therefore, the total reserves for the year of 1906 were but 
$525,413. 

The number of telephones at the beginning of the year 
1906 were 143,223. The number at the end of 1906 were 
170,834, or a net gain of 27,611 telephones, or an average 
for the year of 157,028. 

If the Keystone Telephone Company’s policy were car- 
ried out, there should have been reserves credited to the 
Chicago Telphone Company just 157,028, multiplied by that 
alleged “nigger in the wocdpile,” $4.08, or a sum total of 
practically $640,675 for 1906. 

But the Chicago Telephone Company is not underground 
all over, and yet it put into the total reserve all possible 
losses, and such doubtful things as deferred taxes and in- 
surance, and yet only shows an annual renewal reserve of 
practically $3.34. Now, gentle reader, wherein doth the 
“nigger in the woodpile” apply to the Chicago Telephone 
Company? ‘ 

Think of it! A reserve of but $3.34 per telephone for 
1906, and it is possibly not all cash, either. Not a stock- 
holder knows just where that money is. Yet any holder 
of Keystone securities can see where that company’s re- 
serve is. It is cash in a stated bank, and the drawing ac- 
count is in the hands of the proper people. But the Chi- 
cago Telephone Comnany all these vears has not done 





nearly as well as it did in 1906. I am going back over its 
record of twenty-three years and see whether it has rigidly 
adhered to the ten per cent depreciation. It shows: 


Year. 1894 
1906 1893 
1905 1892 
1904 18gI 
1903 1890 
1902 1889 
IQOI 1888 
1900 1887 
1899 1886 
1898 
1897 


23,000 
« 22,000 
21,000 
20,000 
18,000 
15,000 
13,000 
11,000 
8,000 
5,000 
2,000 


No. of telephones. 
157,000 
130,000 
110,000 
95,000 
85,000 
70,000 
55,000 
45,000 
35,000 | 
30,000 | 
1896 28,000 ae 
1895 25,000 1,023,000 

During the t tw yenty- three years’ life of this Chicago octo- 
pus there have been approximately 1,023,000 telephone 
years. If the Keystone ruling had been carried out, $4.08 
per year, the reserve of the Chicago Telephone Company 
should stand at $4,073,840 cash. Instead, the reserve at the 
end of 1906 shows but a paltry $2,243,803. Putting this 
into dollars, per telephone per year, the reserve plan of the 
Chicago Telephone Company shows but $2.20 per year. 
Surely, “let him among you who is without sin cast the 
first stone.” 

My advice to the publicity department of the Bell inter- 
ests is to get busy and go after the truth. I know that a 
New Engl: land conscience is pliable, and the very spirit that 
justifies the burning of witches in those good old early days 
is still working overtime. 

My advice to the Independent telephone companies is to 
create a reserve, and let it be cash. The same thing applies 
to the family, who cannot save much these days, but they 
must save just a little for a rainy day and have it out at in- 
terest. Your book reserve may show a great surplus, but 
when critical times come, and the sheriff is knocking at the 
door, your plant will not do. It will take cash to pay your 
debts of future renewals if you wish to retain control. 

Certainly, the safety of any reserve is in its convertibil- 
itv. If it is in money, no conversion is necessary. A bank 
often fails when it has assets exceeding liabilities. But a 
run causes ruin. So will a run of nature ruin a telephone 
plant. 

If your reserves are as high as fifteen per cent annually, 
and are invested in the plant, and a general calamity comes 
along, it will destroy the plant and reserves, too. That is 
just when the reserve is needed. The reserve fund must be 
in a safe place. 

Therefore, my claim that a telephone company which 
annually puts even $1.00 cash away for every telephone, in 
the bank, is better off, and more sensibly managed, than a 
company which maintains a ten per cent bank reserve which 
no one can find. 

Moral: Have your reserve money in the bank, and re- 
member that “those who live in glass houses should not 
throw stones.” 





Will a common carrier law work any benefit to an Independent 


telephone company? In our state, South Dakota, the Northwest- 
ern Telephone Exchange Company, with headquarters at Minne- 
apolis, in another state, practically controls the situation, because it 
has exclusive contract relations with the largest and most important 
company in the state. We have already communication with Min- 
neapolis and Sioux City, but the connection we really need is the 
local state service which we cannot get now nor does it look as if 
we would get it. Our state telephone association is in favor of the 
common carrier law, and its members cheerfully expressed them- 
selves in favor of it. They seemed to think that the proverbial 
“lion and lamb” could be made to lie down together, but I have my 
doubts. It looks as if we would be benefited, but why have not 
other states, much older in telephone ways, enacted common carrier 
laws? 

Please give us your opinion.—A, J. B., South Dakota. 

Nebraska Independents clamored for common carrier 
laws until the situation at Lincoln cleared and an exchange 


was installed there. But when the Independents found 
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themselves really independent, they did not want common 
carrier laws, because such a law was useless. I think, al- 
though knowing South Dakota rather obscurely, that the 
common carrier law in South Dakota will work no benefit 
to the truly Independent plant. Such a law is like unto a 
double-edged sword, because if you force the Bell to con- 
nect you, you give them a powerful reason for one telephone 
system. Supposing you had such a law, and supposing that 
the local plant at Sioux Falls had toll trunks to a common 
toll board, also used by the Bell company. Your subscrib- 
ers would bé at the mercy of the toll operators. They 
would have an occasional chance to remark upon some of 
your conditions that might make your subscribers suspi- 
cious. The operator could say, “Oh, why don’t you get a 
Bell telephone; you could hear better,” and such insidious 
suggestions would tend to uproot confidenec in your sys- 
tem. Suppose the toll calls were going to the toll board 
from the Bell board at the same time that your calls were 
being sent. Of course, each call would be quickly and care- 
fuly recorded. It would be easy to detect discrimination 
if the Bell operators refused to record your calls. but the 
board having lots of business, some calls will have to wait. 
Do you think the Bell calls would wait? No! But do you 
doubt that your calls would wait? They would wait. And 
what legal device could detect discrimination, unless some 
operator peached? Go back to human nature, Two chil- 
dren are drowning. One of them is your very own, and is 
dear to you. The other child belongs to your business 
rival, and the loss of his child will cripple him seriously. 
Now, suppose that but one child could be saved . Whose 
child would you save? Yours, and yours every time. Like- 
wise the Bell company would save their own customers. 
You know they would, and you know you would, if you 
were in its place. What would be the penalty upon your 
local service? You would have many subscribers. doing 
an out-of-town business. They would quickly find that a 
call originating over your telephone would not make as 
swift progress as one originating over the Bell. In these 
days of refined greed you cannot expect gratitude, and your 
old subscriber becomes lukewarm, and commences to use 
the telephone which gives him the best long-distance serv- 
ice. The Independent telephone business is “not a cause, as 
some of these modern Patrick Henrys make out, but a stern 
fight, anda merciless one, too. The fickle public cannot 
always be depended upon. One day it lauded Dewey, and 
the next day derided him. You cannot pose as a friend of 
the people long, when you are taking their money and not 
giving as much for it as your rival. And right here is the 
chance for your rival. At present he has no means of show- 
ing any superiority. He has none, compared fairly; but 
once you go into his exchange you give him a chance to 
create unfair comparisons, and you are put on the defensive. 
It is much easier to fight when you have an advantage and 
are merely defending it. Triple defenses are hard to carry, 
and the enemy knows it. Now, you wish to tear down your 
defense by putting your subscribers at the mercy of your 
rival. Ifa hungry wolf were in your hen house you would 
not send your youngest child out there to drive the wolf out. 

I am convinced that the common carrier law aims at the 
very heart of Independent telephone success. It would 
mean the death of many meritorious enterprises. I actu- 
ally believe that the Bell interests are cheerfully awaiting 
any action the legislature may take. It won’t hurt the Bell. 
The Bell organization around you is a good one. It is 
wide awake, and never sleeps. either. No other Bell com- 
pany has half as good and effective an organization. And 
make up your mind that, if this company makes no oppo- 
sition you had better begin work against it. If the law 
would really harm the Bell you would see more activity 
than you do now. Laws can be made by the gross. Laws 
are made by skilled men, so that skilled men can evade 
them. When I was a boy on the Kansas plains, the mere 
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those were unwritten laws. Now, these laws are written, 
and skilled lawyers read between the lines and get Mr. H. 
Thief either an “immunity bath” or thirty days in a pleas- 
ant Kansas jail. Your legislature can make common car- 
rier laws and hedge them about with dire penalties in lan- 
guage most concise and beautiful, but that won’t make 
them obeyed in the spirit in which they are made. It is all 
well to theorize, but when a thirsty man in Maine wants a 


drink, there is always a kind-hearted druggist willing to - 


aid him; and when you knock at Bell doors, whatever laws 
you have made, you will find that some instrument will be 
worked to your disadvantage. 

Much was said at the convention about the Iowa condi- 
tions. But Iowa has solved the problem. The Bell com- 
pany in Iowa is a fond joke. The Independents have met 
conditions there with iron hands, and they have won out. 
And, to cap it all, they have adopted the clearing house, 
which is a guarantee of future efficiency and improvement. 
This work is ever so ably handled by Mr. Hewes, and may 
he extend its operation to all the states. It is necessary. 
Aesop said that a wolf once met a lamb at a creek cross- 
ing, and immediately set about to eat him. The lamb gave 
many good reasons why he should not be eaten, and the 
wolf was apparently unable to meet the argument. But the 
wolf was desperately hungry, and said, “While I see the 
beauty of your argument, I am desperately hungry and 
may not get another chance to eat, and so must eat,” which 
he did, and the lamb disappeared. Your Northwestern Tel- 
ephone Exchange Company is a hungry wolf, and a merci- 
less one, too. There is no use of arguing with it. You 
might as well swear at it, because it will try to eat you just 
the same. And it is hungry, too. It goes without meals for 
long stretches. Note the defaulted bond issue. It is smart- 
er than any legislature you can dig up in your state. Peace 
be to the ashes of your proposed common carrier law. 


I wish to obtain information on how to make electrical 
tests with a Wheatstone bridge, and at what price I can get 
books on this subject? I wish also to get information about 
storage battery—S. A., Arkansas. 

Get K. B. Miller’s text book on “American Telephone 
Practice.” You can get it from the Telephony Publishing 
Company for $3.00. In it you will find data about storage 
batteries. 


Please give me in TELEPHONY directions for adjusting a 
biased ringer; also a description of its operation when used 
with alternating current—A Subscriber, Boston. 

A biased ringer should be adjusted so that the tapper will 
not strike either gong when propelled by the finger. This 
leaves the tapper a chance to strike the gong and to be 
thrown in the opposite direction by the energy stored in the 
tapper. This adjustment is a combination of the stop, the 
armature and the gongs. Alternating current will ring both 
positive and negative adjustments. They are arranged so 
that a positive current will pull against a stop, while the 
negative current causes a free stroke. Reversing the ringer, 
makes the negative pull a stop, while the positive has free 
action. To put on an alternating current will ring both 
bells. 


If there is any way in which I can connect from 5 to 8 receivers 
to 1,600 ohm. bridging telephone, so that a number of persons can 
“listen in” simultaneously, will you please tell me how it may be 
done and also tell me if a telephone will transmit more loudly by 
placing a larger number of batteries in the circuit, and if so, how 
many cells of ordinary “dry” telephone variety may be used without 
damaging the instrument in any way, and oblige?—C. M. G., New 
Mexico. 


Connect the receivers in series with the present receiver. 


Your transmitter will transmit more loudly with more bat- 
teries, but the number will be limited to frying limit. Short- 


. do not 


circuit your telephone and listen. If an additional battery 
causes frying, take it out of circuit. 





I would like to ask you why the telephone manufacturers 
solder the joints where the larger wire fastens to 
the small wire in ringer coils, and same in the induction coil. I 
have trouble at that point and have found the joints to be open.— 
B. #, R.. Utica, N. Y. 

All those manufacturers who do not solder all the joints 
of their telephone sets hold up their hand! I dont’ believe 
I have ever seen a telephone described as yours. The joints 
should be soldered—this is certain. 

This is a blow to the standardization committee. In all of 
its deliberations it never mentioned this important point; 
and it certainly is important. If you have telephones with 
such connections they must be the result of a mistake. 





MICHIGAN MANAGERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


Independent telephone men of Michigan claim to be the 
originators of the idea of orgamizing an association of man- 
agers. General Mana- 
ger C. E. Tarte of the 
Citizens’ Telephone 
Company of Grand Rap- 
ids evolved the plan of 
forming a society for 
men in the operating de- 
partment, often finding 
it useful to hold confer- 
ences with the managers 
of the exchanges con- 
nected with his com- 
pany. 

The thought of form- 
ing a broader association 
was left to certain of 
the officers of the new 
association, and was first 
brought out at the last 
annual meeting of the 
state association at Ann 
Arbor last March. It 
received its next help at 

F. V. Newman, President. the annual meeting of 
the Citizens’ managers at Grand Rapids last May, to which 
Mr. Tarte kindly invited several outside men. 

The committee on preliminary work was appointed at 
that time, and brought their work to a culmination Decem- 
ber 12th, when the representative managers of the state 
met at Jackson and perfected the organization of the Inde- 
pendent Telephone Managers’ Association of Michigan, 
with a membership of sixty-two. A great deal of pains 
has been taken in this work to keep the new movement 
well within the bounds it is expected to occupy. It is de- 
signed strictly as a help to the work of telephony in the In- 
dependent field, and in no wise to interfere with the state 
organization. This point is emphasized fully in the appli- 
cation which every member is required to sign. In addi- 
tion to the good to be derived from a fre afscussion and 
exchange of ideas, it is expected that a closer acquaintance 
of the men of the state will result in a bond of fraternalism 
which will bring the many units of which the business is 
made up into closer touch and sympathy with each other 
and so better the service. It is hoped to be able to hold 
at least two meetings a year, and the officers have in mind 
some ideas to keep up interest in the mean time. 

The officers of the Independent Telephone Managers’ As- 
sociation of Michigan are: President, F. V. Newman, 
Grand Rapids; vice president, William Robinson, Michigan ; 
secretary and treasurer, H. T. Clough, Owosso; executive 
committee, F. V. Newman, William Robinson, F. M. How- 
ard, A. A. Burch, H. T. Clough. 














NORTHWESTERN CEDARMEN’S 
CONVENTION 


Annual Meeting Held at Duluth. January 8, and Proved a Great Success 


By E. M. Merrell 


MORNING SESSION, 


ry lke Northwestern Cedarmen’s Association held its 
| annual convention at Duluth, Minn., January 8, and 
the meeting proved one of the most successful and 
interesting ever held by the organization. The convention 
met in the “sun parlor” of the Spalding hotel, and was at- 
tended by many of the leading producers of white cedar 
poles, posts and shingles in Michigan, Minnesota and Wis- 
consin. Owing to the late arrival of trains from the east 
and south the first business session was not called to order 
until noon. As President M. H. Coolidge was unable to 
leave home on account of illness in his family, the conven- 
tion was presided over by P. W. Raber of Chicago, the 
vice-president, who handled the gavel so satisfactorily that 
he afterwards was elected president for the ensuing vear. 

When the session opened, the roll was called and showed 
lhe following were present: 

I’. W. Raber, Raber & Watson, Chicago; J. W. Benham, 
Naugle Pole & Tie Company, Chicago; E. C. Norton, Kel- 
logg Switchboard & Supply Company, Chicago; Daniel 
Wells, Ford River Lumber Company, Wells, Mich.; I. H. 
Chandler, Marshall Hl. Coolidge Company, Minneapolis ; H. 
M. Clark, Clark Pole & Tie Company, Bemidji, Minn. ; A. 
T. Naugle, Naugle Pole & Tie Company, Chicago; J. W. 
Naugle, Naugle Pole & Tie Company, Menominee, Mich. ; 
IX. D. Beeson, Naugle Pole & Tie Company, Bemidji, Minn. ; 
W. Hl. Graffis, TeELeEpnony, Chicago; M. Kk. Bissell, Erick- 
son & Bissell, Escanaba, Mich.; R. R. Genge, Francis Beid- 


ler & Company, Chicago; J. FE. W. Branan, Francis Beid- 
ler & Company, Chicago; W. C. Moss, McCulloch & Moss 
Lumber Company, Minneapolis; E. Huser, Beaver Dam 
Lumber Company, Cumberland, Wis.; J. A. McDav- 


itt, Cliquet Tie & Post Company, Cloquet; H. M. 
Dixon, Cloquet Tie & Post Company, Cloquet; L. 
L.. Hill, Page & Hill Company, Minneapolis; H. F. Part- 
ridge, T. M. Partridge Lumber Company, Minneapolis ; 
Ricker Van Meter, Deer River Lumber Company. Deer 
River, Minn.; J. P. Miller, Minneapolis Cedar & Lumber 
Company, Minneapolis; H. S. Gilkey, Pendleton & Gilkey, 
Minneapolis; I]. W. Reade, Pittsburg & Lake Superior 
[ron Company, Escanaba; N. W. Burrell, The Valentine- 
Clark Company, Blackduck, Minn.; FE. L. Clark, The Valen- 
tine-Clark Company, Chicago; Wm. Mueller, Jr... Wm. 
Mueller Company, Blaney, Mich.; W. P. Bowering, C. H. 
Worcester Company, Chicago; W. B. Thomas, White Mar- 
ble Lime Company, Manistique, Mich.; T. P. Bradley, Du- 
luth Log Company, Duluth; L. R. Martin, L. R. Martin, 
Duluth; Geo. Martin, Martin Brothers, Duluth; W. C. 
Chureh, W. C. Church Lumber & Coal Company, Des 
Moines, Ia.; A. D. MacIntyre, Pittsburg & Lake Superior 
Iron Company, Duluth; M. ©. Nelson, secretary, Minne- 
apolis; J. IF. Hayden, Mississippi Valley Lumberman, 
\linneapolis. 

Secretary M. ©. 
minutes of the last meeting of the association. 
special meeting held in Minneapolis last fall. 
were approved as read. 


Nelson was then called upon for the 
This was a 
The minutes 


Mr. Raber then announced that owing to sickness in the 
family of Mr. Coolidge he could not be present. He re- 


gretted it as well for the loss to the meeting, as because he 
himself would have to preside. 

‘Secretary M. O. Nelson was then called upon for his re- 
port, and, before reading the review of work of his office, 
passed around copies of his compilation of statistics gath- 
ered from cedar producers. 

These statistics gave an estimate of the cedar to be pro- 
duced in the three white cedar states for the current winter, 
as compared with last winter. The estimates cover nearly 
the entire territory. The one district not reporting in this 
summary reported last year a cut of 600,000 posts and 200,- 
000 poles and probably will not vary much from that this 
The estimates follow: 


year. 
Cut of logging Cut of logging 
; season 1906-7. season 1905-6. 
ip) eee 7,083,000 7,770,000 
8-foot soe Opiate aga gidie acharern are rrr 1,321,000 
ae te Oe eae eeres 353,000 448,000 
Se ere Ae ar 1,019,500 
er NN Hanes ote err 1.275,000 1,191,000 


Secretary Nelson then continued: 

“The bulk of the secretary's report and the most inter- 
esting part, is already in your hands in the form of a sum- 
mary of cedar produced during 1906, as compared with 
1905; of dry stocks on hand January, 1907, as compared 
with January 1, 1906; of short poles sold during 1906, as 
compared with 1905, and on estimates of cedar to be cut 
this year as compared with last. The report of cedar pro- 
duced is the most thorough yet gathered by the secretary’s 
office. It is furnished by one hundred and twenty whole- 
sale dealers, of whom twenty-seven are members of this 
association.” 

Continuing, the secretary said that an analysis of this re- 
port would show that in 1906 there was a much smaller 
production of stocks, from 7 to 20 feet in length, than dur- 
ing 1905. On short poles, from 12 to 20 feet in length, the 
product of the past year was somewhat in excess of that 
reported for 1905. On long poles, 25 feet and longer, there 
was a slight increase in 1906, as compared with 1905. 

In his review of dry stocks on hand the first of this year 
stocks, from 7 to 10 feet, showed a falling off, and the stock 
of short poles on hand also showed a decrease. There was 
an increase in the number of telegraph poles, but the mar- 
ket a year ago was nearly bare on this item. The secre- 
tary said that his report was not as complete as it might 
have been, as the very few days intervening between the 
first of January and the annual meeting made it difficult 
to get a full report of dry stocks on hand for convention 
use, but he said that the report would be extended and the 
summary mailed to dealers when enough reports had been 
received to nearly cover the field. Reporting on the sales of | 
stock the secretary said that responses had been received, 
but from comparatively few white cedar producers. So 
far as reports have come in, sales show something of a re- 
duction as compared with the sales in 1905, although the 
decrease was only a little more than one per cent. The es- 
timates of cedar to be produced during the coming winter 
indicate that the total product of poles, short posts and long 
poles, will be about the same as last year, although some 
items will be produced more heavily and some less so. The 
remainder of the secretary's report is as follows: 
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“The association has been interested this year in the prog- 
ress of the car strike and equipment complaint before the 
interstate commerce commission. Very full and careful 
reports of this case have been made from time to time by 
the chairman of your committee, Mr. E. L. Clark of Chi- 
cago, who will give further very interesting information at 
this meeting. 

“Our endeavors to test the reliability of our table of es- 
timated weights of cedar is one of the principal association 
activities of the year. This work was done exhaustively and 
fairly by your committee in the presence of representatives 
of the western and central railway weighing associations. 
While the results seemed to prove our table of weights 
amply high, with perhaps a few exceptions in the larger 
sizes, the information gathered by the weighing association 
representatives appears to have been only such as might be 
used to discredit overweight claims. A majority of our 
members have expressed themselves formally to the secre- 
tary as desirous of canvassing at this meeting the question 
of higher estimated weights. 

“Inquiries for and offers of stock, between members, 
through the secretary’s office, have been numerous this year. 
A report of dry stocks on hand July 1 was issued, and will 
be made a permanent feature of the secretary’s office. Mar- 
ket reports have been issued from time to time, and an east- 
ern freight rate book published. For the past six months 
we have had reports on the conditions of railway scales, 
over which cedar is weighed, and these have been for- 
warded from the secretary's office to every member wish- 
ing such reports. . 

“The association has lost no member by death this year. 
It has increased its membership from 32 to 38. The treas- 
urer’s report will show that, while we have aided the car 
stake case with a remittance of $500, and have had a few 
unusual expenses, the balance is still on the right side of 
the ledger and growing a little.” 

There being no dbjection, the chair announced that the 
secretary's report would be accepted as read. 


Treasurer W. B. Thomas was then cailed upon for his 
report, of which a memorandum follows: 
Balance on hand Jan. 5, 1906......... picwacwn ni $ 748.31 
I TS ok aa nie aamedewrdatawaiwe te 200.00 


i i ea 


2,635.00 


Subscriptions to car stake fund and other sub- 
DEE sits “6dese seed tebeuesésheeneens ws 450.00 
BE 62+-cdcied minat>ebesenensmmnnameene $4,033.31 

EMBCUSES BS PET WOUCMETS « occsccciccs vevewees 3,035.50 





I CD 6 64:00:45,040 Rss eH eREEEMS $ 997.81 


()n motion the report of the treasurer was accepted. 

The chair then called for reports of committees, and the 
first committee requested to make a report was the car stake 
and equipment committee. 

The report was presented verbally by E. L. Clark who 
said that what he had to present would be but a continua- 
tion of the report made at the special meeting in the fall. 
The committee had held various meetings. They had raised 
the $500 assessment to support the suit before the interstate 
commerce commission and Attorney Ross, representing the 
various shipping associations, had thanked the association 
for it. A further appeal for money had been made by Mr. 
Ross, but the committee was not authorized to support the 
work further and it was not given. Mr. Ross had asked 
him if he would endeavor to secure further aid, either from 
the association or from individual members, but he had not 
been able to promise anything. Continuing, Mr. Clark said: 
“IT do not know that you all are aware of the fact that you 
are entitled to five hundred pounds for all cars of cedar 
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products shipped, which weigh over thirty thousand pounds, 
where car stakes must be provided by you. Freight bills 
should show this reduction and, if they do not, you should 
claim it and your claims will be recognized. One point I 
want to make is that it is the duty of our association to give 
this matter thorough thought and attention. The interstate 
commerce commission has succeeded in getting the rail- 
roads to experiment with permanent car stake equipment, 
but I do not believe that the shippers of cedar products want 
this permanent equipment for flat or gondola cars. Experi- 
ments with them have proven that permanent stakes are 
not practicable for loads of cedar products. The collaps- 
ible stake will not work in unloading. The reason for this 
is that when a load of poles has been sent over the road it 
settles more or less, and the stakes bulge and it is impossible 
to remove them when it comes to unloading. Cedar poles 
are unloaded in a different manner than lumber. The stakes 
are removed and the load dumps itself, but these permanent 
stakes cannot be taken out when a load of cedar poles has 
settled, and, hence the only way to unload them is to use a 
derrick to take them out one at a time, and that is not eco- 
nomical. I believe we should spend our efforts in working 
for a reduction in weights and for claims for overweights, 
but not for permanent equipment. I have been notified that 
the Northwestern and St. Paul roads have equipped ten cars. 
for the use of shippers of cedar, and anyone who wishes to 
experiment with them can notify me and I will see that the 
cars are sent to you. But I do not believe that you will find 
them practicable. I do not want any permanent stakes for 
flat cars, and would suggest that a committee be appointed 
to draw up a resolution to the effect that permanent stakes 
are not practicable and that we be made an allowance for 
the weight of stakes. If all flat cars are equipped with 
these permanent stakes the pockets for temporary stakes 
will have to be removed to make way for the new equip- 
ment, and if cars thus equipped are not practicable for us 
we will see them taken from us and turned over to the lum- 
bermen, and we will have greater difficulty than ever in se- 
curing cars to ship our products.” 

On motion, Mr. Clark was made a committee of one to 
prepare and present the resolution suggested by him. 

Chairman Raber then brought up the matter of weights 
of cedar stock and called for a discussion. 

On motion of A. T. Naugle, a committee of five was 
appointed to prepare and submit suggestions and revisions 
on the table of estimated weights at the afternoon session. 
Mr. Naugle’s motion included the provision that the vice- 
president be chairman of that committee. The other mem- 
bers appointed by the chair were A. T. Naugle, H. W. 
Reade, L. R. Martin, H. S. Gilkey. 

The chairman then brought up the question of the advi- 
sability of changing certain specifications, especially that re- 
garding the circumference of poles and posts calling for five 
inch top diameter, and also that relating to butt rot. 

H. S. Gilkey, chairman of the trades relation committee, 
was then called upon for a report, but said that his com- 
mittee had been dissolved and that there was nothing to say 
in the matter. 

L. R. Martin, reporting for the railroad committee, said 
he had received no complaints and had nothing to report. 

On motion of Mr. Gilkey, the secretary read the names 
of the members of the permanent committees, and they were 
instructed to report at the afternoon session. The conven- 
tion then adjourned until 2:30 p. m. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The afternoon session was called to order by Chairman 
Raber, at 2:30 o’clock, and he announced that the members 
mention of a horse thief would make every Christian citi- 
zen go for his rope and shotgun. 
the expense of his funeral was all there was to it. 


When they caught him 
But 
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of the association were invited to a banquet in the main din- 
ing room of the hotel, at 6:30 in the evening. 

The chairman of the railroad committee, L. R. Martin, 
was again called upon, and said that since his committee 
had received no complaints during the year he supposed 
that _everybody was satisfied and that everything was 
lovely. 

Reporting for the post and shingle committee Mr. Gilkey 
said that the committee was unanimous in the decision not 
to make any recommendation, and moved that, the report 
be adopted. This was done without division. 

In reference to the general conditions in the cedar trade, 
Mr. Gilkey spoke of the factors that were contributing to 
the increased cost of logging. He said that the value of 
cedar products was always determined by the relation of 
supply and demand and the cost of production. Every mem- 
ber would be able to judge for himself what his products 
ought to bring. Very little hauling had yet been done, al- 
though work usually commenced about the middle of De- 
cember. Some people were still cutting and skidding, but 
a very considerable part of the stock that had been cut 
would probably not be gotten out at all this winter. 

FE. L. Clark was called upon for the report of the pole 
committee but, as usual, that committee had nothing to re- 
port. 

The report of the inspection committee, according to T. 
P. Bradley, its chairman, was to the effect that there had 
been only two or three complaints made, and that the sec- 
retary had the details of what had been done in these cases. 
The secretary said that there were only two cases, and that 
the decision was still pending. 

The principal discussion of the afternoon session was 
then precipitated by the report of the committee on weights. 
This was presented by A. T. Naugle. The original report 
changed the weights on nearly every item on the white 
cedar list, but after a thorough discussion, which was par- 
ticipated in by most of those present, the report was re- 
jected. 

In the course of this discussion E. L. Clark suggested, 
in view of the expense the association had been to the past 
summer in making test weights, it would be very unwise to 
change the schedule at all. 

William Mueller asked for a summary of the report of 
the committee that had made the investigation during the 
summer, and Secretary Nelson again read that part of his 
teport which covered this material, and which contained the 
recommendation that no change in weights be made. 

Mr. Clark made some suggestions for change in the post 
weights, which agreed with those presented by the commit- 
tee. These included an increase in weight of 6x20 foot and 
of 7x40 foot, and longer. 

Mr. Naugle expressed the opinion that the weights were 
high enough if they could get correct weights from the 
railroad company, but overweight charges are so frequent 
and the claims so seldom paid that he believed it would 
be policy to raise the estimated weights. 

M. K. Bissell believed that if it had been shown that the 
present weights were correct they should not be raised, as 
it would put the association in the light of acknowledging 
that former weights were too low. 

Mr. Raber said that the committee’s reason for raising 
the weights was to get them high enough so that the rail- 
toad weights would not be overweights. 

Mr. Bradley asked if the reason for the recommendation 
was not merely to bring them up to the improper weights 
returned by the railways and, upon being answered in the 
affirmative, he said he did not believe that was the proper 
way. The correct way was to get after the roads and 
compel the return of correct weights. Further, if the new 


weights were adopted, it would knock out all claims for 
overweights that had been filed in the past. 
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W. C. Church said that the Idaho post men did not base 
their table of weights on the actual weight of the poles, but 
that they allowed enough to provide for contingencies, and 
hence they had no trouble with the railways. 

Speaking from the view point of shippers of posts, W. B. 
Thomas said that he believed that the weights of posts and 
short poles were all right and should not be changed. 

Mr. Raber said that the association had already accom- 
plished much in correcting the errors of the railroads. He 
had fewer claims during the past year than in previous 
years. However, there would always be claims for over- 
weights, and it was only a question whether the association 
members should continue to fight along the lines that had 
been followed or should change the weights to protect 
themselves. 

H. W. Reade thought that the weights recommended 
on 7x30’s. and longer, were about right. 

Mr. Church said that his average during the year had 
amounted to upwards of five dollars per car. 

Mr. Gilkey believed the present weights were about cor- 
rect, but still the members were getting overweights right 
along just the same. He did not believe that the western 
weighing association was toting fair nor had showed any 
disposition to do so. He believed that the only way to solve 
it would be to put the matter of weighing in the hands of 
the state. He had consulted an attorney who said that the 
state legislatures should pass laws to that effect. He be- 
lieved that the cedarmen’s associations should map out a 
plan and present such bills in the state legislatures in the 
states where white cedar was produced. A vote was then 
taken on the original report of the committee and, the roll 
call having been asked for, the vote was taken in that man- 
ner and the motion to adopt was lost. 

E. L. Clark then moved that the pole weights be revised 
and that the new weights be as follows: 


Pounds. 
i Sc ween meee wetales Sarai meeunt 190 
2 i eee eter Tr ree ce re tee ee 850 
2 ferret reer Tr ter eee TT Tee ee ee Te goo 
2 eS Pere eee eer eer Teer cere eT 1,100 
De OP Ue 6 nieach senddonerdenes ches nerwaseeaws 1,150 
fe Pee, Te Tee rer err ere TT Tre Cer TT 1,350 
ff Bee Tree eee eT Tee TTC Tr eT TT Te 1,700 
2 o 3 Serer eee cert ee TTT rrr ee rs 
. fer errr herr re rr Ter err re 2,500 
eS. 5S Serre ererr err rT reer Tree Tee reer 3,000 


After some further discussion of the weight matter Mr. 
Clark’s motion was adopted. , 

Mr. Gilkey then offered a motion to the effect that the 
secretary be instructed to communicate with the members 
of the state legislatures of Michigan, Wisconsin and Minne- 
sota, and endeavor to have the legislatures put weighing 
into the hands of the state. 

J. W. Benham believed that it would be better to have a 
legislative committee, and Mr. Gilkey accepted the sugges- 
tion and amended his motion so as to call for a committee 
of seven, made up of two representatives from each of the 
states mentioned and the secretary. This motion was car- 
ried. 

Mr. Clark then presented the following resolution on the 
car stake equipment question, and it was adopted without 
debate : . 

“Whereas, It is the sense of this association we deem it 
not advisable or feasible to equip flat and gondola cars with 
permanent car stakes, as same so equipped are not adapt- 
able for the loading and unloading of telegraph and tele- 
phone poles; and, 

“Whereas, The railroads are now equipping flat and gon- 
dola cars for this and other service; be it 

“Resolved, That as an association using only flat and 
gondola cars for its special commodity, it has been found 
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from tests made to be impracticable and not possible to use 
cars having permanent equipment, we request that the rail- 
road companies make a reasonable allowance for weights 
of equipment which is now furnished by the shipper, ‘and 
also request that no change be made without first investi- 
gating the requirements of the shippers of the commodity 
sold by this association.” 

Mr. Clark further moved that a copy be sent to the traffic 
manager of the Western and Trunk Line Weighing Asso- 
ciation, and this motion was also carried. 

The chairman then appoimted the following committee 
on nominations: H.S. Gilkey, L. R. Martin, M. K. Bissell, 
W. P. Bowering and E. Huser. 

After a short recess the committee returned and _ pre- 
sented the following report recommending the election of 
those named therein: 

President—P. W. 

Vice-President—A. T. Naugle, Chicago. 

Treasurer—W. Bb. Thomas, Manistique, Mich. 

Directors—One vear, Hall L. Brooks, Tomahawk, Wis. ; 
two years, L. R. Martin, Duluth, Minn., and E. L. Clark, 
Chicago. 

Pending action on the recommendations of the commit- 
tee, Mr. Raber said he would much prefer someone else be 
named for president. He thought the work of organiza- 
tion would be conducted to better advantage if the presi- 
dent were someone who would be in closer touch with the 
secretary's office at Minneapolis. The association, how- 
ever, would not accept his withdrawal, and he was unani- 
mously elected. 

Responding to calls for a speech, Mr. Raber thanked the 
for the honor. He said he had not suggested 
that someone else be chosen because he desired to shirk 
his duty. tle was taking more and more interest in the 
work of the association and was willing to do his part. He 
had not formerly been very enthusiastic, but after attend- 
ing one mecting he had seen how much good the organiza- 
tion was doing, and he would now do all he could to aid 
the work. 

The vote on vice-president was unanimous for A. T. 
Naugle and, in response to calls for a speech, he said that 
while he would not feel equal to the duties of president 
he thought he was qualified to fill the office of vice-president 
as the only duty he would have to perform would be to 
admire the president. 

Upon being re-elected treasurer, W. B. Thomas said he 
appreciated the confidence the association had placed in 
him. 

The election followed. Hall L. Brooks was named 
to fill the vacancy made by the promotion of Mr. Naugle 
to vice-president, since the vice-president is a director ex- 
officio. 

Mr. Clark said that he considered it an honor to be elected 
to any office in the Northwestern Cedarmen’s Association, 
and particularly to the board of directors, and thanked the 
association for the honor. 

Chairman Raber tock occasion here to commend the 
work of Mr. Clark on the car stake and equipment com- 
plaints, and said that he would entertain a motion extend- 
ing a vote of thanks to Mr. Clark for the work he had 
done. This motion was made by Mr. Naugle and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Martin also thanked the association for the honor of 
electing him to membership on the board of directors, but 
said that it might come with better grace from him had he 
not been a member of the nominating committee. 

Mr. Gilkey believed the time appropriate for extending a 
vote of thanks to. retiring President M. H. Coolidge, who 
was not present at the meeting, and offered a motion to 
the effect that the secretary be instructed to notify Mr. 
Coolidge that the association had exended him a vote of 
thanks. 


Raber, Chicago. 


association 


Telephony 


Some further parliamentary mix-up was precipitated by 
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a motion offered by L. L. Hill, making some changes in 
the weights of poles and an amendment to this motion 
offered by Mr. Huser to reconsider the vote on the original 
report of the committee on weights, but nothing came of 
the discussion and the association adjourned, but was im- 
mediately re-convened on the call of the board of directors 
to give consideration to the motion offered by Mr. Clark 
regarding some changes in specifications. These were pre- 
sented by Mr. Clark as follows, and adopted. 

Jn the specifications for standard telegraph, telephone 
and electric poles, in the sentence, commencing ‘If poles are 
green, the measurement of the tops of five-inch poles is to 
be sixteen inchs in circumference, instead of five inches 
plump in diameter, as at present.” 

The meeting then adjourned, and after adjournment the 
board of directors held a meeting and re-elected M. O. 
Nelson secretary. They also fixed the salary of the treas- 
urer and secretary the same as during the past year. 

President P. W. Raber, following out the motion passed 
at the meeting, selected the following legislative committee: 

For Minnesota—H. S. Gilkey and R. H. Downing. 

For Wisconsin—Hall L. Brooks and W. D. Connor. 

For Michigan—Ole Erickson and H. W. Reade. 

Secretary M. O. Nelson is also a member of this com- 
mittee. 

The standing committees for the year 
pointed by President Raber as follows: 

Committee on Posts and Shingles—J. E. Gerich, chair- 
man; T. M. Partridge, T. P. Bradley, W. B. Thomas, M. 
K. Bissell. 

Committee on Poles—M. H. Coolidge, chairman; C. H. 
Worcester, J. C. Kirkpatrick, Wm. Mueller, E. C. Norton. 

Committee on Railroads—L. R. Martin, chairman; R. R. 

Genge, Daniel Wells, W. P. Bowering. 

Committee on Official Inspection—H. S. Gilkey, chair- 
man; T. P. Bradley, E. S. Norton, A. D. Watson. 

At 6:30 o'clock about forty-five guests sat down to a 
banquet in the main dining room of the Spalding Hotel. 
The table where the guests were seated extended nearly 
the full length of the room and was beautifully decorated 
and sparkling with shining glass and silver. 

At the head of the table, H. S. Gilkey, toastmaster, sat 
flanked on the right by T. P. Bradley, on the left by L. R. 
Martin, two of the hosts of the evening. The following 
carefully selected menu had been prepared by the com- 
mittee of entertainers and was enjoyed from top to bottom 
by those who were privileged to be present. 


were also ap- 





MENU. 
Hinkley’s Bone Liniment. 


A Stars. Cedar Boughs. 


Extra Star 
Swamp Water. 
Second Growth Cedar. 
Thirty-fives. 
Saw 
Timber. 


Plugged Tops. 
Seven Inch 
Paving Blocks. 
Cat Faces and Dry 
Full List (No Discount). 
Competitors’ Brotherly Love. 
Spring and Summer Cut. 
Prospects for 1907. 

Load of Mixed Stock. Butt Rot. 
Mr. Becker’s Sentiments Towards Cedar Shippers. 
Sawed Ties. Creosote. 

When the cigars had been lighted Mr. Gilkey, in a very 
appropri iate speech complimented Duluth and the hosts of 
the evening for the banquet and reception, and called on L. 
R. Martin for an address of welcome. 


Dust. 


Winter, 


Mr. Martin responded by saving, “It is both a surprise 


and pleasure to welccme all of vou gentlemen as our guests. 
I feel incapable of expressing in a full measure our wel- 
come to you. 


I wish I were better able to do so, but on 
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the part of Duluth and Duluth members of the organization, 
I extend to you a most hearty welcome. ‘The pleasure is all 
ours.” 

Mr. Gilkey: “I know there are a great many of you who 
want to be called upon. In fact; as soon as it was known 
there was to be a banquet, Secretary Nelson was over- 
whelmed with letters from members of the association who 
wanted to be assured that they would be given an oppor- 
tunity to talk at the banquet. I am sorry that it will be im- 
possible to call upon and hear them all, and neither will it be 
possible to give them all the time they may want. If some 
of them who desired to be heard were given all the time they 
wanted, we would not get through here in a week. How- 
ever, we will hear from our secretary, who. will talk on ‘Our 
Association.’ ” 

M. O. Nelson: “Mr. Toastmaster. and gentlemen, I sup- 
pose that in giving me this subject it was intended that 1t 
should be as effective as one of your price lists; not a thing 
to stick to, but a thing to wander away from. Duluth is 
a city which is all scenery. A neighbor of mine built a 
Swiss cottage and regretted that he did not have a proper 
setting for it. I told him that if he could get a Duluth 
lot, which stood on end, it would make it a complete suc- 
cess.” Mr. Nelson ccntinued along this line of talk to the 
entertainment of the banqueters. 


The committee on arrangements had prepared a very 
interesting program of music and other specialties, and the 
toastmaster then called for the first of these, which was 
“Gathering of the Clans,’ on bagpipes by McLennan and 
Smith, who were dressed in Highland costume, and with 
their bagpipes sounding marched around and around the 
table. 

Following this number, “Paddy” Doran and “Jimmie” 
Myron, as they became familiary known before the enter- 
tainment was over, sang, “Larboard Watch Ahoy.” They 
were encored and came back with another verse of the 
same. 

Mr. Gilkey next introduced Fred Hall, of Superior, who 
entertained with a Swedish dialect story and a poem from 
James Whitcomb Riley’s writings. He was so heartily 
applauded that Mr. Gilkey felt impelled to ask him to repeat 
the French story which Mr. Hall had told him early in the 
evening. This was likewise received with great applause. 

Mr. Gilkey then called upon Smith and McLennan, who 
responded with the Highland Fling, with Mr. Smith in the 
roll of dancer, Mr. McLennan playing the bagpipes. 

This was followed by a “Scotch High Ball” song by 
“Paddy” Doran. 

Professor Way was next introduced and proved to be a 
most expert sleight of hand performer. 

The next number was a Scotch song, “Cameron Men,” 
by “Jimmie” Myron. He was followed by “Paddy” Doran, 
who sang Chauncey Olcott’s song, “My Wild Irish Rose.” 
Mr. Smith then danced a sword dance to bagpipe music. 

“Jimmie” Myron again appeared and rendered ‘Annie 
Laurie,” in a pleasing tenor and responded to an encore with 
“Kenneth McPherson’s Sow.” 

At this point in the program Mr. Gilkey again aroused 
the hopes of members of the association who had been ex- 
pected to speak, but changed his mind and called for an- 
other specialty by “Paddy” Doran. 

Following him Mr. Hall entertained the guests with 
more stories in dialect. Then after the bagpipes had again 
plaved, the entertainment ended with the singing of “Auld 
Lang Syne,” by the entire assembly. 

The entertainment and banquet were decidedly pleasant 
affairs, and the hosts, the Duluth Log Company, L. R. 
Martin, Martin Brothers, Cloquet Tie & Post Company. 


Marshall H. Coolidge and Marshall H. Coolidge Company, 
received many congratulations. 
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NEBRASKA STATE CONVENTION. 

The Nebraska Independent Telephone Association held 
its annual convention at Lincoln January 22, 23 and 24, in 
the Lindell Hotel, and proved to be a well-attended and 
successful meeting. An interesting program was provided 
and included papers on “Our Liability Before the Law,” by 
George E. Becker; “Toll Line Construction,” by S. A. 
Hensley ; “Toll Line Equipment,” by R. A. Duff; “Advan- 
tages of Consolidation,” by F. M. Pearl, and “Our Associa- 
tion,” by C. J. Garlow. The annual banquet of the Ne- 
braska Independents was held at the Lindell the evening of 
January 23, and was a most enjoyable affair. 

At the election of officers Frank H. Woods of Lincoln 
was re-elected president of the state association, and R. E. 
Mattison of Lincoln was re-elected secretary. The asso- 
ciation is engaged in an active campaign throughout Ne- 
braska and starts in the new year with very encouraging 
prospects of success. The state is divided into five districts, 
organized as follows: 

District No. 1—Dr. J. H. Lyman, president, Hastings ; 
Fred W. Ashton, vice-president, Grand Island; E. C. Krew- 
son, secretary and treasurer, Elm Creek. Counties—Hall, 
Hamilton, Merrick, Clay, Adams, Kearney, Buffalo, How- 
ard, Sherman, Custer, Lincoln, Dawson and north half of 
Phelps. 

District No. 2.—T. H. Pollock, president, Plattsmouth ; 
C. W. Nunemaker, vice-president, Tobias; R. E. Mattison, 
secretary and treasurer, Lincoln. Counties—Washington, 
Douglas, Saunders, ‘Sarpy, Cass, Otoe, Lancaster, Seward, 
Saline, York and Fillmore. 

District No. 3.—I. E. Montgomery, president, Blooming- 
ton; Sam Patterson, vice-president, Arapahoe; T. L. Porter, 
secretary-treasurer, Alma. Counties—Nuckolls, Webster, 
Franklin, Harlan, Furnas, Red Willow, Gosper, Frontier, 
Hayes, Chase, Perkins, Dundy. 

District No. 4—C. J. Garlow, president, Columbus; I. 
Lightner, vice-president, Monroe; A. S. Brown, secretary 
and treasurer, David City. Counties—Polk, Dodge, Col- 
fax, Nance, Platte, Boone, Butler, Madison, Stanton, Ante- 
lope. Cummings and Burt. 

District No. 5—C. W. Bartlett, president, Fairbury; A. 
R. Morris, vice-president, Blue Springs; C. W. Pool, secre- 
tary and treasurer, Tecumseh. Counties—Nemaha, Rich- 
ardson, Johnson, Pawnee, Gage, Jefferson and Thayer. 

The Telephone Traffic Association of Nebraska held its 
annual meeting during the convention. 








Several centuries ago an English poet who was sent to 
prison wrote that bars and locks cannot confine the man 
whose mind is free and unfettered. Doubtless the same 
thought has led a white woman confined in an Alabama 
county jail for manslaughter to demand a telephone in her 
cell. Yohlande Degg is the prisoner and she has appealed 
for a new trial to overthrow the sentence which imposed a 
penalty of twenty-three vears’ imprisonment. Having pow- 
erful friends, she obtained many favors denied the ordinary 
prisoner, and one of her requests was to have a telephone 
in the cell for her personal use. It was granted her after 
some delay, and now she can call up and talk with all her 
old friends who have not dropped her from their list of 
acquaintances. This is believed to be the first case on rec- 
ord of a convicted prisoner being allowed a private tele- 
phone. 





At Fort William, Ontario, the opposit‘on to the Bell is 
meeting with success that should be encouraging to other 
sections of the Dominion. The statistics show that in 1906 
the Fort William municipal plant realized a net profit of 
$3,300 after providing for a sinking fund and interest and 
setting aside ten per cent for depreciation. At that the 
people of Fort William pay only $2 a month for business 
telephones and $12 a vear for residence instruments. 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION AT CHICAGO. 
A T A meeting of the executive committee of the Inter- 
ni te il Independent Telephone Association held at 
Cleveland, Ohio, on January 7, it was decided to hold the 
next convention in Chicago on June 4, 5 and 6. After 
considering the invitations of many cities which were 
desirous of entertaining the Independent telephone men at 
their 1907 convention, Chicago was selected on account of 
its being the center of the Independent telephone field, and 
especii ally on account of the present telephone activity there. 
Monday, June 3, will be devoted to committee work and 
a meeting of the executive committee, the convention proper 
opening on Tuesday, June 4, and continuing during Wednes- 
Thursday. The meetings of the association will be 
held at the Auditorium Hotel, which will be headquarters 
for delegates and visitors, and where the manufacturers 
will have their exhibits. 
From all indications this convention will be a record- 
breaker, and will mark a new epoch in Independent tel- 
ephony. 


day and 





THE STORY OF INDIANA. 

T Ife growth of the Independent telephone movement 

in Indiana constitutes an interesting chapter in “The 
Story of the States.” In every field of endeavor the 
Iloosiers have made their mark, and the statistics show that 
their telephone men have fully maintained the record. Indi- 
ana is a fertile soil to produce anti-monopoly sentiment, and 
the records demonstrate that the organizers of Independent 
companies in that state have had the Bell trust on the run 
ever since competition began in 1896. Not only have Inde- 
pendent telephones multiplied all over Indiana, but the senti- 
ment against encouraging a monoply has shot up and con- 


{fronted the Bell wherever it tried to gain a foothold. The 
solitary fact that the county seats in forty Indiana counties 
have refused to grant the Bell a franchise to operate an 
exchange is convincing proof that the people of the state 
asa WwW hole have no sympathy with trust methods and will 
uot aid in their continuance. Equally significant is the 
fact that every county seat in the state, with one exception, 
has granted a telephone franchise to an Independent com- 
pany. 

Telephone competition in Indiana is not eleven vears old. 
When it began the Bell was giving service to but one person 
out of every 240 population. The farmers had no tele- 
phones, and the entire industry was merely marking time, 
largely because the Bell policy was not conducive to tele- 
phone development. As soon as the Independents entered 
the field, however, there was a radical change, and condi- 
tions improved, and when the movement was fairly started 
the Bell was left far in the rear. To-day the Independent 
telephones outnumber the Bell instruments seven to one, 
more than 40,000 farmers have telephone service, and, tak- 
ing the state as a whole, there is a telephone for every twelve 
inhabitants. That is what Independent competition has 
done in Indiana, and, needless to say, the grade of telephone 
service has improved to an immeasurable degree, simply 
because of competition. 

The avidity with which the people of Indiana—knowing 
a good thing when they saw it—seized the opportunity to 
obtain good telephone service is further illustrated by this 
plain statement: Before the Independents began doing busi- 
ness there were only, approximately, 10,c00 telephones in 
the state. To-day there are upwards of 230,000 Independ- 
ents alone. That is what Independent competition has done 
for Hoosierdom, and, on the other hand, it is only fair to 
add that Hoosierdom has done much to encourage the In- 
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dependent cause throughout the United States and Can- 
ada. 

The evidence shows, too, that the cordial relations ex- 
isting between the good people of Indiana and the Inde- 
pendent companies are growing more firmly established. 
There is not an instance of an Indiana town having only 
an Independent company ever making a request for the Bell 
concern to come in and operate an opposition exchange. 
On the other hand, in every town where the Bell has had an 
exclusive franchise—and there are not many such, by the 
way—it is a significant fact that the leading business and 
professional men have demanded that the council vote a 
franchise to an Independent company. This condition is 
excellent capital for the Independent movement, showing 
as it does conclusively, that Independent companies are giv- 
ing satisfactory service, while the Bell is losing ground 
in the estimation of the telephone users of Indiana. 

Only ten years ago there was less than $200,000 invested 
in Independent telephone properties in Indiana. To-day 
there is more than $20,000,000. Truly, “the land of the 
paw paw” is a fruitful field for Independent telephony, and, 
at the rate with which the industry is growing, the Hoosier 
soil seems to have hardly been scratched. The future prom- 
ises far better things for the Indiana Independents. 





BELL TROUBLES IN CHICAGO. 

HE Chicago (Bell) Telephone Company is having a 

succession of troubles calculated to draw tears from a 
stone image. Financial papers, in announcing that the 
company has declared a quarterly dividend of 2% per cent, 
predict that this will be the last disbursement on a Io per 
cent basis. The reason assigned for this theory is the 
pending controversy over the renewal of the Bell franchise 
in Chicago and the likelihood of Independent competition. 
-ven if the Bell secures an extension, the financial journals 
believe that the concessions which the company will be com- 
pelled to make will reduce the dividends to a four per cent 
basis. The city authorities are after the Bell management 
with a sharp stick, alleging that the company is violating 
the law in furnishing telephone service to places where gam- 
bling is said to be carried on. In some cases the company 
removed the instruments to get around this complaint, and 
only jumped from the frying pan into the fire, for the par- 
ties deprived of telephone service promptly went into court 
and sought legal redress. Officers of anti-crime and reform 
organizations have threatened to secure the indictment of 
the managing heads of the Bell company for aiding and 
abetting gambling. Frank J. Shead, chairman of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the Anti-Crime League, makes start- 
ling charges against the telephone corporation, alleging that 
it has an income of $500,000 a year from 300 switchboards 
used exclusively by hand books, and from slot instruments 
as parts of gambling paraphernalia. 

Besides, in some of the big skyscrapers, telephone users 
were cut off several days because the Bell concern became 
involved in a labor trouble with a trade union. The com- 
pany refused to settle the grievances of the men, and the 
union prevented the repair of damage done by fire, and in 
consequence the wires were out of service for some time in 
many places in the down town business district. By way of 
further punishing the company the men are circulating pe- 
itions urging the city council not to grant the Bell request 
for a franchise extension. 

Still another installment of grief for the Bell concern de- 
veloped in the city council, where aldermen produced evi- 
dence to show that the company was charging two prices for 
telephone service in the same district, some favored patrons 
receiving a rate lower than that assessed against others, 
although both were plenty high enough. 

Arguments also have been made in the suit brought by 
the Illinois Manufacturers’ Association to compel the Chi- 
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cago company to refund the rates charged in excess of $125 
a year. Nearly 1,500 telephone subscribers are pushing the 
case, and the total amount of money involved approximates 
$500,000. 

Altogether the Chicago Bell is under a hot fire. The 
public generally evidently thinks it has been oppressed long 
enough, and that the time has come to give back some of 
the same medicine. The result is that the company will 
have to grant concessions which a few years ago it would 
never have even considered. 





CANADIAN INDEPENDENTS AWAKE. 

ANADIAN Independent companies are awakening to 

the fact that it is dangerous to have any dealings with 
their arch-enemy, the Bell monopoly. The Dunwich com- 
pany injudiciously made an agreement with the Bell for 
interchange of service at the town of Dutton, Ontario, and 
now a number of other Independent companies are com- 
plaining bitterly. It seems that the Dunwich company con- 
tracted with the Bell not to install Independent telephones 
at Dutton, and the Southwold company, which was seeking 
permission to operate there, finds its way blocked. The 
Southwold concern has now decided to have no connection 
whatsoever with any company engaged in any contract with 
the Bell. 

The comment is made that the Bell is playing in Canada 
its same old game of using one Independent company to 
block and frustrate the plans of another, and that the only 
safe way to avoid trouble is to have no dealings with the 
Bell or its sub-licensees at all. The Independent movement 
in Canada is in too flourishing a condition to warrant the 
taking of any chances by doing business with the opposi- 
tion, and the Independent companies are acting wisely in 
declaring themselves early and positively on the question. 





GONDEN AGAIN. 
ELEPHONY has called the attention of Independent 


telephone men to various attacks made on their cause, 
directly or indirectly, by H. J. Gonden, on more than one 
occasion. They have been warned frequently not to be de- 
ceived by any disguise which that individual may be wear- 
ing at the particular time he takes up his pen to write of 
telephone subjects, for his conclusions are the same. They 
are always to the disadvantage of the Independent move- 
ment. He impugns its motives, ridicules its pretensions 
and belittles its accomplishments. According to Gonden 
no good thing can emanate from an Independent source. 
The Bell alone is worthy of commendation, and Gonden 
argues this so persistently that he seldom fails to expose his 
hand, defeat his own purpose to pose as unprejudiced, and 
stands forth as a champion of the telephone trust. Gon- 
den’s contributions to the Bulletin of the American League 
of Municipalities, in which he hammered the Independent 
companies, won him the condemnation of the last National 
Convention. Now he is pursuing the same tactics in his 
new magazine, Public Service, which fairly bristles with 
venomous jabs at Independent telephony. It also con- 
tains many honeyed words for the Bell, which smack of 
an advertising compensation of so much per line. If the 
Bell is not contributing liberally to the support of Gonden’s 
periodical the trust is more fortunate than are most cor- 
porations which are under fire because of the revolt of 
the people, weary and sick of monopoly. 

It is a significant fact that while Gonden scans the hori- 
zon for every sign of trouble for the Independents, and 
magnifies them all, he ignores the many instances of Inde- 
pendent success and forgets entirely to mention the fact 
that the Bell ever encounters an obstacle. His peculiar at- 
titude really inspires wonder as to just what would have 
to happen to the Bell to force him to admit that the tele- 
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phone monopoly is not a great charitable institution labor- 
ing for love of the people and regarded by the public as its 
best friend. lor instance, an Independent telephone com- 
pany meets opposition in an attempt to raise rates in a 
small Kansas town, and Gonden seizes on the incident with 
infinite gusto, but never a word from him about the great 
tight in Boston, where the Bell has failed in its frantic 
efforts to prevent the city council from passing an Independ- 
ent franchise. Later, of course, if the mayor of Boston ve- 
toes the Independent ordinance, or if other troubles de- 
velop, Mr. Gonden will deign to notice the Boston situation 
-provided it can be twisted into making capital for the 
ell. 

In dealing with the Chicago situation Gonden shows his 
Bell proclivities by designating as “ridiculous” the plans 
of the Illinois Manufacturers’ Association to obtain an Inde- 
pendent franchise, and then gratuitously digresses to assert 
that the Independents promise the impossible, and have 
failed to make good in other cities. Throughout the whole 
article the attacks on the Independents are so vicious that 
the mask is dropped and the tentacles of the Bell octopus 
are not hard to perceive. 

That the Bell considers Gonden a trusted friend is proved 
by the fact that the organs of the Bell companies reprint 
his articles, and give prominence to his arguments which 
attempt to prove that the idea of dual telephone systems 
is impracticable, and that the Independents are losing 
ground. Whenever a Bell company paper gives more than 
half a page to a Gonden article—as the Central Union News 
of Indianapolis did recently—it is apparent that the Bell 
as well as Independent telephone men have the gentleman 
correctly classified. 

_ Mr. Gonden, in replying to former accusations that he 
held a brief for the Bell and gave the Independent much 
the worst of it, has denied any intention to be partial and 
declared that he endeavored to discuss matters as he found 
them. In the light of his recent remarks in Public Service, 
the inference is inevitable that such denial was purely per- 
functory. His custom of systematically decrying the Inde- 
pendent movement and picturing the Bell as the only real 
simon pure, blown-in-the-bottle telephonic benefactor of the 
human race is apparently one of the habits that Mr. Gonden 
did not “swear off” New Year's day. Independent tele- 
phone men, therefore, should continue to regard him as a 
Bell advocate and the public should construe his “impar- 
tial” comments accordingly. 
HONORARY MEMBERSHIP PLAN. 

Byer executive committee of the International Independ- 

ent Telephone Association is to be commended for its 
new plan of establishing honorary memberships in the or- 
vanizations. According to this proposition, which was 
adopted at the meeting recently held in Cleveland, every 
man interested in the Independent telephone movement 1s 
eligible to such honorary membership which entails a fee 
of $25 for annual dues. This membership entitles the 
holder to admission to the annual convention of the associa- 
tion, a ticket to the banquet and other privileges. mate- 
rial advantage to be gained from the honorary member- 
ship innovation will be that it will knit all branches of the 
Independent telephone movement more closely together, 
and enable them to work harmoniously for ever increasing 
success. It is contemplated that not only those connected 
with the operating end of the business, but the manufac- 
turers, supply dealers, jobbers and publishers—in fact. 
every body interested in the Independent work can thereby 
become identified with the association, which is laboring 
to multiply the number of Independent telephones. Being 


associated with the organization they will feel a keener in- 
terest in its welfare and assist in promoting its prosperity. 
The value of the International Association is being dem- 
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onstrated more clearly every year. 
reaches the association is there rendering efficient service 
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Wherever the firing line 


for the cause. It goes without saying almost that the larger 
the organization and the wider its scope the more value it 
can be to the cause it represents. For that reason the plan 
of extending the membership list by means of issuing hon- 
orary certificates is regarded as a happy thought, and there 
is every reason to expect it will meet with a general re- 
sponse and be gladly accepted by many in the field who 
have hitherto been non-members. 





TELEPHONE ADVERTISING. 
ROGRESSIVE exchange managers can extend the busi- 
ness of their companies by judicious advertising, which 
will attract attention to telephone service, show its advan- 
tages and impress upon the community the wide uses to 
which the telephone can be devoted. Geo. H. Glass, the 
manager of the Citizens’ Telephone Company at Pekin, 
Illinois, has devised a guessing contest on the number of 
calls handled by the exchange operators during a certain 
period. Cash prizes are offered for those who guess near- 
est the actual number. In order to give the contestants 
a basis to work upon, the announcement was made that on 
a certain day a year ago the calls numbered 12,360 between 
the hours of 6 o'clock a. m. and 6 o’clock p. m., and that 
there are now 200 more telephones in use. The contest 
is open to every person in the city, and popular interest in 
the guessing match has attracted the attention of many who 

have not been regular users of the telephone. 





TELEPHONE ENTHUSIASM. 

HANDSOME compliment is paid to the genius, en- 
4 thusiasm and enterprise of the telephone men of the 
United States by our British cousins engaged in the same 
business. [English telephone men who visit this country 
frankly admit that we on this side of the Atlantic are far 
in advance of themselves so far as telephone development is 
concerned, Not only have we more telephones according to 
population, but we have better telephones and better organ- 
ization, and, of course, better service. The English concede 
this, too, and in casting about for a reason have decided it is 
primarily due to the fact that there is more “telephone en- 
thusiasm” in the United States than across the water. It is 
a source of never-failing amazement to our more stolid 
relatives of the John Bull family that Americans should put 
so much vim, hustle and go into their pursuit of business. 
and the British visitors have stared in astonishment at the 
zeal of our telephone system builders. They are obliged to 
confess, however, that this same zeal counts, and they go 
hack to England to try to emulate the Yankee hustlers in 
the telephone field. 

Mr. W. F. Taylor, contract manager of the London com- 
pany. is the latest Ienglishman to visit America and experi- 
ence a shock at the bubbling enthusiasm of the telephone 
men of this country. ‘ 

“During a very short sojourn on the other side of the 
Atlantic,” says Mr. Taylor, “I was struck more by the spirit 
of enthusiasm which pervades the whole atmosphere of the 
telephone centers I had the privilege of visiting than by any- 
thing else I saw. [very man I came in contact with was 
an enthusiast: he thought. talked, and dreamed telephones ; 
in his opinion there was nothing like the telephone business 
in the whole world, and he lived to make that business a suc- 
cess in whatever department he happened to be. He looked 
upon himself as a public benefactor, bringing within reach 
of everyone a time-saving, business-getting commodity, sec- 
ond to none in existence, and worth untold gold to the busi- 
ness man or housewife who has the good sense to have the 
service installed. So enthusiastic is he that he infects the 
public with a similar enthusiasm, and in this way his business 
increases a hundredfold. Did T find him satisfied with the 
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splendid position his system and service have reached? Not 
by any means. He has 5 or 6 per cent of the population on 
the telephone now, and he looks to have 20 per cent, and if 
my observation is worth anything he will most certainly get 

Mr. Taylor adds that the American business man has seen 
the advantages of the telephone and now considers it a 
necessity, whereas the British business man is more willing 
to do without it because his granfather did—in other words, 
the Englishman is more old-fashioned. At the same time 
he points out that England must copy the American enthusi- 
asm if it is to approximate even telephone development in 
the United States. 

A striking illustration that the American enthusiasm pro- 
duces results is furnished in the fact that one single Ameri- 
can city (New York) has more telephones than London and 
the ten largest cities of Great Britain combined; more than 
all of France, Belgium, Holland and Switzerland combined ; 
more, too, than have the twenty largest cities in Germany 
combined. It is estimated that the annual increase in tele- 
phones in New York exceeds the total number in all Rus- 
sia. Such comparisons speak well fo. the “telephone en- 
thusiasm” which has aroused the wonder of English visitors. 

It is almost superfluous to point out that nine-tenths of 
the “telephone enthusiasm” is due to the Independent tele- 
phone men. Not until they began to stir up the dry bones 
did the Bell monopoly try to popularize the use of the 
telephone. 





BOYCOTTS ON THE BELL. 

HE Bell is being threatened with boycotts at several 

points throughout the country where the companies 
controlled by the trust are trying to increase telephone 
rates. At Meridian, Miss., the physicians have organized 
to fight the effort of the Cumberland (Bell) Telephone & 
Telegraph Company to raise the monthly rate, and ordered 
the concern to remove its telephones. The move amounts 
to a practical boycott, and has the sympathy of other tele- 
phone subscribers, who are growing restless under the Bell 
policy. In Michigan business and professional men are re- 
belling against the Bell’s demands. At Lansing, the capital, 
the physicians, grocers, laundry men and butchers have held 
indignation meetings to plan a fight against the Bell com- 
pany, and at Armada and other towns the business firms 
obtained the co-operation of many farmers to resist the 
increase in rates. Latest reports indicate that the Michigan 
controversy will be adjusted. In Mississippi, however, there 
are as yet no signs of a settlement. 

A lively telephone war against the Central New York 
(Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Company is on at Norwich, 
N. Y. The company has threatened to ra‘se rates, and the 
Business Men’s Association is organizing to escape what 
the members declare is an attempt at extortion. Eighty- 
five business firms have agreed to use the Marquis lines, 
which are run by J. B. Marquis, Jr., a loyal Independent, 
and cut out the Bell connection. As an instance of the well- 
known Bell tactics, the monopoly has inserted flaring ad- 
vertisements in the Norwich papers, headed “Crushing Blow 
to Independents,” and detailing the incidents in the New 
York City fight. The purpose of the Bell press bureau, of 
course, is to discourage the Independents and their friends. 
Mr. Marquis is confident, however, that Norwich telephone 
subscribers will see through the Bell efforts to frighten the 
public, which is on the point of breaking away from the 
trust. 

At Youngsown, ©., the municipal board of public serv- 
ice has ordered the removal of every telephone of the Cen- 
tral Union (Bell) Telephone Company used by the city be- 
cause the company has raised the rate. The Bell licensee 


demands $16 more a vear per telephone than is asked by 
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the Youngstown (Independent) Telephone Company, and 
the city authorities declare they will not submit to the in- 
crease. 





A GREAT EXPOSITION. 


HE second annual Electrical Trades Exposition, 
which was held in Chicago January 14-26, proved 
a greater success than the first, and exceed- 
ed even the expectations of its most sanguine well- 
wisher. Its record made both in 1906 and 1907 is a won- 
derful one and shows conclusively that the electrical show 
has become the great industrial exhibition of the year. Ex- 
tensive as was the exposition of 1906—when the high water 
mark of attendance at Coliseum shows was reached—the 
1907 record surpassed even the initial event. The exhibits 
this year were more numerous and elaborate, every line 
striving to outdo the performance of the preceding year. 


In the telephone field the electrical show was marked 
by an especially fine and complete line of exhibits. Most 
of the leading telephone manufacturers showed their prod- 
ucts and gave demonstrations of the working of their ap- 
paratus. They convinced all observers that the develop- 
ment in the telephone field has fully kept pace with the ad- 
vancement of the electrical science in general. The elec- 
trical show was visited by thousands of people from all 
parts of the country, who were interested, entertained and 
instructed by the wonderful exhibits. The manufacturers 
consider the opportunity to display their goods both ad- 
vantageous and profitable. The net result, therefore, is-that 
the Electrical Trades Exposition is now regarded a _per- 
manent institution with prospects of growing bigger and 


to be 





A CONVENTION SUGGESTION, 


HIERE are sound reasons for believing that it would be 

a wise move to hold the 1908 annual convention of the 
International Independent Telephone Association during the 
progress of the electrical show in Chicago. ‘The electrical 
exposition lasts two weeks and is attended by thousands 
of telephone men and others interested in the telephone 
movement. It would, therefore, be killing two birds with 
one stone if the dates of the convention and exposition were 
made concurrent so that visitors to each could attend both 
events. The electrical show is a permanent institution and 
has come to be looked forward to as one of the most im- 
portant features of the long programme of such enterprises 
which Chicago, the industrial center of the country, offers 
every vear. It brings thousands of visitors to the city and 
fills the great Coliseum every day and night with crowds 
of interested sight-seers. The advantage of holding the 
telephone convention at such a time will be apparent to all. 
Not only will the delegates to the International meeting be 
able to attend the electrical show afternoons or evenings 
when there is no business session of the convention, but 
many visitors in the city for the exposition will be attracted 
to the telephone convention. In short, the two events would 
dovetail together neatly without interfering with each other 
in any particular. 

The advantage of such a plan is recognized by the fact 
that various electrical associations hold their conventions 
in conjunction with the exposition and find it highly ad- 
vantageous. It is not intended, of course, to advise making 
the International telephone convention in any sense an ad- 
junct of the electrical show, but TELEPHONY believes that 
much can be gained by holding the former while the exhi- 
bition is in progress. It certainly would furnish an addi- 
tional inducement to increase the attendance and add to the 
general interest in the Independent movement and its an- 
nual meeting. The question should be given serious con- 
sideration by the association’s executive committee. 
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A LAY TRIBUTE TO THE ELECTRICAL SHOW. 
() MORE conclusive evidence of the ever-increasing 
interest which the development in the telephone and 

electrical fields has for the general public is needed than 
the generous attention given the Electrical Trades Exposi- 
tion by the press of the entire country. 

The great newspapers devoted hundreds of columns to 
describing the exhibits and marveling at the wonderful 
strides made by the men whose time is spent in investigat- 
ing the possibilities of the science of electricity and mak- 
ing these possibilities living actualities. Not only the trade 
journals but the metropolitan dailies manifested a keen in- 
terest in the big show, and followed its every detail and 
feature with intelligence and enthusiastic comment. 

The Chicago Evening Post printed an editorial on the 
electrical show which evinced more than usual insight and 
appreciation of the magnitude and significance of such an 
exposition. Because of its wide comprehension and sym- 
pathetic treatment the editorial is appended: 

“To grasp the full significance of the exhibition of elec- 
trical appliances now making the Coliseum a center of 
popular attraction in this city one must lose sight of the 
purely spectacular features of the show. For the main 
purpose of the exhibition is not to cause the eyes of the 
public to bulge in amazement and wonder, but to demon- 
strate the strides that have been made since the first exhi- 
bition of a year ago and to indicate graphically how elec- 
tricitv is coming to be applied to every part of our modern 
life. 

“There is a certain witchery in the atmosphere of the 
Coliseum just now. There are motion and light and sound 
everywhere, and no readily apparent cause for it all. The 
connection between the big generator in one corner of the 
vast building and the myriad of whirling, wiggling, spark- 
ling, humming and quivering apparatus and machinery is a 
mystery to the ordinary observer. Yet the relation is there, 
close, intimate, subtle, powerful, running along a thousand 
wires, manifesting itself in a thousand ways, attracting, 
yet baffling; seemingly ordinary, yet the most marvelous 
of all man’s efforts to hitch his humble wagon to nature’s 
farthest star. 

“Back, then, of all the allurements at the electrical show 
is the unseen but ever-present force that is working in the 
world of to-day the greatest industrial revolution in his- 
tory. To the production—or, rather, to the marshaling and 
harnessing—of this force Nature is being taxed in her most 
secret places. The wood from the forests, the coal from 
the mines, the onrush of mighty rivers and the sweep of 
great cataracts—all the vast power of these elements is 
being turned into electricity to drive a million wheels, to 
carry countless tons of freight and countless millions of 
travelers, to give us the wonderful telephone, to light streets 
and houses, to warm, to cook, to administer to our comfort, 
to add to our luxuries and to increase our pleasures. 

“The age of steam had its conquests and its heroes. Never 
will history take from it and them one jot or tittle of their 
immense value to the world. The age of iron and steel 
towers like a vast mountain from the level of ordinary 
things. But the age of to-day, the age of electricity, claims 
a field peculiarly its own. It makes the ages of steam and 
of steel vibrant, luminant; places them under a spell of 
wizardry, intimately blends them with the life blood of 
humanity. 

“Electricity, under the deft touch if the mechanic’s and 
the engineer's skill and directed by the genius of the in- 
ventor, has done more to make life a thing to be enjoyed 
than any other single natural force that man has brought 
under subjection. If vou doubt this, visit the Coliseum. 
\nd after this visit, if you still doubt, then you have not 
used vour five senses as nature intended you should. 

“It isa long.time from the amber—“‘Electron”—of Thales 
to the wizardry of Menlo Park and a score of other mod- 
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ern laboratories, but it is a time in which the germ of the 
electrical age has been growing, often forgotten, often baf- 
fling, yet never motionless, never aimless. 

“Perhaps no greater things have been done in electricity 
since then than will be done in the years to come, for the 
electrical age is still young, though its youth be lusty. Prob- 
lems of deepest moment to humanity still have to be solved. 
Still too much stands between the treasured power of the 
coal mine and the whirling dynamo. Need we doubt that 
the genius which has turned coal into steam and steam into 
electricity will find a way to cut the middle link from this 
chain ?” 





HOW TO HELP THE ASSOCIATION. 

VERY once in a while evidence comes to hand showing 

how thoroughly the Bell combine looks after every 
detail in its battle against the Independents. Having so 
many tentacles to reach out in every direction, the octopus 
can cover the field completely, and its vigilance is pro- 
verbial—as it is compelled to be in view of the manner in 
which the Independents are pressing it on every side. An 
Independent ally in the Southwest sends TELEPHONY a copy 
of the recent orders sent to managers and agents by the 
Cumberland company, a Bell licensee, which illustrates this 
policy of the trust. The order is signed by the general 


‘manager and reads as follows: 


“To Managers and Agents: It is a rule of the company 
which must not be neglected that all newspapers be care- 
fully scanned daily for any items relating to telephone busi- 
ness, and if such items appear in the papers marked copies 
of same should be sent directly to this office. See that the 
company’s rule in reference to this matter is strictly ob- 
served.” 

The advantage of such a rule, and of its faithful observ- 
ance, is seen at a glance. Through its many agents the Bell 
is kept informed as to the smallest detail all over the 
country. Independent telephone men could follow the same 
example with great profit to the movement they represent. 
They should keep their eyes and ears open for any informa- 
tion regarding all phases of the telephone business and 
promptly advise TELEPHONY. Such methods are proving 
valuable to the Bell else they would not be utilized, and if 
they are useful to the Bell they will be useful to the Inde- 
pendents. Therefore, help this pubiication to keep posted 
on what is happening in your particular section of the tele- 
phone field. 





CANADIAN INDEPENDENT EMBLEM. 
NDEPENDENT telephone men in Canada adopted the 
maple leaf as their emblem, and at the rate the move- 

inent is sweeping over the Dominion the sign will soon be 
familiar to the dwellers of every prov- 
ince from Quebec to British Columbia. 
A cut of the Canadian emblem is here- 
with presented as adopted at the con- 
vention held at Toronto when the asso- 
ciation was organized. While the 
maple leaf is the predominating feature 
of the emblem it will be seen that the 
setting is the shield, which is the sign 
manual of the International associa- 
tion. The blending of the distinctive features of the two 
emblems may be considered a promise or reminder of co- 
operation and united effort on the parts of the Independent 
telephone men of the United States and Canada, working 
together with a common aim and purpose. 

The Canadians are following the example of the Interna- 
tional association, and are placing their maple leaf emblem 
on all their directory covers, telephone booths, letter-heads 
and envelopes. It is predicted it will soon crowd out the 
old familiar Bell sign. 
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CUYAHOGA’S GOOD SHOWING. 

From time to time the observer of progress and develop- 
ments in the telephone field encounters convincing evidence 
which refutes the favorite Bell argument that Independent 
securities are unstable and dangerous as investments. The 
November statement of the Cuyahoga Telephone Company 
furnishes excellent proof of the fallacy of the trust’s envious 





contention. It is as follows: 

Nov.,05. Nov.,’06. Inc. 
Gross earnings ........ $53,378.25 $62,550.32 $9,172.07 
om. CHEE, GEE. sos 0s 0 30,853.09 31,945.78 1,092.69 
Net earnings .......... 22,525.16 30,004.54 8,079.38 
int. om bomds........+. [1.20080 18,99000 8 ..46:5: 
Div. on pid. stk........ 4,868.00 7,180.50 2,312.50 





0 eee rere $16,118.00 $18,430.50 $2,312.50 

Surplus on com, stock... $6,407.16 $12,174.04 $5,766.88 

Finance, the financial journal of Cleveland, makes the fol- 
lowing comment on the above statement: 

“The statement is an excellent one, showing an increase in 
gross of over $9,000 and an increase in taxes and expenses of 
a little over $1,000, leaving a net increase of over $8,000. 
Dividends on preferred stock increased $2,312. The total 
surplus for common stock shows an increase of $5,700 
despite the increase paid out for preferred stock. The state- 
ment indicates that the Cuyahoga is certainly looking fine 
from a financial standpoint.” 

According to Contract Agent Shipley, the Cuyahoga is 
increasing its installation at a rate of 200 telephones a 
month. “This is a natural growth,” said he, ‘‘and is not due 
to solicitation. As soon as we have our new exchange on 
Princeton street completed and in operation we will increase 
the business still more rapidly.” 





CHICAGO TELEPHONE COMMISSION. 

To facilitate the settlement of the telephone controversy 
in Chicago, growing out of the rival claims of the local Bell 
company and the Illinois Manufacturers’ Association, which 
is seeking an Independent franchise, a commission of en- 
eimeering experts has been appcinted to investigate the situ- 
ation and report to the city council. The commission, 
which was appointed by the council committee on gas, oil 
and electric light, consists of Professor D. C. Jackson of 
the University of Wisconsin; W. H. Crumb and Professor 
G. W. Wilder, both of Chicago. The commission is in- 
structed to make a thorough inquiry covering every phase 
of the Chicago situation for the guidance of the council in 
p2ssing upon the claims of the companies who have applied 
for a franchise. 

Professor D. C. Jackson, the chairman of the commis- 
sion, was born in Kennett Square, Pa., February 13th, 1865. 
He was graduated from the Penn- 
svlvania State College in 1885 with 
the degree of bachelor of science, 
and then attended Cornell, gradu- 
ating in 1887, after having been a 
fellow in the electrical department. 
He then became instructor in 
physics and later was president and 
engineer of the Western Engineer- 
ing Company of Lincoln, Neb. In 
1891 he was elected professor of 
electrical engineering at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. He was a 
member of the jury of awards of 
the World’s Columbian Expositicn 
in 1893 and of the Pan-Americ?n 
in 1901. During the past year he 
was elected head of the department of electricity in the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology at Boston, and will 
enter upon his duties immediately after completing his work 
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with the special telephone commission. Professor Jackson 
has made a special study of the economical problems con- 
nected with electrical properties. 

Mr. W. H. Crumb was born in Chicago in 1872, and after 
completing his college course accepted a position with the 
Central Union Telephone Com- 
pany, for whom he supervised 
many important pieces of con- 
struction work. Later he went 
with the Pittsburg & Allegheny 
Telephone Company, and after 
the construction of the Pitts- 
burg exchange resigned to come 
to Chicago, where he organized 
the engineering firm of W. H. 
Crumb & Co. Mr. Crumb has 
built many telephone systems 
throughout the United States, 
and been identified with import- 
ant enterprises in the telephone 
field. He is considered espe- 
cially well fitted for the work that has been entrusted to the 
Chicago special telephone commission. 

Professor G. W. Wilder was graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin in 1896. After teaching two years at the 
same institution in the physics lab- 
oratories, he went abroad and spent 
two years in the National Swiss 
Polytechnikum at Zurich. His 
work at this institution was devot- 
ed to electricity and _ telephony. 
After gaining the degree of Ph. D., 
he returned to Wisconsin, where 
he taught engineering physics and 
electrical measurements for three 
vears. In 1903 Dr. Wilder entered 
Armour Institute of Technology as 
assistant professor of electrical en- 
gineering. During his three years’ 
connection with the institute he 
built up a department in telephone 
engineering that attracted wide at- 
tention. Professor Wilder is the 
Principles and Practice.” 

The commission has opened headquarters at the Great 
Northern Hotel, Chicago, and is engaged in compiling the 
data necessary to making the report. 
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PACIFIC COAST NOTES. 

Pacific coast states claim the greatest telephone density 
of any section of the country—if not the world. In Cali- 
fornia, Washington and Oregon, the telephone development 
has been marvelous and the prospects are that 1907 will 
eclipse all records in the extension of existing lines and 
the construction of new systems. The following table shows 
the number of telephone staticns according to population 
in the larger c’ties of the coast states: 


Stations 

Population. Per 100. 

RS UMS 5b oo sdslg og Dacha hand we eabene dina eA 220,000 13.15 
SAM: W VAPRCIGOD — ose.s o c:n cick cin wisle'e ais . 325,000 5.94 
Pertland 175,000 10.90 
Seattle 182,000 10.10 
Oa'sland 106,000 11.02 
Spokane 56,320 19.23 
‘Tacoma 75,000 10.86 
Pasadena 23,000 18.20 
-San_ Jose 32,000 16.53 
Sacramento 40,000 11.32 
Fresno 23,000 16.58 
Perkeiey 32,000 10.92 
Alameda 18,000 12.05 
Bellingham ... 25,000 9.54 
Walla Wal!l!a 21,000 9.80 











DECISIONS AFFECTING TELEPHONY 


By Gilbert 


FROM SAGGING WIRE, PRESUMPTION OF NEGLIGENCE 
AND HOW IT MAY BE REBUTTED. 

Hie facts in an Arkansas case were as follows: W. 
a ID. Reeves owned a private telephone line running 

from his sawmill to the city of Helena. It was strung 

on trees and poles along the public highway. A Mrs. Jacks, 
in company with two other ladies, was driving along this 
roadway, and they said, with a gentle horse. Owing to a 
broken pole the wire had become sagged enough to allow it 
to catch the top of the buggy when it passed, causing a 
rasping noise which frightened the horse and, a runaway 
resulting, Mrs. Jacks was severely injured. Suit for dam- 
ages was instituted and certain legal propositions were de- 
clared by the supreme court which are of general applica- 
tion and value. It was not definitely established whether 
the injured person was thrown out from the vehicle or 
jumped out owing to fear. The owner of the line of wire 
testified that he had his teamsters pass the road frequently 
on which the line went along for the purpose of looking 
after the condition of the line. The only proof that the 
plaintiff offered to show negligence on the part of the owner 
of the wire was the fact that the wire had existed in the 
sagging condition for two days prior to the accident. The 
court held as follows: (1) A traveler driving along a high- 
way is not required to look up to see if a telephone wire is 
in reach of the top of his vehicle in order to be free from 
contributory negligence precluding a recovery for damages 
for injuries received in consequence of the vehicle coming 
in contact with a wire sagging over the highway because 
of a broken pole. (2) That the showing by the owner that 
he had men charged with the duty of repairing the line was 
not sufficient evidence to rebut the prima facie showing of 
negligence made by the plaintiff, that the wire was in fact 
sagged sufficiently to catch the buggy. (3) That it was 
immaterial in what manner plaintiff received her injuries 
so long as the fact remained that the negligence of the 
owner of the line was the proximate cause of the runaway. 
Jacks v. Reeves, 95 S. W. 781. 


INJURY 


RIGHT OF GENERAL CONTROL OVER STREETS INCLUDES AU- 
rHORITY TO LEVY TAX FOR USE THEREOF, 
The laws of Tennessee, 1879, provided that public 


streets and other property used by a municipal corporation 
for municipal purposes were thereby transferred to the cus- 
tody and control of the state to remain public property for 
the uses to which it had previously been applied. A subse- 
quent chapter provided that the city of Memphis was given 
power to repair all streets and other public grounds and 
places within the taxing districts and to open, close and 
widen and have entire control over all streets of the taxing 
district. The United States federal court had held that such 
act conferred full power on the city to demand and receive 
compensation for the use of its streets by a telegraph com- 
pany for the erection of poles and wires. 

City of Memphis v. Postal Telegraph Cable Company. 
175 Federal 602. 


HUSBAND AND WIFE OWNERS OF SEPARATE BUILDINGS—L.AT- 
rER OWED TELEPHONE COMPANY WHICH REMOVED FOR- 
MER'S INSTRUMENT BECAUSE HE WOULDN'T PAY HER 


BILL. 

The foregoing suggests the situation that formed the be- 
ginning for a lawsuit recently decided by the supreme court 
of Mississippi. One J. H. Hobart sued the Cumberland 
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Telegraph & Telephone Company for the sum of $2,000 for 
damages for wrongfully cutting out his telephone. He re- 
sided about a mile and a half from Vicksburg and had used 
a telephone of the company for several years. His wife 
owned a store and as a result of negotiations carried on 
by Hobart an instrument was placed in that building. Sub- 
sequently, she sold the store property and a small balance 
of unpaid rental remained. There was evidence that the 
company had carried the account of the store in his name 
but the written contract showed that it was Mrs. Hobart’s 
contract, as it had been originally signed by a clerk repre- 
sening her. Hobart refused to pay the store bill and the 
company took out his house telephone. His suit for dam- 
ages secured him a verdict for $150. The opinion of the 
court suggests one rule of law which has heretofore not 
been noted in TELEPHONy. We believe the rule as herein- 
after stated is of general application. “It is attempted to be 
shown that the telephone company thought it was making 
the contract at the store with Mr. Hobart, instead of Mrs. 
Hobart, but that can make no difference in the decision of 
this case for the reason that the contracts were separate 
contracts relating to different properties, and again the com- 
pany was informed that it was Mrs. Hobart’s contract 
after it had cut out the residence and, again, the personnel 
of the party contracted with could make no difference for 
the reason that the company was bound to put in the tele- 
phone in the store at the request of either Mr. or Mrs. Ho- 
bart. These contracts were separate contracts having no 
connection or relation with each other, and because of faii- 
ure to pay charges on one of the telephones the telephone 
company had no right to cut out the other. In the first 
place they were contracts between different parties; in the 
next place, if this were not true. they were separate contracts 
about different properties and the telephone company could 
only cut out that telephone for which there had been a de- 
fault in payment. At the time that Mr. Hobart’s telephone 
was cut out, he was in default on his residence, and the tei- 
ephone company had the right to cut him out after notice 
to him, but when he tendered the money properly due on the 
telephone in his dwelling, the company had no right to 
coerce payment of the amount due on the other telephone by 
refusing to reinstate the service at’ his house.” 

The court approved of the law as stated in the case of 
Burke v. City of Water Valley, 40 Southern 821, saying: 
“If the gas is supplied to the owner of different houses 
under separate contracts, failure to pay the gas bill in one 
house does not authorize the cutting off of the gas from the 
other. Gas companies and telephone companies, being pub- 
lic service corporations, are controlled by thé same prin- 
ciples of law.” 

Cumberland , .egraph & Telephone Company v. Hobart, 
f2 Southern 340. 


CONTRACT FOR RIGHT OF WAY CONSTRUED—MEASURE OF 


DAMAGES FOR CUTTING TREES. 


Rodderick Morrison of New York State in the year 1g00 
was the owner of a certain hunting preserve in Sullivan 
county. In that vear, in consideration of $5 he contracted 
with the American Telegraph and Telephone Company “to 
grant unto said company, its successors and assigns, the 
right to construct, operate and maintain its lines, over and 
along the property which I own, or in which I have any 
interest in the county of Sullivan including the necessary 
poles and fixtures along the roads, streets or highways ad- 
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joining the property owned by me—said sum received in 
full payment for such right and in full satisfaction for the 
trimming of any trees along said lines necessary to keep 
the wires cleared at least eighteen inches, and with the right 
to set the necessary guy and brace poles and attach to trees 
the necessary guy wires, and the right to cut down trees to 
clear the line.” There were two public highways crossing 
Morrison’s preserve. The above contract was on a printed 
blank. On the authority of the above writing the company 
cut a strip of growing timber and everything in the way 
for a distance of two and a half miles across this track of an 
average width of twenty-four feet. Morrison sued the com- 
pany in trespass for this act, claiming damages for the loss 
occasioned by the cutting of timber. The important point to 
notice is the ruling of the court on the measure of dam- 
ages wherein it was held that “where forest land has been 
invaded and trees cut the diminution in value to the whole 
premises may be shown; the measure of damages was prop- 
erly based upon the cutting of timber, the making of a road- 
way and the maintenance of a line.” All of this was said 
after the court had decided that the contract in question 
only gave the telephone company the right to place its lines 
along the public highway, not across the tract, construing 
the contract against defendant and thereby declaring it a 
trespasser in cutting the strip across the tract of land in 
question. 

Morrison v. American Telephone & Telegraph Co., ror 
N. Y. Supp. 140. 


HEARSAY EVIDENCE TO PROVE DAMAGES. 

Dr. G. Y. Hicks, a practicing physician of the city of 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, alleged in a case against the Cum- 
berland Telephone and Telegraph Company, that he had 
been called by an employe of the company to attend an in- 
jured lineman, on the assurance that the company would 
pay his bill. Later a dispute arose over the question of 
the liability and the doctor's telephone was removed. He 
brought suit for damages and was permitted by the trial 
judge to prove his loss of practice by his own testimony 
that certain persons whom he named had told him after the 
telephone had been removed that they had tried to reach 
him over the telephone to secure his professional service 
but found that his line had been cut off. The supreme 
court of the state has said that this was error; that what 
others told him could make no difference and was imma- 
terial. 

Cumberland Telephone 
Hicks, 42 S. 285. 


and Telegraph Company 7. 





USE OF RAILROAD RIGHT OF WAY FOR TELEPHONE 


ARKANSAS. 


LINES IN 


Sections 2934 and 2936 of Kirby’s digest of the laws of 
this state give a telephone company the right to enter a rail- 
road right of way and survey, locate and lay out its lines, 
being liable, however, for damages. Authority is also given 
to condemn the right of way, over that of a railroad, if 
there can be no agreement upon the ter. y the parties. 
The Batesville & Winerva Telephone Conipany had con- 
structed a line over prairie land on verbal authority of the 
owner. Later a railroad was constructed along the way 
occupied by the telephone line, the railway company having 
acquired its right of way by purchase from the land owners 
and vacation of the county roads. In laying its track the 
railway company tore up a large number of the poles of the 
telephone company after it had made repeated demands to 
remove the line from its right of way. Damages were 


asked by the telephone company for this alleged unlawful 
act. The court said that conceding, without deciding, that 
the telephone company was a mere licensee, and that the 
sale of the land containing its lines revoked the license for 
its being there and the vacation of the county roads ter- 
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minated its rights there, notwithstanding the railway com- 
pany had no right to tear up the poles. The statute having 
authorized the telephone company to enter a railroad right 
of way and lay out its lines even by condemnation proceed- 
ings, the courts will not hold the act of the railroad com- 
pany in removing the lines of poles a lawful act. “A tele- 
phone line is a public utility and its public importance is 
recognized by clothing it with the power of eminent domain, 
and giving it the free use of the state’s highways 
therefore it follows that the railroad company . . . 
was not authorized to remove the line of telephone from its 
right of way, and it was liable in damages for so doing.” 

St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern Railway Company 
wv. Batesville & Winerva Telephone Co., 97 S. W. 660. 
DETERMINATION BY APPRAISERS OF VALUE OF 

PLANT—RULE IN MISSOURI. 

A contract of sale was entered into by the Clover Leaf 
Telephone Company and the Clinton County Mutual Tele- 
phone Company, the former to sell to the latter the total 
equipment of its telephone plant at its market price. It 
provided for an inventory to be made by two reputable 
experienced telephone men who were to be selected in a cer- 
tain manner. It was further provided that the two men 
thus selected should be sole judges of all values. Litiga- 
tion resulted in consequence of dissatisfaction of one of the 
parties with the appraisal. It has been held by the Kansas 
City court of appeals, deciding the matter, that “the ap- 
praisement, in the absence of fraud, was conclusive as to the 
amount of material as well as to the valuation.” It was 
clearly set forth in the memorandum of agreements that 
the valuation was to be based upon the appraisers’ expert 
knowledge. ‘‘We conceive it to be the well-settled law 
not only of this state, but also the law as decided by the 
federal courts and other state courts, that in such cases the 
award of an arbitrator is not subject to attack for mistake 
but only for fraud .and misconduct.” While it is probably 
true that it would not often happen that two companies 
would enter such an agreement, nevertheless, having done 
so they would be bound thereby. 

Rogers ct al. v. Rehard et al., 97 S. W. 051. 
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CUTTING SHADE TREES—RULE IN MISSOURI. 

In a damage case in the above state for alleged injury to 
real estate the facts disclosed that a certain shade tree in 
front of a lot had been partly cut away some time after the 
erection of a line of telephone by the Kansas City Home 
Telephone Company. In deciding the matter the court of 
appeals of Kansas City had occasion to declare the rule of 
law on the question of presumption of liability for cutting 
trees as follows: “Neither the city nor the defendant, which 
derived its authority from it to establish the telephone line, 
had any right to cut plaintiff's tree, unless there existed a 
necessity for the act. (Lewis, Eminent Domain, 132a.) In 
the absence of evidence that there was a necessity for cut- 
ting plaintiff's shade tree, the presumption is that the act is 
unlawful.” 

Bets v. Kansas City Home Telephone Company, 97 S. W. 
207. 





MUNICIPAL TELEPHONES FOR GARY. 

Gary, the town which the steel trust is building on the 
Indiana shore of Lake Michigan, is to have a municipal tele- 
phone system. The Chicago Telephone Company tried to 
invade the town which the big corporation is establishing 
for its employes, but the best the Bell concern could do was 
to get the right to install toll connections. Arrangements 
were made to divide the toll charges on a percentage basis. 
Gary will grant no franchise to any public service corpora- 
tion, as the steel combine is determined to run the town in 
every particular. 











INDEPENDENTS CAPTURE BOSTON 


The Citadel of the Bell Monopoly Yields After Years of Battle 
By C. E. Gray 


KTER one of the hardest battles i: modern commer- 
A cial warfare, Independent telephone men _ have 
stormed Boston, the very citadel of the Bell monop- 
oly. The board of aldermen, by a vote of 10 to 1, granted 
a franchise to the Metropolitan Home Telephone Company 
to construct and operate a telephone system in the city 
where the trust has ruled supreme for years in the name of 
the New England Telephone & Telegraph Company., the 
sell licensee. Notwithstanding the overwhelming vote, 
‘Mayor Fitzgerald, ten days later, vetoed the ordinance, of- 
fering as the principal reason that there was considerable 
opposition to a competing system from certain prominent 
business interests, and urging that the question be held in 
abeyance until the Massachusetts legislature had passed a 
law authorizing the city of Boston to sell its public fran- 
chises to the highest bidder. 
The board of aldermen, how- /|® 
ever, was not deterred by ex- 
ecutive interference and at the 
following meeting passed the 
Independent franchise over 
the mayor's veto, the vote be- 
ing 11 to 2, The advocates 
of the Metropolitan Home 
grant contended that their .— & & 


franchise was valid regard- 
Cis “ey ae 





of the veto, as it was 
originally passed by a major- 
itv large enough to overcome 
the veto power and the affirm- 
ative action of the aldermen 
on the veto itself made assur- 
ance doubly sure. 

It is likely, however, that the 
legality of the franchise will 
be tested in the courts before 
the construction of the Inde- 
pendent system is begun, for the Bell is determined to fight 
to the last ditch. The question probably will be carried 
into court by the city authorities refusing to issue permits 
for the planting of poles and construction of conduits. The 
Metropolitan company will then ask for a writ of man- 
damus compelling the city to grant such permits and thus 
the legal issue will be joined. 

When permanently organized the Metropolitan Home 
Telephone Company will be capitalized at from $10,000,000 
It contemplates the immediate expendi- 
ture of $10,000,000 in giving Boston a telephone service in 
competition with the Bell monopoly which long ago became 
hateful to the large majority of telephone users. The com- 
pany received its charter from the secretary of state, May 
21, 1906, since which time there has been a bitter fight be- 
tween the two forces. On the one side was the powerful 
Bell licensee, the New England Telephone and Telegraph 
Company. with all the influences it has allied during twenty 
vears of exclusive monopoly; and on the other were the 
backers of the Independent company who demanded sim- 
ply the right to enter into competition in furnishing Boston 
telephone service. It was a fierce struggle, for the Bell 
fought hard to bar out the invader. It was from Boston 
that the trust has for vears directed the fight against Inde- 
pendent companies all over the United States 2n 1 now 
that it was being attacked at home it redoubled its efforts 
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to $15,000,000. 
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to crush the competitor which dared to beard the Bell licn 
in its own den. But the Independent company was not 
crushed this time. Telephone users who had long been at 
war with the New England company because of its exorbi- 
tant charges and flagrant disregard of the public’s rights 
and privileges rallied to the support of the Metropclitan 
Home franchise and created a sentiment that convinced the 
board of aldermen that the ordinance should be passed. 
Not only in Boston, but throughout all New England 
people rejoiced at the cpportunity to escape from 
clutches of the Bell octopus. They saw a chance to get In- 
dependent telephone connection with Boston, and, that ac- 
complished, with all other eastern states. The Independ- 
ent movement is strong in Maine, Vermont, New Hamp- 
shire, Rhode Island and Connecticut, as well as Massachu- 
setts, and the sentiment in the 


the 
the 





surrounding territory had 
much to do with the Inde- 
pendent victory in Boston. 


oe Petitions signed by thousands. 


of telephone subscribers 
$a Gwe throughout New England 
flooded the city authorities. 


The people were eager to hit 
the Bell a blow and take steps 
looking to a release from the 
bondage they were enduring 
under the monopoly held by 
that corporation. Independ- 
ent subscribers in Vermont 
alone sent a petition having 
21,000 subscribers, urging the 
passage of the franchise. The 
New England commercial as- 
sociations of all classes, and 
the various business ex- 
changes supported the Inde- 
pendent end of the fight and left no stone unturned to effect 
an entrance into the Boston stronghold for a competitor that 
would force the Bell to be good. The crusade proved con- 
clusively that the people were eager to teach the monopoly 
a lesson. 

The Bell used its heaviest artillery in repelling the Inde- 
pendent attack. Frederick P. Fish of the parent Bell con- 
cern and Gen, Thomas Sherwin of the New England licen- 
see, appeared before the board of aldermen to argue against 
the granting of a competitive franchise. All the means at 
the disposal of the powerful combination were employed to 
discredit the new company and its purpose. The old argu- 
ment against dual systems were trotted out for use on the 
platform, in resolutions and in the public press, but for 
every one advanced by the Bell the telephone users had a 
half dozen to offer in opposition, and in the end public sen- 
timent was reflected by the passage of the Metropolitan 
franchise. The Bell interests attempted to show that com- 
petion would injure the service and prove an injury to the 
public, but from every quarter of New England evidence to 
the contrary poured in. A feature of the discussion thus 
precipitated was the storm of indignation that had beer 
gathering and now broke, proving that the people of all six 
states were up in arms against the New England Bell com- 
pany. In New Hampshire particularly the business mei 
declared that competition had been a boon, forcing the Beil 
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to give better service and lower rates. The testimony of 
one is a fair illustration of all. He said: “I have three 
telephones of the Citizens’ Company (Independent) and two 
of the New England Company (Bell). The cost of all five 
is about what I would have to pay the New England Com- 
pany for one telephone if there were no competition.” Such 
evidence as this indicates the feeling against the Bell 
throughout New England and explains why the boston 
franchise was passed. 

For years Boston business men have had to pay the Bell 
trust from $160 to $200 a year for the same telephone serv- 
ice which costs but $80 in Philadelphia, $60 in St. Louis and 
$48 in Cleveland, where there is competition. The resi- 
dence rates have been correspondingly high. Boston in- 
cludes and is adjacent to many suburban towns where the 
Bell company maintains local exchanges. Even where only 
a few blocks separate these suburbs subscribers are com- 
pelled to pay an extra toll charge for calling up persons in 
another division, and this practice has done much to bring 
the existing company into disfavor. The housewife who 
lives on one street that comes under the designation of one 
exchange, owing to old lines, in calling up the grocery- 
keeper whose telephone connects with another suburban 
exchange is obliged to pay a toll fee of never less than ten 
cents. 

Business men organized against this extortion, thousands 
joining the Co-operative Telephone Reform Association, 
made up of members of the boards of trade and commer- 
cial bodies, merchants, manufacturers, professional and 
other citizens. : 

Agitation of the matter caused the legislature at the last 
session to give the highway commissioners supervision of 
telephones. This commission is now investigating the de- 
mands voiced in a petition signed by thousands of busi- 
ness men and residents for a reduction of telephone rates 
and the abolition of the extra toll charge between adjoining 
suburbs. The petitioners demand that the rates be cut in 
half, as the discussion growing out of the Independent cru- 
sade has convinced the people that the Bell had _ been 
charging them twice too much. The chances are that the 
Bell will voluntarily reduce its rate and knock out the toll 
charge in view of the passage of the Metropolitan fran- 
chise. which promises to end the oppressive telephone mo- 
nopoly. 

Arthur W. Hoge, brother of James B. Hoge, president 
of the International Independent Telephone Association, is 
the consulting engineer of the new company which has se- 
cured the Boston franchise. Speaking of the plans of the 
Metropolitan, he said: : 

“Our franchise makes it incumbent upon us to install 
within three years a plant big enough to accommodate 20,- 
ooo telephones, but the first outlay will be upon a scale of 
much larger dimensions. We shall have to erect a building 
big enough to accommodate 50,000 telephones and a sub- 
way system that will take care of wires for 100,000, with 
cables actually installed from the first providing for 40,000 
to 50,000. 

“The actual initial outlay of the money will depend upon 
how large a provision is made for future growth. The 
business men interested in the project have signified their 
willingness to subscribe for the entire amount necessary to 
construct, operate and maintain the plant. Several banks 
have become interested, and among private individuals are 
such well known men as Col. Albert Clarke, Bernard M. 
Wolf, John T. Connor, M. O’Keefe, the Ferguson brothers 
and others. 

“All arrangements have been perfected for a permanent 
organization. Bernard M. Wolf will probably be president. 
The capital stock will probably be from $10,000,000 to $15,- 
000,000. If the last-named sum is adopted about $10,000,- 


ooo of stock would have to be issued at once, the balance as 
necessity demanded, for extension of the system, improve- 
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ments, etc. This first big issue of stock will probably be 
all taken up by private subscription. So far as I know, no 
stock will be offered for public sale until the plant is in- 
stalled and in working order.” 

It is the intention of the Independent company to furnish 
the people of Boston and vicinity with the most modern 
telephone system possible. Its promoters have the money 
and the disposition to install a plant that will be so far ahead 
of the Bell system that the trust will be obliged to rebuild 
in order to compete with the Metropolitan. Boston will be 
the hub from which Independent telephone wires will ra- 
diate in every direction. Connection will be made with all 
the cities and towns in New England, in many of which 
Independent companies already are operating. Where there 
is none, an Independent company will be organized. In 
that way, the opponent of the Bell trust will be able to fur- 
nish service for every part of New England and form con- 
nections with the trunk lines of other Independent com- 
panies in other states, giving communication over most of 
the country. Formation of this chain of Independent com- 
panies in the New England -states will justly be consid- 
ered a great step in advance, for Boston has always stood 
in the way.as the impregnable fortress of the Bell combina- 
tion. 

In characteristic fashion the Bell agents in Boston are 
circulating the story that the franchise was obtained merely 
as a speculation and that if the Independent company be- 
gins operations it will later sell out to the existing concern. 
All of which, of course, is for the purpose of discrediting 
the new competitor. The Boston business men connected 
with the Metropolitan company deny these reports and de- 
clare they are maliciously false. There is said to be plenty 
of capital in sight to finance the new enterprise and the 
belief is general that the Bell will realize it must fight for 
its life as soon as the campaign for subscribers opens. 
Alfred S. Hoyes, legal counsel for the Independent com- 
pany, is of the opinion that victory will follow the expected 
fight in the courts. 

“We shall not want any permits to open streets until 
April,” said he. “It is time enough then to consider that 
trouble. We are going right ahead with our plans, and 
when the time comes our engineers will file plans and we 
shall make application for the necessary permits for street 
openings. If such permits are then. refused us, we shall 
proceed in a quiet, dignified and orderly manner to secure 
our rights. Of course, we have had opinions on that matter, 
and we feel assured from our legal advice that there is no 
question as to the legality of the franchise. The mayor feels 
disappointed. That is quite natural, when 11 members of 
the board of aldermen disagree with him. I believe from 
what I have heard in the way of opinions and conversation, 
that if this whole matter of our franchise was put before the 
voters of the city they would show by their ballots that they 
do desire a new and competing company to come into Bos- 
ton.” 

The Independent victory in Boston has stimulated oppo- 
sition to the Bell in neighboring states. Long distance con- 
nection is planned with Independent companies at Albany, 
N. Y.; Lewiston and Portland, Maine; Brockton, Worces- 
ter, Fall River, Lawrence, Springfield, Taunton, New Bed- 
ford and 25 towns and cities in New Hampshire. The 
Farmington Valley Telephone Company is planning to re- 
new its fight to break into the field occupied exclusively by 
the Southern New England (Bell) Telephone Company 
and will ask the legislature of Connecticut for the privilege 
of extending its business throughout the state. The Home 
company of Providence, R. I., is reaching out to make a 
determined fight against the Bell in that state, and the 
Northeastern Company of Maine has purchased an _ old 
charter obtained in Concord, N. H., in 1891, for the purpose 
of pushing the Independent movement throughout New 
Hampshire. It is related on good authority that the Bell 
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has offered to sell out its business in the last-named state 
and leave the Independents a clear field, 

The entrance of the Metropolitan company gives Boston 
three telephone companies, but one of them—the Massa- 
chusetts Telephone Company—has laid dormant so long 
that the suspicion is generally held that the Bell controls it 
and keeps it in the field simply to discourage other compe- 
tition. ‘The Massachusetts concefn was organized in 1898. 
and has spent a sum estimated at $1,000,000 in construc- 
tion work. ‘To-day the company has but 400 or 500 stations 
and has made little effort to extend its service. In view of 
the general public dissatisfaction with the Bell service, the 
failure of the Massachusetts company—professedly a com- 
petitor—to profit by this condition would naturally be most 
peculiar, but the theory that the Bell licensee has chloro- 
formed the concern and kept it in existence only to ward 
off genuine competition explains this very clearly. It is, in 
fact, an old Bell trick and has been played before. 

It is estimated that the New [England Bell has invested 
$15,000,000 in Boston, In the city proper there are about 
45,000 stations, and 40,000 additional in the adjacent sub- 
urbs. Massachusetts has a law providing that on complaint 
of twenty or more telephone subscribers the state highway 
commission shall investigate the rates and service provided 
by companies doing business within the state. If the facts 
warrant action, the commission then can recommend re- 
ductions. Pending the construction and operation of the 
Metropolitan system patrons of the Bell company will seek 
relief from the state highway commission. 

Since the passage of the Independent franchise in Boston 
the New [England company has manifested an eager desire 
to cultivate the good will of the telephone public, which in- 
dicates a genuine alarm. Never before had the Bell man- 
agement made concessions to the people, but with the pros- 
pect favoring active competition in the near future the 
representatives of the trust are busily seeking at this late 
hour to ingratiate themselves with telephone subscribers. 
In its campaign for business, and to prevent a stampede to 
the Independents, the Bell is working industriously in Ver- 
mont and even going to the length of giving three months’ 
service free with every yearly contract. It is also a signifi- 
cant fact that the Bell is straining every nerve to secure con- 
nection with Independent companies in Vermont and other 
New England states for the palpable reason that the Inde- 
pendents are growing stronger every day in these sections. 
In many cases the Bell emphasizes the point that it desires 
to make an “amicable” arrangement for exchange of 
service. 

Telephone men throughout the country will be interested 
in the following editorial entitled “The Telephone Situa- 
tion,” which recently appeared in The Commonwealth and 
which gives a correct review of the Boston fight : 

Last week we mentioned the fact that we considered a new tele- 
phone company a desirable adjunct to the business life of Boston. 
Evidently the New England Telephone Company does not agree 
with us. Like all people, and all corporations which have a monop- 
oly, it wishes to keep it. 

Phe company has a monopoly on certain patents and extensions 
of patents, and has worked the patent business until it is stretched 
out further than elastic ever could be stretched. But now it is 
satiated with power and its appetite for com makes it particularly 
avaricious at the beginning of a new year. 

The New England Telephone Company is the dumping ground 
for every incompetent political grafter who isn’t willing to do a 
day’s work in the ordinary channels of business. All that a politi- 
cian needs to-day in order to square himself with one of his hench- 
men is to give him an order on the telephone company. and_ the 
telephone company puts him on the pay roll as an “inspector.” or 
under title that means absolutely nothing. except that the 
money obtamed from the public is given to him in return for no real 
service rendered 

This is one method that the company has adopted in order to 
square itself with the politicians. We claim that the telephone 
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situation in Boston should be changed, and changed at once. We 
see only the practical end of the situation, and not the theoretical. 
We know, and the public knows, that competition always brings 
lower rates, and, if the people behind the new telephone company 
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are given a charter to do business in the city of Boston, then we 
are absolutely certain that the New England Telephone & Telegraph 
Company will cut out some of its useless expenses and not only give 
us lower rates, but better service. 

We see that the New England Telephone Company, always 
solicitous of the public welfare, has been making investigations. It 
engaged the services of George W. Anderson, and Mr. Anderson 
went west and brought back a report. It was the weakest report 
that we ever saw. It actually fell to pieces of its own inertia. Not 
only did Mr. Anderson furnish practically no specific incidents, but 
he implied that all of the reports of the Independent companies in 
the west were “fake” reports. 

Here is one little item that Mr. Anderson 
port: 

“Conclusion 17. Given a ‘good’ auditor, almost any telephone 
company can make a show of earnings for a few years. With the 
voting-trust-certificate-device, the selection of an auditor is left 
entirely in the hands of the persons who are making money out 
of speculative manipulations, based upon bookkeeping misleading 
if not absolutely fraudulent.” 

Well, Mr. Anderson, paragon of virtue, has anybody suggested 
that the report that you turned in to the New England Telephone & 
Telegraph Company was not on the level? Who engaged you to 
make this report? Are you different from any other expert em- 
ployed for the purpose of getting favorable testimony only? Or 
are you one of those men, like Abraham Lincoln, who absolutely 
refused to take a case only when they believe in the absolute inno- 
cence of their client and the justice of his cause? We have seen 
no monuments erected to you, Mr. Andreson, and when you imply 
that every bookkeeper west of the Hudson river is crooked, and 
that you are the only telephone expert in America who works on 
the level, we think you are going a little bit too far. Have you hid- 
den anything in your reports, Mr. Anderson? Did the New Eng- 
land Telephone & Telegraph Company send you out west to get 
the real facts of the case, or did it engage you, at a fat fee, to get 
something to pass to the public in the way of an advertising lemon? 
So much for Mr. Anderson. 

How about the rest of the advertising that is being thrown into 
the Boston papers by the poor old New England Telephone Com- 
pany that hasn’t any money in its treasury? In some of the adver- 
tising it is intimated that the Independent companies have been 
selling “watered” stock to the public. Of course, the Bell Tele- 
phone Company, and the numerous subsidiary companies which it 
controls, never “watered” any stock. The New England Telephone 
& Telegraph Company has no “watered” stock, when they tell the 
story! 

But isn’t it a safe assertion that the New England Telephone & 
Telegraph Company, with its hundreds of millions of outstanding 
obligations, paid for by the public, is nothing but ‘‘water?” If the 
New England Telephone & Telegraph Company wished to build a 
big central station, it would issue bonds, and sell them to the public. 
Earnings are too valuable to be turned into assets. They look too 
pretty as “dividends.” The New England Telephone Company, as 
a sponsor for honest methods and conservatism in finance, is about 
the funniest thing that we have read for a long while. 

In the morning papers for Christmas, we saw a story from Fall 
River and New Bedford, paid for by the New England Telephone & 
Telegraph Company at the rate of $600 per page. In the middle of 
the story we saw the very ungrammatical headline, “Neither safe 
or wise.” Every child over seven years of age knows that the word 
“neither” should be followed by “nor” and not by “or,” and it is 
evident to us that not only is the New England Telephone Company 
insulting the intelligence of the public in the facts of the situation, 
but is insulting the grammatical taste of the people of Boston when 
it frames up such junk as it has been passing to us the past few 
days. It quotes an opinion of ex-Mayor John W. Coughlin of Fall 
River, who says that he “does not believe in telephone competition 
from the standpoint of the investor.” He also says that “he does 
not think that investing in stock of a telephone company is a safe 
business proposition.” This is begging the question. The New 
England Telephone Company is trying by these methods to hamper 
the sale of stock, and to imply that the new company is a stock 
scheme, but so far as we are able to find out, no stock, as yet, has 
been offered for sale. 

The New England Telephone Company was afraid to ask ex- 
Mayor Coughlin of Fall River whether the service of the New 
England Telephone Company was improved by the double system. 
Had it Jene so, it would have found that the rates in Fall River 
were lowered very materially, and the service was improved. We 
are not going to quote any ex-imayors of Fall River. Neither are 
we going to quote any undertaking establishments, or peanut ven- 
dors in order to prove the conditions in Fall River. We are going 
to quote the words of the present mayor of Fall River, and one of 
the best mayors that Fall River ever had. He told the editor of 
this paper, during the week, that the service in Fall River had 
manifestly improved, and the rates have been materially reduced 
because of the double telephone system in his city. Why doesn’t 
the New England Telephone Company quote that in their advertis- 
ing? 

On Wednesday morning, which will be the last opportunity we 
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have of quoting the telephone company’s indirect subsidizing of the 
press of Boston, we find sixteen quotations from various business 
men of Haverhill. It seems that Haverhill allowed an Independent 
company to be installed that didn’t know its business. At least, 
that was the way the story read in the Wednesday morning papers. 

Admitting that this is so, what has that got to do with an In- 
dependent company, organized by competent Boston business men, 
with unlimited capital behind it, agreeing to give to the people of 
Boston a more efficient and more competent service than we are 
getting at the present time? 

Does the New England Telephone Company mean to imply that 
there are no business men in Boston capable of handling a telephone 
company? Does the New England Telephone Company wish us 
to infer that it considers itself the only telephone concern in Amer- 
ica! 

Has it all the brains in Boston corralled at 119 Milk street? 

What has Boston to do with a little town like Haverhill? What 
has Boston to do with Auburn, Maine, and what has Boston in 
common with a bunch of little dinky towns out West? ‘There is 
more business between No. 1 Washington street and the Columbia 
Theater, without going off the street, than there is in one-half 
of the places that the New England Telephone Company has quoted. 


There is no comparison between Boston and these little towns, 
and there is no competition between Boston business men and the 
little chaps that tried to butt in and do an honest business in com- 
petition with a monopoly that was able to crush them. The great 
trouble with the New England Telephone Company in the present 
instance is that it feels that it is up against people who are pretty 
nearly as big as it is and it is afraid. It didn’t complain much on 
the advent of a new telephone company in Haverhill. It simply 
increased the efficiency of its service, and with the added millions 
of capital at command, made things hot for the other company. 

Even with millions of capital, it has failed to interfere with the 
good service of the Independent companies in New Bedford and 
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Fall River, and in Philadelphia and in Cleveland, Chicago and other 
large cities. 

The only fault we have to find with the New England Telephone 
Company is that it is charging twice as much as it should for 
telephone service, and there is only one way to bring it into line. — 

That way is by allowing the competent people in the city of 
Boston to operate an Independent company, and whether the mayor 
of Boston signs the franchise or not, we feel that something is due 
the people of Boston, and the Board of Aldermen, either this year 
or next, will do its duty. 

In another section of the same issue, The Commonwealth 
calls attention to the pertinent fact that Mayor litzgerald, 
who vetoed the Independent telephone franchise, accepted 
Bell advertising for his paper, The Republic. Now The 
Commonwealth makes no special point as to the connection 
between this fact and the mayor’s official position in the 
telephone controversy, but includes the Bell advertising in 
a general criticism of the mayor's paper printing advertis- 
ing from many corporations. What will strike telephone 
men as extremely significant, however, is the fact that the 
New England Bell pursued its same old sly tactics to in- 
gratiate itself with the public official that had to pass on 
the ordinance passed to bring about telephone competition. 
No charge is made that the mayor of Boston was unduly 
influenced to veto an Independent franchise because the 
Bell placed advertising in his paper, but as The Common- 
wealth points out it doesn’t look well. Trust the Bell to 
spread a little sugar around when it is trying to catch 
flies. 


VERMONT-NEW HAMPSHIRE CONVENTION 


An Important Gathering of New England Independents 
By E. R. Nash 


ECAUSE of the Independent’s victory in Boston, the 
fourth annual convention of the Vermont and New 


Hampshire Independent ‘Telephone Association, 
which was held at Bradford, Vt., January 8, was 
unusually enthusiastic this year. “Bust the trust,” was 


the watchword of the members, reference being made, 
of course, to the New England Bell company. The 
convention was called to order at the MHotel Low 
by President H. W. Buchanan. Nearly too delegates, 
representing thirty-three Independent companies, were 
present. G. W. Buzzell, the secretary, made a_ report 
which included a great deal of matter of general interest to 
Independent companies, dealing with growth, construction 
and litigation, uring the use of “the shield’ and earnestly 
advising all the members and all interested in Independent 
lines to stand together against the encroachment of monop- 
oly and for the rights and interests of the people. 

In his annual report Secretary Buzzell painted a glowing 
picture of the prospects of Independent success in New 
England. “All these states,” said he, “are covered by In- 
dependent service. There is hardly a town, village or ham- 
let within the confines of their borders that has not been 
supplied with Independent telephones, and the long-distance 
toll lines are rapidly reaching out and connecting all of the 
local lines together, so that it will be possible to reach every 
portion of our states over these toll lines. But right here 
let me suggest that the only way of bringing about a first- 
class toll service is, in my judgment, to divorce the toll line 
service from the local service. 

“This could be done by organizing a long-distance com- 
pany, to which all the interests in the states could turn over 
their long-distance lines and take an interest in the new 
company proportionate to the number of telephones they 
now operate, or upon any other basis that might be mutually 


! 
egreeable to all of the interests concerned. The long-dis- 
tance lines should be under a separate and distinct manage- 
ment and built in a standard manner. In this way alone 
can we expect to give first-class long-distance service and 
satisfactorily reach every portion of our states and connect 
and communicate with other states until all along our lines 
we can fully compete with our long-entrenched competitor, 
the Bell company. We cannot: talk over inferior lines and 
through exchanges for long distances and expect to attract 
and maintain the support of the great business public unless 
we supply them with equally good, if not better, service 
than is afforded by our competitor, and some plan like the 
one herein suggested, or a better one if it can be found, 
should be adopted. 

“In looking over the short life of the Independent move- 
ment we are struck with amazement at the wonderful show- 
ing for human progress made in this time. The Bell com- 
pany as a monopoly catered only to the rich. Its motto 
was: ‘Limited use, high charges and great profits.’ Un- 
der such conditions no industry can develop. Telephones 
were then only used by the few who could afford to pay ex- 
travagant price. After having exclusive control of the field 
for eighteen years, in 1894, when its first patents expired, it 
only had in use in the whole United States 291,253 tele- 
phones. 

“The people over the entire land revolted against this 
policy. Manufacturers started to manufacture Independent 
telephone apparatus. Companies were formed first in the 
west and later in the east. Independent plants were built, 
at first crudely, but anything to beat the monopoly, and the 
grand result of this revolt of the people is shown in the fact 
that against 291,253 that the Bell had installed in 1894, the 
people of the United States have now 7,000,000 telephones 








118 


in Operation, of which the Independents own 4,500,000 and 
their competitors 2,500,000, and the end is not yet in sight 
and will not be in sight until the last house is built and the 
last child is born.” | 

Regarding the financial strength of the Independent move- 
ment, Secretary Buzzell said: “Our competitor, the Bell, 
through the public press and by every means that unlimited 
capital could employ, has tried to depress Independent secur- 
ities and belittle the value of their plants. A campaign 
against feared competition has steadily been conducted, 
voiced by subsidy. In every manner possible has the Bell 
sought to depreciate the true value of the stocks and bonds 
of Independent companies ; and capital, which is at all times 
timid, has often listened to these slanders and failed to ex- 
tend the helping hand when most needed. In spite of this 
the reports from 49 Independent companies representing 16 
states showed an average dividend of 7.65 per cent, whereas 
the average of the 41 Bell companies was only 5.2 per cent. 


Telepivony 





Vol. 13. No. 2 


The new officers elected are: President, H. W. Buchan- 
an, Barton Landing; vice-president, O. D. Eastman, 
Woodsville, N. H.; secretary and treasurer, G. W. Buzzell, 
St. Johnsbury; executive committee, H. W. Buchanan, G. 
W. Buzzell, O. D. Eastman, Woodsville, N. H.; Fred C. 


Gleason, Warren, N. H.; D. L. McGuire, Albany, Vt. 





A TYPICAL BELL TRICK. 

From Ironton, O.. a correspondent sends information 
showing the tactics the Bell is employing to injure the 
Home Telephone Company, because it is an Independent 
concern operating in that district. The story is told in the 
fronton paper as follows: 

“The telephone war in Lawrence county is no joke. Yes- 
terday morning a man stating that he represented the Home 
Telephone Company walked in to the Rock Camp exchange 
and stated that he had come to rebuild the exchange. The 
man worked on the exchange a few hours, getting his 
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Delegates and Visitors to the Vermont and New Hampshire Inde 


These figures undoubtedly indicate that Independent tele- 
phone securities have reached a stage where they command 
the support and confidence of the investing public. 

The victory won in securing an Independent franchise in 
Boston was the subject of general discussion. The follow- 
ing resolution was offered by Secretary Buzzell and unan- 
imously adopted by the convention: 

“Resolved, That we, the Independent non-Bell telephone 
companies, constituting the Vermont and New Hampshire 
Independent Telephone Association, do rejoice and are glad 
at the success of the Metropolitan Independent Telephone 
Company of Boston in securing a franchise of that city 
against the wishes of the great monopoly, the Bell Tele- 
phone company, and its sympathizers, and we further ex- 
tend our sympathy to the men behind the guns in this great 
fight for. their rights. When Boston and the other large 
cities in which the franchises have been granted to Inde- 
pendent telephone companies are installed, we will be glad 
again. That is what we are waiting for in New Hampshire 
and Vermont, 30,000 telephones strong, and, further. we 
offer our services in any way that may be beneficial to the 
Independent movement in Boston or elsewhere.” 


pendent Telephone Convention, Bradford, Vermont, January 8, 1907. 


dinner and horses fed free and then ‘skidooed’ for I[ron- 
ton. A short time after Manager Knapp of the new Home 
Company received a message that their man had been there 
and worked on the switchboard and that no one could hear 
over the telephones. Mr. Knapp said it must be a mistake 
and went to investigating. He discovered that the man 
who represented himself to be a Home man was an em- 
ploye of the Beil company, and that he had taken the re- 
lays out of the switchboard. It seems that this summer 
Mr. Riley of the Lawrence company had been called to 
Rock Camp to place new relays in the exchange, and that 
he had borrowed them from the Bell company, and when 
the Bell people wanted their borrowed goods returned, they 
tried to make it out as a joke on the Home company.” 

The incident illustrates the danger of an Independent 
company having any dealing with the Bell, even to the ex- 
tent of borrowing apparatus. 





The Emperor of Japan has a representative in the United 
States inspecting various rural telephone systems through- 
out the country. with a view toward establishing similar sys- 
tems in the Island Kingdom. 


























MANUFACTURERS DEPARTMENT 


TEXAS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CENTRAL 
TELEPHONE AND ELECTRIC COMPANY. 

In the last issue TELEPHONY announced the establishment 

in Dallas, Texas, of the Central Telephone & Electrical 


Company of Texas by the Central Telephone & Electrical 
Company of St. Louis in order to meet the demands of its 
The new concern began 


growing trade in the Southwest. 








Royal E. Smith. George F. Poertner. 


business at Dallas January 1, under the supervision of Mr. 
George I. Poertner and Mr. Royal E. Smith, whose por- 
traits are herewith presented. Mr. Poertner has traveled 
in the Southwest for the St. Louis company, and Mr. Smith 
also is well acquainted with the requirements of the trade. 
They start out under most favorable conditions and are 
prepared to fill orders from the complete stock maintained 
by the company at that point. 





YEAR’S GREETING IN GREAT 
DEMAND. 

The handsome New Year’s card distributed to the trade 
by the Monarch Telephone Manufacturing Company of 
Chicago, has created a_ great 
furore, and led to the perpetration 
of an amusing practical joke on R. 
C. Stone, the company’s repre- 
sentative in Indiana. Michigan, 
Ohio and Eastern Illinois. The 
greeting consists of an_ artistic 
chemigraph print of “Just Apples,” 
a painting by Prentice, which 
shows a boy’s cap filled with rosy- 
cheeked apples as a symbol of pros- 
perity and plenty. Accompanying 
the picture the Monarch company 
issued a letter saying: “The hat is 
full and the apples are good. Our 
hat has been pretty full this year 
with a business much greater than 
ever before. Again, like the apples, this business is good and 
the results are gratifying. We hope that your next year’s 
hat will have to be a size larger to hold the prosperity of 
1907. 

The beautiful print made a pronounced hit with the trade 
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R. C. Stone. 





and the demand for it exceeded the supply. In insisting on 
additional copies of the picture, the operators of the Steu- 
ben County Electric Telephone Company at Angola, Ind., 
addressed a letter to Mr. Stone threatening him with dire 
punishment in case he failed to grant their request. The 
letter was “signed, sealed and delivered” before a notary 
public and had every appearance of being a legal process 
to refuse which would entail grave consequences. It fol- 
lows: 





Steuben County Electric Telephone Company 
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ANGOLA. INDIANA 
Mr. B. C. Stone, 
Chicago, Lillis. 


Dear Sir: 
We, the undersigned employess of the Steuben County Electric 


Telephone Company, do hereby order, command and implore the Right. 
Honorable R. C. Stone, esq., to send each of the underrignea P. D. Q., 


a —— of apples the same as the one sent to our High Mogul, 






and don't you forget it. 





<< Before me, a Notary Public, in and for said county and State 

We first day of January, 1907, the above employees of the Steuben’ County 
Electric Telephone Company, swore that if the said R. ©. Stone did not 
fully and quickly comply with above order and command, that they would 
immediately on the first appearance of said Stone in the City of Angola, 
Ind., 3tand him on his head, throw him down stairs, or do such other 
mischief to said Stone that will teach him to never again disregard the 
wishes of the above "Telephone Girls." 


Past W bitller 


NOTARY PUBLIC, Angola, Ind. 
Comaiss ion Expires Oct. 10, 1907. 


ary fr aw the abe cten enol 


P. S. "JUST APPLES. 


thy. Defeactauel- petmot fag 

yor Je out ea atiy 

In answer, the Monarch company prepared a bill in chan- 
cery seeking a writ of injunction to prevent Misses Cynthia 
Kellogg, Cora Sickels, Flora Hamblen and the other Angola 
operators from “conspiring” to injure Mr. Stone by ‘ ‘throw- 
ing him down stairs,” or “standing him on his cranium.” 
In seeking to protect Mr. Stone from attacks by those 
ready to resort to violence to obtain copies of “Just Ap- 
ples,’ the Monarch company reports that there are a few 
more copies of the picture on hand, and as long as the sup- 
ply lasts they will be forwarded on request. 





AMERICAN ELECTRIC FUSE COMPANY LI- 
CENSED UNDER ALL STERLING PATENTS. 
The American Electric Fuse Company, Muskegon and 


New York, announces to the trade that it has secured from 
the Sterling Electric Company, of Lafayette, Indiana, a 
license under all the protector patents of that company, 
including all the patents involved in the litigation between 
the Sterling company and Frank B. Cook. The American 
Electric Fuse Company has also secured from the’ Sterling 
Electric Company a release covering all goods heretofore 
manufactured by the American Electric Fuse Company, 
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which also covers all the customers of the latter, which 
company claims that the recent decision of the United 
States Circuit Court of Appeals, which is the highest court 
of appeals in such cases, :n favor of the Sterling Electric 
Company and against Irank 1. Cook, therefore does not 
affect any customer of the American Electric Fuse Com- 
pany, since all of its goods are licensed under the patents 
involved in that litigation. The company will be very glad 
to furnish full details on request concerning these patents 
and the decision of the court and anything additional with 
regard to the patent situation on protectors, from any of 
its customers. The company enjoys the enviable d'stinction 
of never having been sued for infringement of any protector 
patent and anncunces that it has been and always will be 
its policy to respect the legitimate patent rights of others, 
and that it will guarantee protection to all of its customers 
against any patent suits of any k’nd or nature. 





J. ALLEN HAINES, INC. 

The new year starts out with every prospect of marked 
success for J. Allen Haines, Inc., the new manufacturers’ 
agency, which recently took over the sales-agency partner- 
ship existing between Mr. J. Allen Haines and Mr. Dwight 
G. Welling. When the new company was formed its pre- 
moters believed that a corporation operating in Chicago 
with ample capital, with numerous branches throughout 
the West and advertising independently of the companies 
represented, could be of great aid not only to the manufac- 
turers but to the jobbers, electrical contractors and big 
buyers generally throughout the territory covered. This 
theory is being fully justified, and the J. Allen Haines, 


Inc., has good cause to anticipate a highly prosperous and 
successful year. 

The fact that the active management of J. Alien Haines, 
Inc., is in the hands of men who have had long experience 
in the electrical field is considered a guaranty that its af- 
fairs will be wisely managed and the needs of the trade in- 





Private Office J. Allen Haines, Inc., Chicago. 


telligently cared for. Mr. James V. Watson, the president, 
is also president of the United Supply and Manufacturing 
Company. Mr. J. Allen [laines, vice-president and general 
manager, formerly was the Chicago manager of the Elec- 
tric Gas Lighting Company (now the Electric Goods Manu- 
facturing Company), and previously was president of the 
Haines & Noves Company. Mr. Dwight G. Welling, sales 
manager and engineer, was for a number of vears connect- 
ed with the sales department of the Western Electric Com- 
pany, and before that was with the Kellogg Switchboard 
and Supply Company. Mr. Otis D. Allen, general sales- 
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man, was formerly with the Western Electric Company, 
Kansas City; W. P. Crockett Company, Chicago, and I. 
A. Bennett, Chicago. Mr. A. Conro Fiero, manager of the 
railroad department, was formerly with the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railroad Company, and the Indiana 
Harbor Company. 

The main cffices of J. Allen Haines, Inc., are located at 
324 Dearborn street, Chicago, and the warehouse is at 59 
Plymouth place. Branches will be opened at St. Louis, St. 
Paul, Denver, Los Angeles, and will be in charge of resi- 
dent managers. Complete stocks of all standard lines man- 





General Offices J. Allen Haines, Inc., Chicago. 


ufactured by the companies represented are carried for the 
benefit of the trade. The company adheres to the follow- 
ing ideas in doing business: Complete stock, prompt ship- 
ments, courteous treatment, the best of everything of its 
kind, protect the trade, maintain prices, on high class arti- 
cles prices always the lowest. 

Following is a list of the companies represented by J. 
Allen Haines, Inc.: 

American Electrical Heater Company, Detroit, Mich., 
manufacturer of electric heating apparatus; Bishop Gutta- 
Percha Company, New York City, manufacturer of Bishop 
“White Core’ insulated wires and cables, and 30 per cent 
pure Para rubber wire, Chatterton’s compound, etc.; Clif- 
ton Manufacturing Company, Boston, Mass., manufacturer 
of highest grade insulating tapes, compounds, rubber goods, 
etc.; the Dayton Electrical Manufacturing Company, Day- 
ton, Ohio, manufacturer of “Apple” ignition apparatus. 
dynamos, storage batteries, magnetos, belt and friction- 
clutch governors, etc.; the Electric Cable Company, New 
York City, manufacturer of “Voltax’ insulated wire. 
weather-proof wire, magnet wire, railroad signal wire, un- 
derground and marine cables, etc., and “Voltax” insulating 
compound and preservative paint; the Reed Electrical Cord- 
age Company, Syracuse, N. Y., manufacturer of “Kala- 
mos” insulated wires, battery cords, annunciator and office 
wires, and special wires and cables for all purposes; 
Schwarze Electric Company, Adrian, Mich., manufacturer 
of the Schwarze “Universal” bell, railway crossing alarms. 
bells for signal towers and for fire-alarm systems, etc.: 
Stonlev & Patterson, Inc., New York City, manufacturers 
of the “Faraday” and “Competition” bells, Simplex annun- 
ciztors, Fielding receptacles for stage use, ‘Matchless’ 
flashlight novelties, weatherproof sockets, etc.: Wire and 
Telephone Company of America, Rome, N. Y., manufac- 
turer of “Romeoid” interior telephone wire, rubber-cov- 
ered wire, magnet wire. bare copper wire, etc. 


























February, 1907. 


J. Allen Haines, Inc., will forward new and interesting 
catalogues on application. 





STROMBERG-CARLSON SALESMEN HOLD ANX- 
NUAL MEETING. 

According to custom, the sales organization of the 
Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Manufacturing Company 
held an annual convention Dec. 28 for an exchange of ideas 
and to outline a sales campaign for 1907. The meetings 
were held in the assembly hall at the factory, at Rochester, 
N. Y., and extended over a period of eight days. J. P. 
Cracraft, sales manager, presided over the meetings which 
proved useful and interesting. 

The above cut shows the members of the sales staff of the 
Siromberg-Carlson company. The salesmen and their re- 
spective territories are as follows: 

No. 11—Mr. J. P. Cracraft, Sales Manager; No. 1— 
Mr. H. A. Jones, New Jersey, Delaware, District of Co- 


Arkansas, Louisiana; No. 28—J. O. Oliver, advertising de 
partment. 

It was with new ideas and enthusiastic over the oppor 
tunities at hand and the prospects for the future that the 
salesmen departed on Jan. 4th to their respective fields of 
operaticn, 








BARGAINS IN TELEPHONE EQUIPMENTS. 

The Bigley Telephone Company, Chicago, is offering 
some exceptional bargains in telephone apparatus, switch- 
boards, telephones, parts and accessories. Among the offer 
ings are North, Stromberg-Carlson, Chicago Telephone Sup- 
ply, Kellogg and American Electric switchboards and tele- 
phones ; American Pin Company’s desk sets, and a complete 
line of coils, arresters, switchhooks, relays, etc., of all-the 
standard makes. Prices will be made to insure prompt mov- 
ing of this stock, as room is to be made for a rush of other 
goods ccnsequent upon spring trade. A complete current 














Meeting of the Sales Organization of 


lumbia, Pennsylvania, New York City; No. 2—Mr. T. E. 
Wright, Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland; No. 3—Mr. 
J. A. Helvin, North and South Carolina, Florida, Georgia ; 
No. 4—Mr. F. C. Redfield, New England States and East- 
ern Provinces of Canada; No. 5—Mr. J. B. Mockenhaupt, 
Chicago office; No. 6—Mr. C. S. Sifferd, Kansas, Okla- 
homa and Indian Territory; No. 7—Mr. F. W. King, 
Rochester office; No. 8—Mr. J. B. Wilkinson, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Mississippi and Alabama; No. 9—Mr. J. J. 
Nate, North and South Dakota, Minnesota and Montana; 
No. 10—Mr. H. C. Slemin, Rochester office; No. 12—Mr. 
A. J. Kennedy, New York State; No. 13—Mr. A. M. Hau- 
brich, Manager Chicago office; No. 14—Mr. B. C. Hyde, 
Missouri; No. 15—Mr. Wm. Bowen, Iowa; No. 16—Mr. 
A. W. Schafer, Rochester office; No. 17—Mr. A. B. Craw- 
ford, Ohio; No. 19—Mr. A. E. Reinke, Rochester office, 
sales department ; No. 18—Mr. J. L. Keenan, Rochester of- 
fice; No. 20—Mr. E. P. Shafer, Indiana: No. 21—Mr. J. 
S. Gibson, Representative in Canada, with sales office and 
large warerocms at 60-62 Front street W., Toronto, Ont. ; 
No. 22—Mr. J. H. Wagoner, recently in Chicago office 
now located in Rochester sales department; No. 23—Mr. 
C. E. Hague, sales engineer at Rochester office; No. 24— 
S. W. Menefee, Michigan, Wisconsin; No. 25—Mr. D. 
C. Gould, Nebraska. Colorado; No. 26—Mr. P. D. Myers, 
Illinois: No. 27—Mr. C. F. Speed, New Mexico, Texas, 


the Stremberg-Carlson Telephone Manufacturing Company at 


Rochester, Dec. 28, 1906. 


list of prices will be furnished by the Bigley Telephone 


Company promptly upon application. 





THE FOX-BORDEN EZY-PHONE. 

The telephone companies of the United States are always 
looking for something new in their equipment that will sat- 
isfy subscribers and make the use of the telephone easier, 
thereby increasing the number of calls used by subscribers. 
The Fox-Borden Manufacturing Company, of 27 Thames 
street, New York, has designed and constructed a telephone 
bracket which appeals to subscribers and for which there 
is a growing demand. This bracket is one that has been 
used in connection with desk telephones for a long time, 
giving perfect satisfaction. The bracket is simple but very 
strong in construction; the springs are large and strong, 
and when once adjusted give no trouble. 

The bracket comes down frem a vertical position, which 
can be used by people standing to about forty-five degrees 
below the horizontal, giving tne widest ranze possible. The 
company has adapted the hook and switch mechanisin used 
by the standard manufacturers and familiar to telephone 
men. The transmitter can be turned in nearly a complete 
circle, so that it faces the user, but in no way interferes in 
the holding of the connections. 

The bracket is 22 inches in !enzth, but by a simple device, 
can be extended from six to twelve inches, thereby meeting 
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every requirement. In fact, the Ezy-Phone is a complete 
telephone, which is at all times where the user desires it— 
in fact, it goes to the subscriber, instead of the subscriber 
going to it. It is especially adapted to house use, where 
people of several heights are using the Ezy-Phone, and in- 
stead of being an eye sore in the house, it is an ornament. 

The lFox-Borden Manufacturing Company is the manu- 
facturer of this bracket and the sole agent, and would be 
pleased to furnish any information in detail that telephone 
companies require. 





A STERLING VICTORY. 

The United States Circuit Court of Appeals recently 
handed down a decision in favor of the Sterling Electric 
Company against Frank B. Cook. The case was an appeal 
from the Circuit Court of Indiana and was tried before 
Judges Grosscup, Seaman and Kohlsaat. We quote the 
court: 

“The bill was to restrain the infringement of letters patent No. 
641,373, issued January 16, 1900, to Frank B. Cook, for a new and 
useful improvement in telephone switchboards, the defense being by 
way of plea that prior to any of the acts complained of in the bill, 
and prior to the issuance of the patent, the appellant made with 
appellee an oral agreement, whereby it granted to appellee, and to 
'ts officers and directors, in its behalf, the exclusive right to make, 
use, and sell, and to license others to make, use, and sell, various 
improvements, among which was the improvement in _ telephone 
switchboards covered by the patent in suit, such license to run 
throughout the United States and for the full term of the life of the 
patent. 

“The license pleaded covered not only the patent in suit, but ten 
other patents then issued, and applications then pending in the pat- 
ent ofhce, the patent sued upon being then in the form of an applica- 
tion upon which a patent was subsequently issued. At the time the 
suit was brought, nine other suits were brought upon the other 
patents referred to, it being stipulated that these nine suits should 
be determined according to the decree entered in the suit under con- 
sideration. In the Circuit Court the bill was dismissed. The further 
facts, necessary to the determination of this cause, are stated in the 
opinion, 

Judge Grosscup delivered the opinion: 

Appellant is an electrical engineer and inventor, and prior to 
i8o8 was in the employ of the Central Union Telephone Company, 
which employ he left in the year 1898, to engage in the business of 
manufacturing electrical machinery, devices, and appliances. This 
he did through a corporation known as the Sterling Electric Com- 
pany, of Iltinois, two-thirds of whose stock was owned by him and 
one-third by one Walter E. Doolittle, a corporation that in Feb- 
ruary, 1898, began to manufacture and sell electrical machinery, 
appliances, devices, and apparatus, used especially in operating 
telephonic systems. 

February 23, 1898, there was executed by appellant to the Ster- 
ling Electric Company of Illinois a written license covering the 
inventions of appellant in telephonic apparatus, some of which in- 
ventions had matured already into patents and others were pending 
on application (but not covering the patent in suit, application for 
which had just been made), which license granted to the Sterling 
company the exclusive right to manufacture, sell, and use the inven- 
tions thus named. 

The business of the Sterling Electric Company of Illinois seems 
to have grown rapidly, so rapidly, indeed, that ior the purpose of 
getting a working capital to take care of its increasing business, 
negotiations were opened up between Cook and Doolittle on the one 
side and the Commercial Club of Lafayette on the other, looking 
toward the removal of the plant from Chicago to Lafayette. Some 
matters connected with these negotiations are admitted. It is 
admitted, for instance, that the negotiations contemplated that the 
property of the Illinois corporation should be taken over by an 
Indiana corporation of the same name, having a capital stock of 
one hundred thousand dollars; that the property thus taken over 
should include all the property, plant, and assets of the Illinois 
corporation, except bills receivable and book accounts, as also a 
license from appellant of the right to manufacture, use, and sell 
certain telephone machinery, devices, apparatus, and appliances cov- 
ered by his inventions (the extent of this license being the thing in 
dispute) ; that to Cook and his wife and Doolittle should be issued 
seventy-five thousand dollars par value of the Indiana corporation, 
fully paid and non-assessable, and the other twenty-five thousand to 
be subscribed and paid for in cash by certain citizens of Lafayette; 
that of this seventy-five thousand issued to Cook and his associates, 
fifteen thousand should be bought from him at par, in cash, by 
citizens of Lafayette; and that all of these stipulations, except the 
disputed one relating to the license, were fully carried out in the 
removal that took place. 
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The terms of the transfer having been agreed upon between the 
Commercial Club of Lafayette and Cook and his associates, and the 
Indiana corporation having been organized, Cook and his asso- 
ciates tormaily proposed, and the appellee by resolution of its direc- 
tors formally accepted, the exclusive right and license to manufac- 
ture and sell certain inventions, some of them covered by letters 
patent already issued, others by application pending, at the valuation 
of thirty thousand dollars, the balance of the property having been 
put in at torty-five thousand dollars, for which the seventy-five thou- 
sand doilars par value of stock was formally issued. ‘he inventions 
thus*named, however, in this formal proposal and acceptance did not 
specifically include the one in suit. ‘The contention of Cook, so far 
as there 1s dispute as to the facts of the case, is that this formal 
proposal and acceptance was intended to cover the whole oi his con- 
tract obligation with the committee of the Commercial Club, the 
contention of the appellee being that Cook purposely omitted from 
this proposal the invention included in this suit, as also other inven- 
tions then pending on application in the patent office, and that the 
directors, relying upon Cook’s superior knowledge of what inventions 
he possessed, and his intention in good faith to carry out the pre- 
liminary agreement, inadvertently accepted the formal proposal, and 
thereupon issued the stock. 

A careful examination of the record, keeping in view the entire 
setting of the transaction, as well as the specific facts testified to, 
convinces us that whatever Cook secretly intended, the committee 
from Lafayette was led by him to believe that the company to be 


organized would acquize a license to manufacture, use, and sell, not 


only under the patents and applications mentioned in Cook’s subse- 
quent formal proposal to the board of directors, but ali patents and 
applications pertaining to the operation of telephonic systems; and 
that the board of directors was led by Cook to believe that in 
accepting his formal proposal and issuing stock the company was 
obtaining the patent in suit as a part of what the committee be- 
lieved that it had contracted for. ‘fo go into an elaboration of the 
reasons for his conclusion would be a useless waste of space. 

It ts the conclusion to which the master came after hearing the 
witnesses and carefully reviewing the testimony. It was the con- 
clusion of the judge reviewing the master. It is embodied clearly 
and consciously in the sworn testimony of the members of the com- 
mittee who negotiated with Cook in the conference that led to the 
consummation of the transaction. ‘The denial of Cook is in many 
respects entirely unsatisfactory. And it would be difficult to con- 
ceive that intelligent men who, in the spirit of a public interest, con- 
templated bringing to their town a new industry, supplementing 
their public spirit by embarking a substantial sum oi their own 
money in the venture, would omit from the calculation an element 
so essential to the success of the enterprise. To hold otherwise 
would be to credit to the cunning of appellant a success, and to the 
committee that dealt wtih him a stupidity, that the care shown in 
all other branches of the negotiation clearly discredit. 

The disputed fact of the case thus determined, the question 
remains whether the finding avails the defense interposed by appellee. 
The principal contentions of the appellant on this question are that 
the parol negotiations, whatever they were, were merged in the 
written proposal and acceptance; that the parol negotiations, having 
been conducted by a voluntary committee, did not become a con- 
tract, because there was no corporation then organized, no princi- 
pal behind the committee; and that the license, constituting as it 
does an assignment, could not be made except in writing. 

The contentions are not applicable to the case under considera- 
tion. True, as to the world at large, an assignment is not good 
unless put in writing and recorded; but as between parties to the 
transaction, a license by parol may be sustained, and enforced, if 
need be, by a decree for specific performance. True also, as a gen- 
eral rule, a parol contract reduced to writing, is to be held as fully 
expressed in the writing. But this does not exclude a court of 
equity from the inquiry whether by fraud, mistake, or inadvertence 
the writing fails to express the agreement; or (such fraud, mis- 
take, or inadvertence appearing) from giving force to the oral 
agreement. Nor is it true that an arrangement entered into, in 
contemplation of incorporation, and followed by incorporation, is 
not binding upon the parties, when all the terms of the contract 
except the one in dispute have been fully and in good faith executed, 
and the disputed term fails of execution solely through the fraud, 
mistake, or inadvertence of the parties. To hold in this respect, as 
we are asked to hold, would be to make all agreements, preliminary 
to incorporation of no avail, notwithstanding the completion of the 
transaction by incorporation—a doctrine that in the present develop- 
ment of the law has no standing whatever. 

For the reasons stated, the decree of the Circuit Court is 
affirmed. 








The Long Distance Telephone Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Siuth Bend, Ind., has issued a series of cards con- 
taining trade announcements, showing its telephones, auto- 
matic switch hooks, generators, rural bridging telephones, 
extension bells, transmitters, receivers, etc. Complete cata- 
logues and price lists will be forwarded on application. 























TRADE 


L. M. Ericsson TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 
Buffalo, N. Y., has issued an exceptionally handsome book- 
let showing the new factory, and containing descriptive 
matter of interest to the trade. 


THE PALMETTO MANUFACTURING CoMPANY, of Nash- 
ville, Terin., is offering a very complete line of locust and 
oak insulator pins and brackets and would like to hear from 
telephone buyers interested in such supplies. 


THe DEARBORN ELEctRIcC CoMpANy of Chicago is pre- 
paring a new and interesting telephone catalogue which 
will be ready for distribution about March 1. The com- 
pany will be glad to forward a copy to anyone in the trade 
on application. 





Scott C. Cutter, Oswego, IIl., is distributing a folder 
illustrating and describing his, Universal test clamp that is 
said to practically fit all wires. Its maker claims that it is 
equally efficient in winter as in summer. Samples and 
prices will be furnished on application. 


M. W. Dunton & Co., Providence, R. I., are sending to 
the trade an attractive calendar for 1907, which shows the 
products the company manufactures. The company has 
also issued a circular and price list about its Nokorode, 
which will be forwarded with sample on application. 





AN UNUSUALLY attractive souvenir postal card was dis- 
tributed by the Automatic Electric Company at the Elec- 
trical show. It pictured a handsome young woman talk- 
ing to her sweetheart through an automatic telephone while 
Cupid tries to “listen in” on the wire but is compelled to 
report “nothing doing.” 





THE TELEPHONIC AGE OF CANADA has been established 
to further the Independent telephone movement in the Do- 
minion. The publication will be issued monthly from To- 
ronto, and announces its purpose to be to create Independ- 
ent sentiment so there will be a half million telephones in 
Canada within a few vears. 


BAKER & CoMPANY, 120 Liberty street, New York, arti- 
sans in platinum, have sent out a folder relative to the plati- 
num rivets, showing the sizes and prices of rivets used as 
contact points in telephones, spark coils and other electrical 
apparatus requiring non-oxidizing contact surfaces. The 
firm will be pleased to forward information and samples on 
request. 

Tue Dean Etectric Company, Elyria, O., has issued 
its new folder, No. 6, which gives complete information 
about the Express type of switchboards manufactured by 
the company. The folder is copiously illustrated, and will 
be forwarded on request. Simplicity of equipment, effici- 
ency of operation, ease of access and durability are fea- 
tures claimed for the Dean Company’s Express switch- 
board, and to which special attention is called. 





THE PUBLISHERS OF ELECTROCRAFT have issued a descrip- 
tive and illustrated list of electrical fittings and appliances 
which have been approved by the Underwriters’ National 
Electrical Association. Its sponsors claim that the list is 
a reliable guide in the selection of approved fittings, and 
will add to the work the new devices hereafter indorsed 
by the Underwriters’ Association in the next issue. The 
purpose of the list is to promote efficiency in electrical work 
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in both method and material. The work gives the date of 
approval, description of the fitting or appliance and a cut 
of the same. 


THE Maine Hus & MANUFACTURING Company, West 
Seboois, Me., is sending out interesting information rela- 
tive to its winter-cut black birch insulator pins and brack- 
ets which will be forwarded on application. Accompanying 
the circular is a letter giving the results of tests of birch 
insulator pins made by R. Burnham, professor of experi- 
mental engineering, Armour Institute of Technology. 


RECENT CIRCULAR MATTER issued by Frank B. Cook, 246 
West Lake street, Chicago, urges the importance of using 
Cook’s subscriber’s station protectors which are approved 
by the Underwriters’ National Electric Association. <A 
statement defining “contributory negligence’ and ‘“reason- 
able care,” according to court decisions, is included. This 
information and a folder describing Cook’s self-welding 
wire joint will be forwarded on request. 


THE COMMERCIAL ELEcTRICAL SuppLy Company, St. 
Louis, announce the sale of a number of Vote-Berger tele- 
phones to the Western Union Telegraph Company to replace 
Bell instruments, which have been in use on its lines between 
St. Louis and Kansas City. The transfer was made only 
after the Western Union engineers had made a test of the 
instruments. The Commercial company has issued _ its 
monthly price list of wires and cables, which is ready for 
distribution. 





THE PEIRCE SPECIALTY CoMPANY, of Elkhart, Ind., and 
Chicago, Ill., has a new catalogue ready for distribution to 
the telephone trade. 

A new article which the Peirce Specialty Company re- 
cently brought out, and which for that reason secured but 
a brief mention in the new catalogue just as it was going 
to press, is a channel steel back brace which bolts through 
both arms with through bolts and which, on account of the 
construction of the channel iron, will not break nor bend 
so as to throw the arms out of alignment. 

Tue INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE Mec. Co., Chicago, re- 
ports a constantly increasing demand for its line of appara- 
tus and is greatly increasing its factory output, to meet the 
requirements of its customers. Among the recent contracts 
is an order for an additional section of 360 lines to the 
4,800-line capacity 1,200-line equipped central energy multi- 
ple switchboard installed at Meridian, Miss., last year, and 
an additonal section of 320 lines to the 2,400-line. capacity 
1.500-line equipped convertible magneto multivle system 
furnished the Compania Telephonica Do Estado De Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, several years ago, as well as a large number 
of self-restoring drop magneto exchange and toll line equip- 
ments. 








TOOLS FOR TELEPHONE PURPOSES. 

Mr. Gordon D. Wilson. who for some years past has 
been connected with the Western Electric Company, more 
recently in the capacity of purchasing agent of the new 
Hawthorne plant at Chicago, is now associated with the 
Machinist Supply Company, 16-18 South Canal street, Chi- 
cago, and will look after that concern’s telephone trade in 
the future. 

Mr. Wilson has enjoyed a wide experience in the tele- 
phone field, both as regards shop practice as well as the 
purchasing and sales departments, and is thoroughly fa- 
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miliar with telephone requirements., He will give the tele- 
phone trade his close personal attention, and hopes to hear 
from all manufacturers, supply dealers, contractors, engi- 
neers and operating companies, which are in need of tools 
and construction supplies. 


LiINDSLEY BROS?! CHICAGO OFFICE. 

Lindsley Bros., pole dealers of Spokane, Wash., announce 
the opening of an eastern office at 1609 Marquette Bldg., 
Chicago. This action 
is taken on account 
of the firm’s exten- 
sive operations 
throughout the cen- 


tral states for some 
years past and_ be- 
cause this year the 
firm has been ex- 


tremely fortunate in 
securing one of the 


largest and _ finest 
stocks in its entire 
history. In addition 
to this the firm has 


recently purchased 
large tracts of its own 
timber, which insures 
a continuance of this 
excellent pole supply 
indefinitely. 

Mr. G. L. Lindsley, 
vice-president of the 
company, who will be in charge of the Chicago office, has 
heen for some years past one of the best known pole dealers 
catering to the telephone trade. He also was one of the 
earliest pioneer dealers in western poles, having shipped poles 
from that territory as early as 1898 to various telephone 
companies in the Central States, among them being the 
company at Elyria. 





G. L. Lindsley. 


DETROIT INSULATED WIRE COMPANY. 

One of the vigorous new enterprises that has entered the 
electrical field under favorable conditions is the Detroit In- 
sulated Wire Company. This company, with energy char- 
acteristic of its organizers, has this season built and 
equipped a thoroughly modern plant for the manufacture 
of rubber covered wire. The active management of. the 
company’s business is in the hands of men long and favor- 
ibly known in electrical circles. 

Mr. J. Hi. Hunter, formerly of the National Cable & Wire 
Company, is vice-president, and is in charge of the manu- 
facturing operations of the concern. Mr. Hunter 1s a na- 
tive of Pittsburg, and his early technical training was ac- 
quired at the Western University 
of Pennsylvania. While there much 
of his attention was directed to 
electro-chemical problems, particu- 
larly those bearing on the manipu- 
lation of organic substance. Mr. 
llunter’s first active connection 
with the electrical business was as 
electrical engineer for the Alle- 
gheny County Light Company of 
Pittsburg, Pa., with which he was 
associated for seven years. Later 
he formed a partnership with Pro- 
fessor Koch, of the department of 
chemistry at the Western Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania for the manu- 
facture of certain chemical specialties. [lis interest in 
this firm still continues. Mr. Tlunter was instrumental 
in securing a franchise in’ Pittsburg and Allegheny 
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for the FP. & A. Telephone Company. His connec- 
tion with this company as engineer of ways covered the pe- 
riod of construction and equipment during which time he 
had exceptionally good facilities for studying every detail 
connected with the design and maintenance of large tele- 
phcne installations, and became particularly absorbed in the 
study of problems incident to the use and maintenance of 
their distributing systems. In due course of time Mr. Hun- 
ter purchased an interest in and was elected vice-president 
of the National Cable & Wire Company, which under his 
management manufactured rubber covered and weather- 
proof wires and lead covered cables with insulation of paper 
and other substances for electric lighting, power and tele- 
phone purposes. 

Mr. Arthur Hartwell, formerly sales manager of the 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Company, is sec- 
retary and treasurer of the Detroit Insulated Wire Com- 
pany, and in active charge of the general management of 
the enterprise. Mr. Hartwell is a 
graduate in mechanical engineer- 
ing of the Ohio State University 
of Columbus, Ohio. Soon after 
leaving college he entered the em- 
ploy of the Westinghouse company 
with which he was associated for 
upwards of fifteen years. While in 
the employ of this concern Mr. 
Hartwell was at one time or an- 
other associated with every depart- 
ment of its manufacturing opera- 
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tions except the drawing room. 
In 1&9 90 he had much to 
do with .the design and_ in- 
Arthur Hartwell. stallation of the _ first long- 


(listance transmission plants put into commercial use in this 
country. These plants are at Portland, Oregon, and Telluride, 
Colorado. In 1895 he was appointed manager of the Pittsburg 
sales office of the Westinghouse company, and had charge 
of branch cffices at Cleveland and Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
Buffalo, N. Y. In 1899 he was appointed to a similar posi- 
tion in charge of the Chicago office with branches at Minne- 
apolis, Detroit and Omaha. Under his administration these 
branch offices, with the exception of Omaha, grew to the 
point that each was made independent of the parent office 
with a manager of its own. In 1901 he was promoted to 
be the head of the sales departrnent with the title of sales 
manager. During his administration the sales organization 
was reorganized into the present divisions of the depart- 
ment—railway and light, detail and supply, and industrial 
and power—each division with a separate manager as an 
active assistant to the sales manager. In 1904 Mr. Hart- 
well acquired an interest in the Sterling Varnish Company 
of Pittsburg, of which he became a director as well as gen- 
eral manager. He brought this company’s business up to 
the point where new records in sales and net profits were 
made at which time he sold his interests and resigned with 
the intention of re-entering more actively the electrical fieid. 
As a salesman and a sales manager he has always held the 
theory that the jobbers of electrical supplies perform as 
important and indispensable function for the manufacturer 
and that as purchasers for resale they are entitled to a lib- 
eral margin of profit and protection. Those acquainted 
with the conditicns of the electrical business will recall the 
difficulty with which this principle was established. 

The Detroit Insulated Wire Company’s new factory is 
equipped with the most approved and carefully selected de- 
vices for the manufacture of rubber covered wire that have 
been developed. Those departments of the factory in which 
insulation is applied to small sizes of conductors are com- 
pleted and in cperation. The other departments are being 
put in operation as rapidly as the present congested condi- 
ticns among manufacturers will permit. 
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“KIRK” AND HIS BLOTTER. 

Mr. E. F. Kirkpatrick, sales manager of the McRoy Clay 
Works, Chicago, some years ago, in an unguarded moment 
issued a blotter. It was innocent looking as most blotters 
are, and would have been forgotten long before this had he 
not printed some jingling verses thereon. The effect was 
that “Kirk”? was flooded with letters from all parts ot the 
country asking if the blotters were to be continued, and if 
so, requesting to be put on the McRovy mailing list. So 
the blotters have been issued from month to month until 








E. F. Fitzpatrick at His Desk. 


to-day they are sent to all parts of the civilized world. and 
anyone who is fortunate enough to be on “Kirk’s” list looks 
forward to the monthly appearance of the blotter. The 
verses and poemis selected by “Kirk” are all good, some ot 
them he is suspected of writing himself, but being a mod- 
est man, no name appears, so there is no way of convicting 
him. Like his blotter, Mr. Kirkpatrick is known over the 
length and breadth of the land, and everyone calls him 
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“Kirk.” Everyone knows him, and no convention or gath- 

ering in the electrical field would be complete without the 

smiling features of the man who has made the McRoy con- 

duit famous. 





A NEW JUNCTION BOX. 

Frank B. Cook is putting out a new junction box—new. 
that is, in the method of manufacture. Mr. Cook says this 
new junction box is better in every way than the types made 
heretofore. In the first place, it is made of sheet steel, 
heavily galvanized, this construction making it very much 
lighter than the old painted cast-iron boxes. The difference 
in weight is so great that it will effect a material saving in 
freight. It also makes it much easier to handle on the pole. 

Cook’s junction box furnishes a most economical and 
simple means for installing and splicing main leads of cable 
and extending branches of smaller cable to other distribut- 
ing points. It renders sleeve splicing or wiped joints un- 
necessary. It makes cable testing a very simple matter, as 


the box can be opened more easily than can a cable joint. 
It is absolutely moisture-proof, and has a sliding galvanized 
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sheet-metal cover which furnishes added protection. The 
junction box is equipped with self-soldering nozzles, and 
is made, as noted above, of galvanized sheet steel, a rub- 
ber gasket rendering the joint between the cover and the 
box, moisture-proof, 

The box is galvanized after being formed up, so that the 
galvanizing will fill all the joints and make the box air- 
tight. In order to make sure that the joint is moisture- 
proof, the junction box is subjected to an air pressure test 
before leaving the factory. The bottom of the box is about 
two inches deep, so that parafine or a compound may be 
poured into that depth, after the cable has been brought in 
and spliced. This is an additional protection to the cable 
against moisture. 

The Cook junction box can be furnished. separate, or 
combined with terminal, if desired. One new and original 
feature of the Cook junction box is that it may be installed 
alone originally and the terminal can then be added at any 
future time. 

All Cook junction boxes are equipped with self-solder- 
ing nozzles. Self-soldering nozzles are a great convenience 
and are really very economical as they save the services of 
an expert cable splicer or of a plumber to make wiped 
joints. All that is necessary is to scrape the lead cable 
sheath bright and clean before inserting it in the nozzle. 
To solder the cable to the nozzle, a blow torch is applied 
to the outside of the nozzle, first wrapping tape or paper 
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Cook Junction Box. 


around the bottom of the nozzle to prevent the solder from 
running out. The necessary amount of solder and flux 
is inside of each self-soldering nozzle. 





SWEDISH-AMERICAN’S NEW BRANCH AT SIOUX 
FALLS, S. D. 

Beginning February 1 the Swedish-American Telephone 
Company will make shipments from its new warehouse and 
salesroom, 300-302-304 North Phillips avenue, Sioux I[‘alls; 
S. D., an illustration of which is given herewith. A com- 
plete line of telephones and equipment as well as a full stock 
of telephone supplies, such as wire, insulators, cross arms, 
brackets, etc., will be carried by the company at this point, 
and shipments will be made the same day orders are re- 
ceived. Sioux Falls is an exceptionally favorable point. for 
western and northwestern distribution. The follow'ng rail- 
roads enter that citv, affording excellent shipping facil'ties, 
and insuring prompt delivery and a considerable saving in 
freight charges: Chicago & Northwestern, Illinois Central, 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, Chicago & Great Western, 
Rock Island and Wisconsin Central. 

The Swedish-American Company has access to switch 
track which was put in for use of the building, and all delay 
subject to teaming and poor shipping facilities will be en- 
tirely eliminated. Independents -in territory tributary to 
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Sioux [alls will be much benefited by this new warehouse, 
not only in saving of time, but in saving of freight charges 
as well, and they will doubtless show their appreciation of it 
in a most substantial manner. The establishment of this 
new branch, together with branch salesroom and warehouse 
at Kansas City, places the company in a position to care 
for the wants and requirements of western Independents 
with promptness and dispatch. 

Mr. C. L. Ward, formerly of the Fargo, N. D., office, will 
be in charge of the new Sioux Falls branch. Mr. Ward is 
a thorough telephone man with a keen insight as to tele- 
phone requirements, and has many telephone friends 
throughout the northwest. The Swedish-American Tele- 
phone Company has shown itself to be one of the most 
enterprising telephone manufacturing concerns in the busi- 
ness and its enterprise and good business judgment in es- 
tablishing branches in the two western cities above men- 
tioned, will be substantially appreciated by telephone buyers 
in this territory. 

The company was one of the principal telephone exhibitors 
at the Electrical Show. Its display was an attractive one, 
and consisted of a line of the well known products. The 
company was located in the same space occupied during the 
1906 show, and many Independent telephone men visiting 
the exposition made their headquarters with the company, 














New Swedish-American Branch at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 


where they were cordially welcomed and made to feel at 
home. 





FRANK L. MIDDLETON. 
Mr. Frank L. Middleton, who has recently accepted a po- 
with the Automatic Electric Company, as assistant 
sales manager, is one of the pion- 
eers in telephone work. Some 
twenty-three years ago, then a very 
young man, Mr. Middleton was em- 
ployed as night operator and later 
as inspector by the Central Union 
Telephone Company at Elkhart, 
Indiana. He worked his way up 
to the-management of the Elkhart 
exchange, and had the distinction 
of being the voungest manager in 
the employ of that company. He 
remained with the Central Union 
for about eight years, and after a 
period devoted to other work re- 
turned to the telephone field as the 
organizer of the Elkhart Telephone 
Company, one of the first Independent exchanges in the 
country. He later assumed the management of the Mer- 
chants’ Mutual Telephone Company of Michigan City, Indi- 
ana, afterwards assisting in the construction of a modern 
Independent exchange at Waco, Texas. After leaving 
Waco Mr. Middleton became asociated with the Strom- 
berg-Carlson Telephone Manufacturing Company, remain- 
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ing three years. He then accepted a position as manager 
of the sales department of the International Telephone 
Manufacturing Company, leaving this last company to ac- 
cept his present position. 

Mr. Middleton has many friends in the telephone field, 
and his wide experience should make him an invaluable ac- 
quisition to the Automatic staff. 





WESCO’S NEW FACTORY. 

The announcement of the new factory building of the 
Wesco Supply Company, St. Louis, Mo., and Fort Worth, 
Texas, shows the enterprise which has characterized this 
wide-awake electrical supply house ever since its incep- 
tion, 

It has always occupied a foremost position among the 
electrical supply jobbers and dealers, and in recent years 
has been venturing upon the manufacturing field in no small 
degree. Among the articles of recognized merit manufac- 
tured especially for this company, and which have found a 
ready and extensive sale, are the Wesco desk and ceiling 
fans, Wesco tape, Wesco soldering specialties, the ‘red 
shield” and Wesco dry batteries and Hercules pliers. 

A few years ago the company began assembling its own 
telephones in order to insure perfect uniformity in telephone 
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New Factory Wesco Supply Company, St. Louis. Missouri. 


instruments, and has since added the latest machinery tools 
and dies for the manufacture of its own specially designed 
parts. The strict adherence to the policy of quality first in 
the production of Wesco telephones has resulted in such 
rapid growth in the demand for the product that it has 
become necessary to provide larger quarters and better fa- 
cilities to meet this demand. A large five-story brick build- 
ing at the corner of Eighth street and Clark avenue, St. 
Louis, was therefore recently secured and has been equipped 
throughout with the very best and latest machinery for the 
manufacture of a complete line of telephone instruments 
and telephone accessories, and is now in full operation. In 
addition, a portion of the factory is being equipped for the 
manufacture of knife switches, panel boards, cut-out cabi- 
nets and switchboards. Other electrical specialties will be 
brought out from time to time. The company announces 
that everything produced in its factory will bear the stamp 
of quality and efficiency, and will be worthy of the Wesco 
name and trade-mark. 





AMERICAN CLOCK COMPANY. 


Among the exhibits at the electrical show which were of 
special interest was that of the American Clock Company, 
demonstrating the practical use of its automatic self-wind- 
ing electric clocks, as synchronized over telephone wires. 

A technical description with a diagram of this system 
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appears in another part of this publication, and those who 
saw the demonstration and noted the method of synchroniz- 
ing clocks over telephone wires could not but conclude that 
a new field had opened up in the world of telephony. 

The American Clock Company’s booth, which presented 
a complete line of electric wall and mantel clocks, time 
stamps and time systems, was in charge of the officers of 
the company. 





THE SCOTT C. CUTTER SPECIALTIES. 
Scott C. Cutter, a practical telephone man of Oswego, 
Ill., has developed several devices which will appeal to 
everyone interested in efficient and economical telephone 

















Cutter Glass Tree Insulator. 


construction work. Mr. Cutter’s glass tree insulator has 
been upon the market for over a year now and has passed 
every test successfully. Mr. Cutter’s insulator is designed 
to fill the demand for a tree insulator that can be easily ap- 
plied to any limb or trunk of tree, giving complete insula- 
tion of wires, as well as free motion of limbs, and imposing 
no strain upon the wires. It is claimed that this insulator, 
when judiciously applied, thoroughly demonstrates the pos- 
sibility of the use of bare wire in constructing through 
trees, eliminating the expense of insulated wire entire. 
The Scott C. Cutter Universal test clamp is made to hold 
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Cutter Universal Test Clamp. 


any size of wire firmly and with even pressure, but without 
cutting or mashing. It is easily adjusted without remov- 
ing one’s gloves and has other features which commend it 
to careful purchasers. 

Samples, prices and descriptive matter relating to these 
two specialties may be had of Scott C. Cutter, Oswego, III. 





A NEW, TELEPHONE DRY BATTERY. 

The Stackpole Battery Company of St. Mary’s, Pa., has 
recently brought out a cell built solely for telephone work. 
It is styled the “Hello, No. 6,” and is guaranteed to have 
the staying powers as well as the necessary energy. The 
Stackpole Battery Company claims to have the largest and 
best equipped factory of its kind in the world. From the 
beginning it has devoted the entire force of its organiza- 
tion and equipment to the problem of improving battery 
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quality and keeping within the market price. It feels that 
it is now fully prepared for the public’s decision, and trusts 
that it will be given the opportunity of demonstrating its 
claims by at least a trial order. 





NEW INTERNATIONAL SALES MANAGER. 

The International Telephone Manufacturing Company, 
Chicago, has secured the services of Mr. F. E. Freers as 
sales manager. Mr. Freers has 
had a wide experience in telephone 
work covering a period of some 
seventeen years and brings to his 
present position the valuable know!- 
edge acquired in the construction, 
operating and manufacturing field. 
His first telephone experience was 
installing switchboards for the Cen- 
tral Union Telephone Company in 
Indiana, after which he accepted 
the position of superintendent of 
construction with the Pittsburg and 
Allegheny Telephone Company, 
leaving this position to engage in 
the manufacturing end of the busi- 
ness at Butler, Pennsylvania. Of 
late years he has held positions with some of the large 
manufacturing concerns in the telephone field and has a 
wide acquaintance among exchange managers. . 





F. E. 


Freers. 





THE COAR SAFETY SEAT. 
One of the attractive new devices offered to the telephone 
trade this season is the Coar safety seat. This article was 
designed by a practical telephone engineer and operator, and 








the company manufacturing it is composed of telephone 
men. Among the claims made for this device are the fol- 
lowing: 

A combination seat, safe as a cradle. 

Rigid and permanently constructed of mild steel. 

Lowest initial cost with no maintenance. 

Applied to a pole with four bolts, two of which serve as 
foot rests. 

Can be used as a seat or as a substitute for a lineman’s 
safety belt. 
Sightly—the seat folding up like a jack knife. 
Workmen climb through instead of over it, lessening time 
and danger. 
Roomy and comfortable; no caught or loosened belt tools. 
ree from accumulation of snow or sleet. 
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IXspecially applicable in systems of cable distribution. 

The Coar Safety Seat is manufactured by the Telephone 
Appliance Company, of Minneapolis, Minn., which states 
that it can quote attractive prices on trial orders for this 
seat complete with the necessary bolts for fastening the 
same to the pole. 





‘NEW BINDING POST. 

A new binding post that is attracting a great deal of at- 
tention is being manufactured by the Rolfe Electric Com- 
pany of Rochester, N. Y. 

It requires no instrument of any kind to 
make the connection, only the pressure of a 
thumb or finger. The constant pressure ot 
the spring insures a perfect contact at all 
times. 

The binding post is the one used in the 
approved Rolfe fuse box No. 2, and, the company claims, 
is only one of many points which mark the superiority of 
this protector. 

The National Board of Fire Underwriters has listed this 
box as approved protection, and the users of it are secure 
from all liability arising from the introduction of currents 
of high potential on their lines. 

A full description of this protector may be obtained by 
addressing the Rolfe Electric Company, Rochester, N. Y. 

AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The Automatic Electric Company, Chicago, has issued 
the following statement reviewing the business of the year 
1906 and prospects for the coming year: 

“The Automatic Electric Company has enjoyed the busi- 
est and most prosperous year of its existence. At present 
there are nearly $7,000,000 worth of orders on hand to be 
filled. These include some large plants, Denver, Omaha, 
San Francisco and Chicago being among the number. So 
enormous has been the growth of the business that the fac- 
tory has been more than doubled in size and trebled in 
capacity. This enlargement enables the company to cope 
with the constantly increasing demands for automatic 
equipment. 

“There is no doubt that the automatic telephone system 
has ‘arrived.’ The public is awake to the merits of the 
system, the operating companies are fast becoming aroused 
to the necessity of adopting it if they are to supply the 
public demand for first-class telephone service at reason- 
able rates, and at the same time make their plant a paying 
one, and the investing public is learning that the securities 
of the telephone companies operating automatic equipment 
are valuable, stable and profitable. During the past year 
the company issued and sold the last $1,000,000 of its $5,- 
000,000 capital stock, to provide additional working capital 
for its increased business. j 

“Perhaps the most important contract which the com- 
pany will handle this coming vear will be for the 100,000 
line exchange to be built in Chicago by the Independent 
Telephone Company of Chicago, a $10,000,000 corporation, 
which has been formed by some of the leading financiers 
in the Independent movement. This company has taken 
over the telephone rights of the Illinois Tunnel Company, 
the growth of whose automatic plant. serving the loop dis- 
trict only, has heen retarded by reason of the fact that 
the latter company has devoted its entire capital and en- 
ergv to the completion and perfection of its tunnel svstem 
for freight and mail service. The new Independent Tele- 
phone Company for Chicago is an assure fact, and within 
a few vears the citv will be equipped for automatic tele- 
phone service as fully and much more efficiently than it is 
at present by the manual service. 

“Tn line with the new Indenendent company’s advent into 
Chicago are the arrangements for the entrance of the In- 
dependent toll lines. The South Bend Home Telephone 
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Company of South Bend, Indiana, has been purchased by a 
company of Independents, who will make that city the 
clearing point for the Independent toll line business of that 
half of the United States lying east of that meridian of 
longitude. Similar arrangements will be made for the 
western and northern territory, and the completion of the 
work laid out will mark a great advance in the Independent 
movement, both local and long distance. 

“The greatest development of the automatic business the 
past year has been on the Pacific Coast, where the system 
has been adopted by practically every city of importance 
from San Diego, at the southern end of California, to Bel- 
lingham, Washington, on Puget Sound, and a stone’s throw 
from the Canadian boundary. Contracts have been made 
during the past. vear for automatic plants at San Fran- 
cisco and Oakland in California (as well as large additions 
to the Los Angeles automatic system), at Portland, Ore- 
gon, and at Spokane, Tacoma, Bellingham and Walla 
Walla, Washington.” 





ONE OF DULUTH’S SUCCESSFUL HUSTLERS. 

The city of Duluth is noted for its many enterprising and 
popular citizens, but amongst them all none is better liked 
nor is a more genial hustler 
than “Tom” Bradley, secre- 
tary and general manager of 
the Duluth Log Company. 
The Northwestern Cedar- 
men’s Association will long 
remember the pleasant meet- 
ing held in Mr. Bradley's 
town January 8, 1907, and 
the active part which that 
clever gentleman took in 
making it a success. The 
arrangements were splendid- 
ly managed throughout and 
concluded with a_ banquet 
which will linger in the 
memories of all its guests 
as a most delightful event. 
The selection of the city of 
Duluth as the meeting place 
of the 1907 convention of 


the Northwestern Cedar- 
men’s Association was due 
to the statement by Mr. 





Bradley that his home city 
was the greatest in the 
Northwest, and that the entertainment would be all the 
members could wish for, and as usual with him he made 
good, 


“Tom’’ p.radley. 





CHANGE IN MONARCH ELECTRIC & WIRE COM- 
PANY. 

It is announced that taking effect January 1, 1907, Mr. S. 
Mankowitz is no longer connected with the Monarch Elec- 
tric & Wire Company in any capacity. The company is now 
under the personal supervision of the following officers: 
President, Louis A. Schwab; vice-president and secretary, 
Henry Schwab; treasurer, N. Deutsch, all of whom have 
been connected with the company for many years. They 
have surrounded themselves with very competent assist- 
ants which enables the company to take care of its con- 
stantly growing business’ better than ever before. Its 
chief aim will be to continue the policy ot orders shipped 
the same day as received, which has been one of the im- 
portant factors in its success. Through the medium of 
TELEPHONY the firm wishes to thank the telephone trade for 
its patronage in the past and express the hope of meriting 
its continuance. 














PROGRESS OF THE MONTH 


Compiled by H. A. Downey 





NEMABA, Nebr.—The Farmers’ & Merchants Mutual Telephone 
Company has been incorporated. 


McDonaLp, Kan.—Articles of incorporation have been filed for 
the McDonald Telephone Company. 


_ Ctevetanp, O.—The Cleveland Switchboard Company has been 
incorporated with a capital stock of $25,000. 


Quincy, Ill—The Northeast Quincy Telephone Company has 
been incorporated with a capital stock of $4,000. 


Patmyra, Ind.—The Farmers’ Metropolitan Telephone Company 
has been incorporated with a capital stock of $500. 


WILLow Pont, N. Y.—The Willow Point Telephone Company 
has been incorporated, with a capital stock of $500. 


Tutsa, I. T.—The Irving County Telephone Company has been 
organized in Tulsa to compete with the Pioneer Telephone Com- 
pany. 

Metz, Iowa.—A_new telephone company has been organized at 


this place and will build lines over the northern part of Vernon 
county. 


SHERWOOD, Ore——The Sherwood Mutual Telephone Company 


has been incorporated by J. P. Young, L. S. McConnell and F. 
Langer. 


_ Dtamonp, Wash.—The Diamond Telephone Company has been 
incorporated, with a capital stock of $2,000 by F. W. Ertel, W. M. 
Lee and Henry Rock. 


LansInG, Mich.—Articles of incorporation have been filed for 
the Northeastern Quincy Township Telephone Company, with a 
capital stock of $4,000. 


CocHRANTON, Pa.—The Merchants’ & Farmers’ Telephone Com- 
pany has been incorporated, with a capital stock of $25,000. y. 7. 
Spear is president of the company. 


Lowes, Ky.—The Lowes Telephone Company has been incor- 
porated with a capital stock of $1,000 by W. R. Slayton, J. R. 
Lowe, R. P. Peck and I. C. Young. 


_ Matenvara, Mex.—An Independent telephone company has been 
incorporated in this place by Benito Juarez. It is the purpose of the 
company to install a system in this city. 


Wasutucna, Wash.—The Washtucna High Line Telephone 
Company has been organized, with the following officers: President, 
E. H. Wyrick; secretary, Otis Leonard. 


LAKE Vita, Ill—The Farmers’ Telephone Company has been or- 
ganized and will construct a line from near Monaville to Lake 
Villa, where an exchange will be installed. 


WoopLanp, Wash.—The Lewis River Independent Telephone 
Company has been incorporated with a capital stock of $5,000 by R. 
D. Lawson, J. S. Fields, and J. W. Strong. 


Crestep Butte, Colo.—The Crested Butte Telephone Company 
has been incorporated with a capital stock of $10,000, by J. W. 
Rockefeller, S. G. Robinson, August Taylor. 


KARLSBURG, Wis.—The Burnett County Telephone Company has 
been incorporated with a capital stock of $1,000 by A. J. Myrland, S. 
Lundquist, P. J. Peterson and F. L. Peterson. . 

Laurel, Miss.—The question of organizing a new telephone com- 
pany is being agitated. Ex-Manager Rickey of the Cumberland 
Telephone Company is active in the movement 

OxtaHoma City, Okla.—The Canadian Valley Telephone Com- 
pany has been incorporated with a capital stock of $500 by Lewis 
Rockwood, B. F. Dougherty and R. Schunemann. 

ADDIEVILLE, Iil_—The Addieville Mutual Telephone Company has 
been incorporated with a capital stock of $735. The incorporators 
are William Grattendick, C. Thoms, John Meyers. 

CascavE Sprincs, S. D.—The Cascade Telephone Company has 
been incorporated, with a capital stock of $1,500, by A. S. Beebe, 
Henry Fruday, W. P. Hamelstrom, Fred Nunenberg. 

Oxsow, Sask., Can.—The Oxbow Telephone Company has 
been incorporated, with T. H. Gregson, secretary. The company 
contemplates constructing a telephone system at once. 

NILEs, Okla—The Niles Telephone Company has been in- 
corporated with a capital stock of $1,000. The incorporators of 
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the company are W. F. Stipp, J. E. Starbuck and J. B. Green of 
Hinton; E. E. Longfello and H. W. Nance of Niles. 


Macuias, N. Y.—The Machias Telephone and Electric Company 
has been incorporated with a capital stock of $5,000. The incor- 
porators are M. B. Field, C. King, D. H. Evans, Machias. 


PocaHnontas, Ark.—A new Independent telephone company is 
being organized in this place. It is the purpose of the organizers 
to construct telephone lines in all parts of Randolph county. 


FrankFort, Ky.—The Peters Creek Telephone Company of 
Monroe county, has been incorporated with a capital stock of $200 
by W. H. Smith, P. L. Samson and James Moore of Jeffrey. 


Pierront, O.—The Pierpont Telephone Company has been in- 
corporated with a capital stock of $10,000 by A. M. Mallory, W. 
H. Curtin, B. E. Beardsley, C. T. Appleyard and George Lillie. 


BoscopeL, Wis.—The Boscobel Telephone Company has been 
incorporated with a capital stock of $4,000. The incorporators of 
the company are Philip J. Hof, W. E. Howe, and L. H. Hayman. 


Perry, Okla—The Warren Valley Telephone Company has been 
incorporated with a capital stock of $1,000. The incorporators are 
G. D. Michael of Lucien, Fred Kukuk and W. J. Burke of Perry. 


MitwavuKeE, Wis.—The Matteson Telephone Company, Matte- 
son, Waupaca county, has been incorporated, with a capital stock 
of $6,000, by L. A. Burgess, G. G. Fergot and Noyes Matteson. 


Rocxwoop, Ill—The Ebenezer Telephone Company has been 
incorporated with a capital stock of $500. The incorporators of the 
company are Wilbur H. Morgan, Joseph M. Vickers, Lewis Henry. 


Ex Paso, Ill—The Pleasant View Telephone Company has been 
incorporated, with a capital stock of $800. The incorporators of 
the company are: A. W. Shepard, W. H. North and W. G. Stokes. 


Jerrrey, Ky.—The Peters Creek Telephone Company has been 
incorporated with a capital stock of $200. W. H. Smith, P. L. 
Samson and James Moore, of Jeffrey, are among the incorpor- 
ators. 

La Porte City, Ia.—The farmers in and around Bruce Center 
have incorporated themselves into a telephone company with a 
capital stock of $25,000, to build farmers’ lines into this city in the 
spring. 

Cuicaco, Ill—The Rigley Telephone Company has been incor- 
porated with a capital stock of $3,000. The incorporators of the 
company are as follows: H. R. Gillick, E. M. Snyder and B. 
Samuels. 

MitwavukeE, Wis.—The Independent Long Distance Telephone 
Company has been incorporated with a capital stock of $25,000. 
The incorporators are H. D. Critchfield, Richard Valentine, and C. 
J. Chapin. 

Crayton, Ill.—The Clayton Farmers’ Mutual Telephone Com- 
pany has been incorporated, with a capital stock of $800. The in- 
corporators are: Daily C. Lewis, Robert L. Bauton, William 
Meatheringham. 


Guymon, Okla—The Guymon & Hansford Telephone Company 
has been incorporated with $7,000 capital stock. The directors are 
R. B. Quinn, S. C. Tyler, D. F. Vincent, G. W. Bard, E. C. Sum- 
mers, all of Guymon. 


Maywoop, Neb—The Farmers’ Co-operative Telephone Com- 
pany has been incorporated, with a capital stock of $1,500. The fol- 
lowing officers have been elected: President, A. C. Barry; secre- 
tary, H. H. Cleveland. 


GreeNwoop, N. Y.—The Greenwood Telephone and Telegraph 
Company has been incorporated with a capital stock of $2.500 to 
operate a telephone or telegraph line. E. L. Tebbets of Auburn is 
president of the company. 


Lone Prarrie, Minn.—The Sauk Valley Telephone Company has 
been formed. The farmers in Birch Dale, Kandota and southern 
Little Sauk are back of the enterprise and A. H. Hendrickson is 
one of the prime movers. 


Patoma, Ill—The Paloma Telephone Company has been or- 
ganized in this place. It is the purpose of the company to construct 
and maintain a telephone system in Paloma and to extend lines 
to the surrounding country. 

RusHVILLE, Ill—The Rushville, Pleasant View and Browning 
Mutual Telephone Company has been incorporated with a capital 
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stock of $1,250. The incorporators are M. S. Strong, William R. 
Lawler and M. W. Greer. 

GarveN City, Kan.—The Garden City Light, Telephone & Man- 
ufacturing Company has been incorporated with a capital stock of 
$150,000 to do a general telephone business in Kansas and_ulti- 
mately in adjoining. states. 

Havana, O.—The Havana Telephone Company has been incor- 
porated with a capital stock of $5,000. 
company are G. G. Van Horn, W. E. 
Wolfram and R. T. Wolfram. 

St. Louis, Mo.—The Mill Creek Telephone Company of Wash- 
ington county has been incorporated with a capital stock of $3,000. 
The directors of the company are Marion Hungate, Robert Rexwot, 
Walter Short and Albert Batt. 

Cooperstown, N. Y.—Articles of incorporation have been fied 
with the secretary of state for the Delaware and Otsego Independ- 
ent Toll Company, a new telephone corporation, which will operate 
lines in the counties mentioned. 


Clymer, Ed. Moose, Fred 


Str. Louts, Mo.—The Gate Telephone Company of Iowa kas filed 
notice of intention to do business in Missouri; capital stock, $10,006, 
of which $5,000 is to be used in this state, with office and head- 
quarters at Kahoka, Clark county. 

Beverty, O.—The Beverly Telephone Company has been incor- 
porated with a capital stock of $5,000. ‘The incorporators of the 
company are as follows: J. A. Hart, L. A. Dixon, W. B. Hartwell, 
James Strahler and B. F. Jackson. 

GuturieE, Okla.—A territorial charter has been issued to the 
Long Distance Telephone Manufacturing Company of South Bend, 
Ind., with a capital stock of $100,000, and Charles A. Davidson of 
Oklahoma City as territorial agent. 

GuturigE, Okla.—The B. R. Electric and Telephone Manufactur- 
ing Company of Kansas City, incorporated under the laws of Mis- 
souri, with $80,000 capital stock has been granted a*charter in 
Oklahoma City as territorial agent. 

Buena Vista, Ill—The Valley Telephone Company has filed 
articles of incorporation with a capital stock of $1,000. The incor- 
porators of the company are as follows: D. F. Gates, L. E. Went- 
worth, H. H. Rood, and J. W. Boursler. 

Brewster, Minn.—The Brewster-Round Lake Telephone Com- 
pany has filed articles of incorporation with a capital stock of $20,- 
000. The incorporators are: F. R. Geyerne, C. R. West, A. L. 
Wells, of Brewster; T. Bahis, Round Lake. 

Croton, O.—The Hartford Telephone Company has been incor- 
porated with a capital stock of $10,000. The incorporators of the 
company are as follows: J. N. Potter, W. E. Hatfield, J. G. Case, 
Harry D. Willison, R. B. Stumph, Bert Wells. 

Marte City, Kan.—The Maple City Telephone Company has 
been organized and will install an exchange at this place. The 
officers of the company are as follows: President, E. D. Gilkey; 
secretary, J. F. Thomas; treasurer, J. W. Bivins. 

Cotumsia, S. C.—The Rural Telephone Company of Columbia 
has been chartered by the secretary of state, with a capital stock of 
$1,000. ‘The officers of the compzny are as follows: President, J. 
B. S. Lyles; secretary and treasurer, E. L. Craig. 

SeseKA, Minn.—The Sebeka Telephone Company has filed arti- 
cles of incorporation with the secretary of state. The company is 
capitalized at $10,000 and the incorporators are Dr. O. V. Johnson, 
F. C. Haverkost and W. R. Keewen, all of Sebeka. 

PLEASANT View, Ill—The Pleasant View Telephone Company 
has been incorporated with a capital stock of $800 for the purpose 
of operating a telephone system. The incorporators of the company 
are A. W. Shepard, W. H. North, and W. G. Stokes. 

SILVERDALE, Kan.—The Silverdale Telephone Association has 
been organized and will build a line from Silverdale to Arkansas 
City. The officers of the company are: President, C. M. Clemens; 
secretary, J. W. Campbell; treasurer, F. M. Vaughan. 

Rocers, Ark.—A farmers’ rural telephone company is_ being 
organized by the energetic farmers of this section. The territory 
embraces Rogers, Bentonville, Pea Ridge, Avoca, Brightwater and 
Garfield. Already sixty subscribers have been secured. 

Opeso_t, la.—The Eden Mutual Telephone Company has been 
incorporated with a capital stock of $5,000. It is the purpose of 
the company to install and operate a telephone system. The in- 
corporators are residents of Eden township, this county. 

Lapner, B. C., Can.—The question of organizing a mutual tele- 
phone company in competition with the British Columbia Telephone 
Company, which will co-operate with the Farmers’ Mutual Tele- 
phone Company of Lulu Isiand, is being agitated in Ladner. 

CARTHAGE, Mo.—The farmers in this vicinity have organized an 
Independent Telephone Company. The officers of the company are 
as follows: President, Leslie Smith; secretary, Benjamin Jones; 
treasurer, Peter Wakefield; superintendent, Harry Waddell. 

Hotstern, la—W. F. Hutton has organized a stock company for 
his telephone lines, to be known as the Advance Rural Telephone 
Company. He still retains the controlling interest and will manage 
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the lines. The officers of the company are: President, Anton 
Grones; vice-president, W. F. Hutton, Jr.; secretary and treasurer, 
W. F. Hutton, Sr. 

Asie, Nebr—A new telephone company to be known as tne 
Farmers’ Telephone Company has been organized in Abie. It has 
an authorized capital stock of $1,500 and the incorporators are as 
follows: J. J. Shonka, J. J. Matous, F. J. Roh, and Frank Marusak. 


Doucias, Arizi—A company is being formed with a capital 
stock of $25,000 to build a telephone line from Portal to Douglas. 
The officers of the company are as follows: President, W. C. 
Hogan; vice-president and manager, J. A. Landowski, of Doug- 
las. 

Bic Timper, Mont.—The Big Timber Telephone Company has 
been incorporated with a capital stock of $10,000. The incorporae 
tors of the company are J. S. Haley of Livingston, and J. F. As- 
bury, H. O. Kellogg, J. G. McKay and W. A. Moore of Big 
Timber. 

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind.—The Farmers’ Co-operative Telephone Com- 
pany has filed articles of incorporation with the secretary of state. 
The company has a capital stock of $10,000 and it is the purpose to 
operate in Fulton, Marshall, Miami, Wabash, Kosciusko and Whitley 
counties. 


Marte Grove, N. Y.—An Independent telephone company has 
been formed at this place with the following officers: President, 
A. H. Wilson; vice-president, M. A. Platt; secretary, C. E. Pittsley; 
treasurer, H. A. Starr; directors, A. H. Tillson, Wm. Barber and 
F. E Pittsley 


Carrico, Neb.—Articles of incorporation of the Maywood and 
Carrico Telephone Company of Hayes county have been filed with 
the secretary of state. The company has a capital stock of $1,500 
and the officers are as follows: President, D. Teeters; secretary, 
F. P. Viersen. 

OxarcHeE, Okla.—The Hoebling Telephone Company has been 
incorporated with a capital stock of $6,000. The directors of the 
company are T. F. Hausem and J. W. Thiems of Calumet, and 
John Hoebling, Mat Weivel, G. D. Lovell, H. Frederick and Char- 
ley Theims of Okarche. 

Marion, Mo.—Farmers in this vicinity have organized a tele- 
phone company with the following officers: President, Leslie 
Smith; secretary, Ben Jones; treasurer, Peter Wakefield; superin- 
tendent, Harry Waddell. A constitution and by-laws have been 
drawn up and adopted. 

SepaLta, Mo.—An Irdependent telephone company to be known 
as the Sedalia, Warsaw & Southwestern Telephone Company, has 
been organized at this place with a capital stock of $5,000. It is 
the purpose of the company to establish exchanges 2t Warsaw, 
Lincoln and Cole Camp. 

Newsurcu, N. Y.—The Newburgh Telephone Company has been 
incorporated with a capital stock of $150,000. The incorporators 
of the company are as follows: Theodore M. Brush, Irving H. 
Griswold, Frederick H. Sudro, Elyria, O.; Howard Hendrickson, 
Albany, N. Y., and others. 

Avamocorpo, N. M.—Articles of incorporation have been filed for 
the Sacramento Telephone Company, with a capital stock of $10,000, 
of which $2,000 has been paid in. The headquarters of the com- 
pany wi!l be Alamogordo and among those interested in the enter- 
prise is J. L. Lawson, of this city. 

Burtincton, W. Va.—The Burlington Telephone Company has 
been incorporated, with a capital stock of $6,000. The incorporators 
of the company are as follows: Dr. F. L. Baker of Burlington. 
L. J. Forman of Petersburg, C. D. Bowman of Moorefield, G. P 
Miller of Romney, and associates. 

CHARLESTON, W. Va.—Articles of incorporation have been filed 
for the Longdale Independent Telephone Company with a capital 
stock of $15,000. It is the purpose of the company to install a 
telephone system through the state. The incorporators of the com- 
pany are C. B. Rickard and others. 

Davis, Ill—A certificate of the incorporation of the People’s 
Mutual Telephone Company of Davis, issued by the secretary of state 
last April, has been placed on record in the recorder’s office. J. W. 
Johnson, William Arnsmeier and Fred Alberstett are the incorpo- 
rators and the capital stock is $10,000. 

New B.LoomFieL_p, Pa.—Articles of incorporation will be filed 
for the Perry County Telephone Company, with headquarters at 
New Bloomfield. It is the purpose to construct lines to Blain, New 
Germantown, Ickesburg, via Centre and Kistler, Shermansdale and 
possibly to Dellville and Grier’s Point. 

PortLaAnp, Me.—The Royal Phone and Record Manufacturing 
Company has been incorporated with a capital stock of $1,000,000 to 
manufacture and deal in talking machines. The officers of the 
company are as follows: President, C. F. Perkins; treasurer, T. H. 
Gateiy, Jr.; clerk, C. E. Perkins, Portland. 

Amity, Pa.—The different telephone lines being operated in thi: 
section have been consolidated into one concern known as tht 
Amwell Independent Telephone Company, 
this place. The company is arranging to extend its lines. 
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officers of the company are as follows: President, L. M. Van- 
Dyke; vice-president, C. L. Baker; secretary, Frank H. Condit; 
treasurer, T. M. VanDyke; directors, F. R. Baker, N. M. Ramsey, 
S. C. Luellen, Grant McCollum, and S. P. Thorp. 


SporTsyLvAN1IA, Va.—The Spottsylvania Telephone Company has 
been incorporated, with a capital stock of $10,000. The incorpora- 
tors of the company are as follows: G. W. Perry, J. P. H. Cris- 
mond, T. A. Harris, T. W. Dew, W. B. Warren, C. R. Coleman, 
W G Dillard, N. L. Mills, A. H. Crismond. 


WateERLoo, Ia—The Empire State Construction Company has 
filed articles of incorporation with a capital stock of $250,000. The 
company is authorized to construct, equip, and operate railroads by 
steam or electricity; also to equip and operate telephone and tele- 
graph lines in connection with any railroad. 


RENFREW, Pa.—The Pennsylvania Telephone Company has been 
organized with the following directors: T. G. Kennedy, W. Marks, 
L. S. Reilly, Dr. Campbell, and F. T. Niggell. W. J. Burton is 
president oi the company. It is the purpose of the company to, con- 
struct a telephone line from Renfrew to Mars. 


FRANKForT, Ky.—The Carrs Fork Telephone Company, of Knott 
county has been incorporated with a capital stock of $3,000. The 
incorporators are G. W. Kelly, Jr., James Stacey, Spencer Combs 
and Eli Hall, all of Knott county. The company proposes to con- 
struct lines in the counties of Knott, Letcher and Perry. 


Dopce City, Kan.—The Arkansas Valley Telephone Company 
has been organized, with a capital stock of $60,c00. The company 
is composed of business men in central and western Kansas. The 
company’s lines will connect towns along the Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe as far west as Garden City, with eastern points. 


OxtaAHomaA City, Okla—Articles of incorporation have been 
filed for the Edwards Telephone Company with an _ authorized 
capital stock of $300,000. The directors of the company are as 
follows: Duncan G. Smith, J. R. Keaton, and M. R. Smith of 
Oklahoma City, and J. E. Woolbright and W. T. Perkins of 
Quanah. 


Ursana, Kan.—A new telephone company has been organized in 
Centerville township for the purpose of building a rural line con- 
necting with the Urbana exchange. Among those interested in the 
project are Harry Baldwin, Leo Smith, John Swank, Mark Swank, 
Charles Wians, Frank Ticknor, Charles Holzer, Charles Stipp and 
Ed Ticknor. 

Dustin, Tex.—The Dublin Farmers’ Rural Telephone Exchange 
has been: incorporated with a capital stock of $20,000 for the pur- 
pose of operating a telephone system in Erath, Hamilton, Comanche 
and Bosque counties. The incorporators are J. C. O’Brien, R. L. 
O’Brien, M. D. Gallaghaer, J. W. Higginbotham, Q. H. Humble 
and J. Hi. Tull. 


OsceoLta, Ark.—Amendments to the articles of incorporation of 
the Tri-State Telephone Company of Osceola have been filed 
changing the name of the Tri-State Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany and increasing the capital stock of the company to $120,000. 
The company proposes to erect a telegraph line from Memphis. 
Tenn., to Osceola. 


Yampa, Colo.—At a meeting recently held in this place it was 
decided to arganize an Independent Telephone Company, to be 
known as the Routt Countv Mutual Telerhone Company. It is ex- 
pected that the new organization will take in all the mutual com- 
panies operating in the vicinity of Yampa, Huggins, Pinnacle, Dunk- 
ley, and Eddy, and possibly Hayden and Craig. 


FatrmMont, Minn.—Farmers in the vicinity cf Towa Lake have 
organized a company to be known as the Iowa Lake Telephone 
Company with the following officers: President, C. W. Watts; vice- 
president, Wm. Simpson; clerk, R. P. Livingston; treasurer, FE. J. 
Edwards; directors, P. H. Fealey and G. L. Comstock. The lines 
will start at Iowa Lake and extend to Fairmont. 


GosHEN, Ind.—Incorporation papers for the Dunlaps Mutual 
Telephone Company are being prepared. It will be on a stock 
company basis and yet have features of a mutual association. The 
new company, which assumed charge November 1, has already 
increased the number of subscribers to 175, which number is 
expected to be increased to 300 by the end of the year. 


Cooxs Mitt, Ill.—A mass meeting of the farmers residing north- 
west of this place was held recently and it was decided to build a 
mutual telephone line from this place connecting with a line from 
Arthur. A permanent crganization was effected by the election 
of the following officers: President, Clifford Clark; secretary, 
Fred Hunt; trustees, W. E. Clark. J. W. Wright and Frank EIli- 
son. 

CuENoOA, II].—At a called meeting held in Chenoa by representa- 
tives of Independent telephone companies, a new organization was 
formed, to be known as the Free Service Association and the fol- 
lowing officers were elected: President, Clinton Elder of Lexington; 
vice-president, E. Hoobler of Gridley; secretary and treasurer, Mr. 
Arnold of Colfax. Thomas Boyd of Chenoa, and Charles Monk of 


Fairbury, will act with the above officers as a committee to have 
charge of the entire business of the association. 


The companies 


who have joined the new organizations are: Prairie Hill, South 
Chenoa, Weston, Fairbury, Cooksville, Meadows, Gridley, Fifer and 
Hudson. Meetings will be held semi-annually. 

GuTurigE, Okla—The Eldorado Telephone Company of Okla- 
homa City, Tulsa, El Dorado and Quanah, Tex., has been incor- 
porated, with a capital stock of $3,000, to build and acquire tele- 
phone lines in Oklahoma and Texas. The incorporators of the com- 
pany are as follows: Duncan G. Smith, J. R. Keaton and M. R. 
Smith of Oklahoma City; J. F. Woolbright and W. T. Perkins of 
Quanah. 


NeEopEsHA, Kan.—A new country telephone line south of this 
place has just begun operation. ‘The company is known as the 
Verdigris Valley Telephone Company and has the following officers: 
President, E. G. Miller; vice-president, L. B. Hutchins; secretary, 
William Basore; treasurer, Tom Tazen; directors, C. E. Kerwin, W. 
S. Gray, and Peter Beurskin. The line is connected with the ex- 
change in this place. 


Moas, Utah—The Blue Mound Telephone and Electrical Com- 
pany, formed to do a general telephone and telegraph business in 
Utah and Colorado, has filed articles of incorporation with th« 
secretary of state with a capital stock of $10,000. *The officers of 
the company are as follows: President, D. Goudelock; vice-presi- 
dent, J. M. Cunningham; treasurer, V. P. Martin; secretary am 
manager, J. N. Corbin. 


KeEysviI_LLE, Va.—The Ontario Telephone Company has _ been 
organized to build a line from Keysville to the surrounding counties, 
with long distance connections. The officers of the company are as 
follows: President, Major J. W. Morton; vice-president, W. E. 
Hailey; secretary, treasurer, and general manager, P. H. Dodson. 
directors, C. A. Osborne, C. M. Hailey, Walter Williams, Samuel 
Bentley, and John Keeling. 

Lone E_m, Kan.—The farmers’ mutual telephone lines at Lone 
Elm recently held a meeting and three out of the five lines decided 
to incorporate, while the other two will continue to operate on the 
mutual plan, and will extend their lines to Colony. The service on 
the mutual lines has not proven satisfactory, it being found that an 
initial investment of $30,000 and no provision for maintenance 
would not give good service. 

RICHMONDVILLE, N. Y.—The Richmondville, Seward and Sharon 
Telephone Company has been incorporated to build and maintain 
lines extending from Richmondville to Hyndsville, Warnerville, 
Seward, and Sharon Springs. The capital stock of the company is 
$3,000, divided into shares of $10 each. The directors of the com- 
pany are O. R. Mann, A. D. Frazier, J. D. Holmes, and I. J. Har- 
rington, all of Richmondville. 


LexIncTON, I]l.—Representatives of a number of telephone com- 
panies operating in this vicinity recently met in this place and or- 
ganized the Central Illinois Free Service Telephone Association. 
Messrs. Chas. E. Monk, of Fairbury; Jo. Arnold of Cooksville, and 
Thomas Boyd of South Chenoa were appointed a committee to 
draft by-laws for the association. The association is formed for the 
mutual benefit of the companies concerned. 


Dover, Dela.—Articles of incorporation have been filed by the 
Diamond State Company of Jersey City. The company will carry 
on, promote and maintain telephone and telegraph lines in New 
Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania and elsewhere. ‘The capital stock 
is $5,000,000 and the incorporators are Charles Schlegle, Arthur Rob- 
ertson, J. Valentine Forster and James Ross of Jersey City, N. J., 
and W. L. Missmer of Wilmington, Dela. 


GRANTFORK, IIl—A new telephone company to be known as the 
Saline Rural Telephone Company has been organized at this place. 
It is the purpose of the company to build lines in all directions for 
a distance of from three to five miles. The following officers were 
elected: President, John Schwarz; vice-president, Jul Reinhardt; 
secretary, H. L. Bell; treasurer, J. L. Schwarz; directors, Henry 
Schrumpf, John Leef, Aug. Determan and Jul Reinhardt. 

CuecotaH, I. T.—A new telephone company to be known as the 
Canadian Telephone Company has been organized at this place and 
the following officers elected: President, R. H. Berry of Checotah; 
vice-president, S. J. Logan, Brush Hill; treasurer, Dr. George Mc- 
Guire, Checotah; manager, Golden Berry, Brush Hill; secretary, 
H. K. Shepard, Brush Hill. Lines will be built at once between 
Checotah and Brush Hill and later to many other points. 

Atspany, N. Y.—The Aero Telegraph and Telephone Company 
of New York has been chartered by the state department to build 
and maintain lines from Trenton, N. J., to New York City, to 
Montauk Point on Long Island and generally in the boroughs of 
Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx and Richmond. The 
capital stock is $50,000, consisting of shares of $100 each. ‘The 
directors of the company are L. H. Gunther of Brooklyn, J. D. 
Baker of Yonkers and E. B. Howard and B. S. Mantz of New 
York City. 

Otrawa, Ont.—Application will be made to parliament at the 
present meeting for an act incorporating the Bonaventure and! 
Gaspe Telephone Company, Limited, with power to construct, main- 
tain, acquire and operate lines of electric telephone and telegraph in 
the provinces of Quebec and New Brunswick, operate branch lines. 
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of its telephone and telegraph lines, acquire machinery and plant 
required for such works, acquire, manufacture, lease poles, cables, 
wires and conduits, establish offices and do all and everything in 
connection with the said business, and other powers. 

HarrispurGc, Pa.—The American Union Telephone Company, a 
consolidation of nearly all the Independent Telephone Companies 
in Pennsylvania, Southern New York, Maryland, Virginia and West 
Virginia was permanently organized at a recent meeting of the 
Board of Directors in Harrisburg. The officers are as follows: 
President, Ellis Orvis, of Bellefonte; vice-president, B. F. Meyers, 
of Harrisburg; secretary and treasurer, S. R. Caldwell; general soli- 
citor, Lyman D. Gilbert; assistant solicitor, C. M. Clement, Sun- 
bury; member of executive committee, George W. Reily; general 
manager, F. D. Houck. 

St. Paut, Minn.—Articles of incorporation have been filed for 
the Monson Automatic Telephone Company, with a capital stock 
of $500,000. The incorporators of the company are as follows: 
Harry Dranger, G. P. Sandberg, J. M. Anderson, L. Rosness, 
Adolph Johnson, H. E. Wolkow, all of St. Paul; and A. E. Monson 
and J. G. Allen of Minneapolis. The officers of the company are: 
President and treasurer, J. M. Anderson; vice-president, G. P. 
Sandberg; secretary, L. Rosness. The principal place of business 
will be St. Paul, although the company is at liberty to maintain 
offices and places of business in other cities throughout the state. 


CripepLe Creek, Colo.—Articles of incorporation will be filed for 
the Crescent Telephone Company with a capitalization of $5,000. 
The incorporators and directors of the company are: President, 
James D. Husted; vice-president, secretary and treasurer, Raymond 
Husted; general superintendent, Joseph G. Long. The company 
proposes to construct and operate a telephone line between Cripple 
Creek, Divide and Florissant, and eventually to reach out to points 
in Douglas, Park and Jefferson counties. The immediate object of 
the company is to give service to ranches and more especially to 
the stations of the Crescent Cattle Company in the places named. 

PaLmMyrA, Ind.—With a view to operating telephone exchanges 
in several counties in southern Indiana, the Farmers’ Metropolitan 
Telephone Company has been organized with headquarters at 
Palmyra. It is proposed to operate exchanges in Floyd, Clark, 
Washington, Harrison, Crawford, and Orange counties. The fol- 
lowing officers have been elected: President, Clarence Quibbeman ; 
secretary, James Rector; treasurer, Fred Haub; directors, A. 
Wolfe and Samuel Hendricks. A company is also being organized 
in Washington township, Harrison county, to operate local tele- 
phone lines. At a preliminary meeting the following officers were 
elected: President, Harvey Kendall; secretary, Dr. J. H. Reader; 
treasurer, A. M. Kemper. 


and the old directors were re-elected as follows: 


W. E. Phillips, G. L. Price, Neis M. Burgland, D. L. Peterson. 
E. P. Robson and W. E. Terry. 


Seymour, Ia.—At the annual meeting of the Farmers’ 
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Mr. Srertinc, Ill._—The Elkhorn Central Telephone Company 
has elected Mr. M. L. Sandige president, secretary, and treasurer. 

_ Wueetinc, W. Va.—Announcement is made that the West Vir- 
ginia Independent Telephone Association meeting will be held in 
Wheeling early in March. 

Vinton, Ia.—The Baer Creek Telephone Company has elected 
the following officers: President, John Meggers; secretary, J. M. 
McKee; treasurer, Elmer Nahloz. 

Henniker, N. H.—At the annual meeting of the Henniker Tele- 
phone Company the old board of officers was elected. The company 
was found to be in good condition. 

BLOoMINGVILLE, O.—The Bloomingville Telephone Company has 
elected the following officers: President, F. P. Schnee; manager, 
H. F. Byington; secretary, J. V. Ramsdell. 

West Hore, O.—The Citizens’ Mutual Telephone Company has 
re-elected the following officers: President, August Hoopes; secre- 
tary, Worline Winner; treasurer, Henry Andrix. 

Waterrorp, Ont.—The Norfolk County Telephone Company, 
recently organized, has elected the following directors: os 
Squire, P. G. Pearce, Waterford; H. Bartholomew. 

Corona, Cal.—The Home Telephone & Telegraph Company has 
elected the following directors: A. C. Wood, S. S. Willard, John 
P. Triolo, D. M. Browning, R. F. Billings, J. C. Gleason. 

SuLpHur Sprincs, Ind.—The Sulphur Springs Co-operative Tel- 
ephone Company has elected the following officers: President, Mark 
Modlin; secretary, Luther Shively; treasurer, Jas. Ball. 

Bryan, O.—At the annual meeting of the stockholders of the 
Bryan Telephone Company the following directors were elected 
for the ensuing year: J. A. Devore, E. B. Willett, C. S. Roe. 

Mipptetown, Ill_—The Middletown Mutual Telephone Company 
has elected the following officers: Gilbert Gunsten, H. A. Binns, 
Middletown; Wm. Behrens, Greenview; L. Deaton, Middletown. 

Katona, Ia—The Kalona Switchboard Association has re- 
elected its old officers for the coming year. The financial condition 
of the company was found to be better than at any previous time. 

GatesBurG, Ill.—The stockholders of the Galesburg Union 
Telephone Company recently held their annual meeting in this city 
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Mutual 
Telephone Company the following officers were elected: President, 
J. C. Phillips; secretary, Byron Hoscher; treasurer, Samuel Bonner. 


Guysvitte, O.—The Guysville Telephone Company has elected 
officers as follows: President, Isaac Brewer; vice-president, Lewis 
Finsterwald; secretary, A. B. Sounders; treasurer, John F. Starkey. 

YarMoutH, Ia—The Farmers’ Mutual Telephone Company has 
elected the following officers: President, Dr. Mathias; vice-presi- 
dent, Frank Smith; secretary, C. A. "Thompson ; treasurer, L. 
Koerner. 

Verona, Mo.—The Lawrence County Telephone Company has 
elected officers as follows: President, L. W. Allen; vice-presi- 
dent, R. L. Matthews; secretary, W. T. Troughton; treasurer, C. 
A. McCanse. 

READING, Mich.—At the annual meeting of the Reading Tele- 
phone Company the following directors were elected: R. 
Bailey, Kd Schultz, O. E. Quackenbush, Elmer Van Sickle, and 
William Sell. 

Lusx, Wyo.—The Rawhide Telephone Company recently held 
its annual meeting at this place and elected officers for the coming 
year. It was found that the affairs of the company were in excel- 
lent condition. 

LexincTon, Ill—At the annual meeting of the stockholders of 
the Prairie Hall Telephone Company the following were elected 
directors for a term of three years: G. C. Elder, G. W. Bishop and 
Robert Vaughn. 

Wixinson, Ind.—The Wilkinson Telephone Switchboard Com- 
pany has elected the following officers: President, Dr. A. M. Benja- 
min; vice-president, John Power; secretary, H. Welborn; treasurer, 
George W. Sourwine. 

Danvitte, Ill.—At a recent meeting of the Vermillion County 
Telephone Company the following officers were elected: President 
and general manager, J. H. Davis; secretary, G. M. McDowell; 
treasurer, L. D. Gass. 

SHERMAN, Tex.—The North Texas Telephone Company of this 
place has elected the following officers for the ensuing year: Presi- 
dent, S. W. Porter; vice-president, Dr. S. D. Donoho; secretary and 
manager, C. A. Shock. 

La GrancE, Ind.—The Northern Indiana & Southern Michigan 
Telephone, Telegraph & Cable Company has elected the following 
directors: A. J. Hostetler, C. B. Sears, M. L. Johnston, A. H. 
Ellison and H. H. Smith. 

Apaza, Ia—The Northwestern Mutual Telephone Company 
recently held its annual meeting and elected officers as follows: 
President, I. Connor; vice-president, J. Siemann; secretary, J. 
Gaffney; treasurer, J. Pulley. 

FrEETOWN, Ind.—The Freetown Telephone Company has elected 
officers as follows: President, C. R. Mann; vice-president, Calvin 
Bowman; secretary, Walter Harbaugh; treasurer, Albert DeLong; 
superintendent, H. H. Tinch. 

Dattas City, Ill—The stockholders of the County Line Tele- 
phone Company have elected the following officers: President, T. 
H. B. Walker; secretary-treasurer, Phil H. Farren; directors, O. H. 
Burr, E. F. Noland, J. G. Lung. 

Stutrcart, Ark.—The Arkansas Mutual Telephone Company 
recently held its annual meeting and elected the following officers: 
President, I. Thacker; vice-president, Robert Blohm; secretary, R. 
G. Harper; treasurer, J. C. Jackson. 

WituramMstown, Mich.—The Stockbridge-Vantown Telephone 
Company held its annual meeting at Milville recently and elected 
the following officers: President, Chas. Lowe; secretary, Chas. 
Atwood; treasurer, Harvey Haynes. _ 

Pontiac, Ill—The Pontiac Telephone Association held its an- 
nual election in this city and elected the following officers: Presi- 
dent, Oliver Buland; treasurer, Charles Quaife; trustees, Gunder 
Mitchell, B. Peterson, Charles Collins. 

Weston, Ill—The Weston Telephone System held its annual 
meeting and elected the following officers for the ensuing year: 
President, Edwin Brady; secretary and treasurer, C. E. Graves; di- 
rectors, R. P. Cooper and O. O. Dillon. 

Urica, N. Y.—The stockholders of the Utica Home Telephone 
Company have elected the following directors: E. B. Odell, H. F. 
Miller, T. H. Ferris, E. L. Barber, George R. Fuller, W. I. Taber, 
F. W. Zoller, J. C. Woodbury, C. H. Poole. 

Eau Crarre, Wis.—At a recent meeting of the Eau Claire County 
Telephone Company the following officers were elected: President, 
E. E. Tobey, Union; vice president, Walter Hobbs, Union; secre- 
tary and treasurer, C. W. Cheney, Eau Claire. 

Jounstown, Pa.—The Salix Telephone Company has changed its 


name to the Windber Telephone Company. The following officers 
have been elected: President, Charles R. Glock, Johnstown; vice 


president, H. A. Kinney, Windber ; treasurer, G. A. Smith, Wind- 
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ber; manager, R. L. Sproat, Windber; directors, C. R. Glock, C. W. 
Hoyer, M. P. Boyle, W. R. Foster, Johnstown; J. D. Shaffer, G. A. 
Smith, H. A. Kinkard, and W. L. Heisel of Windber. 

HutTsonvitte, Ill.—At a meeting of the board of directors of the 
Hutsonville Telephone Company the following officers were elected: 
President, Dr. C. D. Ryerson; vice president, Dr. C. H. Voorheis; 
secretary, A. C. Musgrave; treasurer, M. P. Rackerby. 

NortHwoop, Ia.—The directors of the Northwood Telephone 
Company have elected the following officers for the ensuing year: 
President, O. V. Eckert; vice-president, C. H. Beckett; treasurer, 
R. P. Johnson; secretary and manager, W. A. Willing. 

HicHLANpD, Mich.—The Highland Rural Telephone Company 
held its annual meeting recently and elected the following officers 
for the coming year: President, W. S. Seaver; vice-president, H. 
Gaunt; secretary, Fred Skinner; treasurer, Geo. Potts. 

Bricuton, Ill—The Brighton Mutual Telephone Conipany has 
elected the following officers: President, Charles P. Long; vice- 
president, John C. Heyer; treasurer, Dr. Ash; secretary, Nellie 
Flanagan. The company adopted a new set of by-laws. 


MippLteton, Idaho.—The Star Independent Telephone Com- 
pany has elected the following officers: President and general 
manager, J. S. Clark; secretary, L. B. Wehr; treasurer, S. S 
Foote; directors, Jacob Alchenberger and Ray Blessenger. 

Harpy, Ark.—At a recent meeting the stockholders of the Spring 
River Telephone Company declared a dividend of 10 per cent and 
elected the following officers: President, Walter Clayton; secre- 
tary and general manager, C. C. Price; treasurer, A. M. Metcalf. 

Aurora, Ill—The Rural Telephone Company has elected the 
following officers: President, E. R. Thomas; vice-president, George 
Harrison; secretary, William Halstead; treasurer, O. A. Getchell; 
directors, Robert Attridge, O. A. Getchell, and George Harrison. 

ELK Mounp, Wis.—The Elk Mound Telephone Company has 
elected the following officers: President, J. C. Smith; secretary and 
treasurer, O. J. Garton; directors, J. C. Smith, O. J. Garton, S. 
Repine, John Shannon, E. C. Mason, O. House and S. C. Langdell. 

Croton, O.—The Hartford Telephone Company, recently in- 
corporated, has elected the following officers: President, Wm. .E. 
Hatfield; vice-president, Jason Potter; secretary, H. D. Willison; 
— R. B. Stumph; directors, the above officers and J. G. 

ase. 

Rome, N. Y.—At a meeting of the stockholders and directors of 
the Wire and Telephone Company of America the following officers 
were elected: President, Oliver Shiras; vice-presidents, F. M. 
a. Jr., and S. C. Houghton; secretary and treasurer, H. T. 

'yatt. 

Mr. Cory, O.—The Farmers’ Mutual Telephone Company has 
elected the following officers: President, W. A. Williamson; vice- 
president, Scott Whistler; secretary, C. J. Folk; treasurer, A. C. 
Ewing; trustees, G. F. Steininger, Robt. Bowersox, and U. B. 
Mover. 

Inpustry, I1l—The Industry Mutual Telephone Association has 
elected the following directors: Ed Jones, F. L. Lawyer, Fred 
Rexroat, Charles R. Lownes, F. P. Updegraff, Alvin Chadderdon, 
D. H. Payne, Albert Glass, J. P. Young. It was voted to incor- 
porate. 

Harmon, IIl.—The directors of the Green River Telephone Com- 
pany have elected the following officers for the coming year: 
President, Elmer Cotton; vice-president, Wm. E. Hopklns; secre- 
tary, Benj. F. Swab; treasurer and general manager, Wm. H. 
Kugler. 

JoHNstowNn, Pa.—The Johnstown Telephone Company has re- 
elected its old board of directors, consisting of the following: 
Charles Griffith, P. F. McAneny, C. J. Mayer, H. H. Weaver, P. S. 
Fisher, John Emmerling, Dr. J. S. Lowman, W. H. Smith, J. P. 
Thomas. 

Grip_ey, Ill.—The heads of the different telephone companies of 
the northwest part of the county held a meeting at Gridley recently 
and elected the following officers: President, J. W. Kirkton; sec- 
retary, Alex Helbing; treasurer, C. M. Coyle; manager, Ward 
Hiserodt. 

HunNtock’s Creek, Pa.—The stockholders of the Farmers’ Tele- 
phone and Supply Company at its annual meeting elected the fol- 
lowing officers for the ensuing year: President, Dr. C. A. Long; 
vice-president, M. W. Brittain; secretary, R. H. Shaw; treasurer, W. 
Garrison. 

Akron, O.—The annual meeting of the stockholders of the 
Akron People’s Telephone Company was held in this city recent] 
and the following directors were re-elected: Will Christy, H. B. 
Camp, C. W. De Voe, J. R. Nutt, R. S. Iredell, William Clerkin 
and W. F. Laubach. 

Jostin, Ill—The Crescent Telephone Company has elected the 
following officers for the coming year: President, W. H. White- 


side, Joslin; vice-president, Leslie Hanna, Joslin; secretary, A. A. 
Matthews, Erie; treasurer, E. O. Hansen, Hillsdale; directors, James 
Dillon, Canoe Creek; Wm. Farber, Port Byron; Wm. 
Hampton; Wm. 


Ziegler, 


Slaymaker, Newton; Jere Pearsall, Coe; John 
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Dailey, Zuma. The stockholders decided to abandon the exchange 
system entered into with the Central Union Telephone Company, 
which went into effect a few months ago. The raise in rates by the 
latter company is said to be the reason for this step. 

PauMER, Ia.—The Pomeroy-Palmer Mutual Telephone Company 
has re-elected its old directors for the coming year. The company 
now has 150 telephones in service and some new farm lines will be 
added in the spring. The matter of improvements has been left to 
the board of directors. 

HAZELGREEN, W. Va.—The Ritchie County Telephone Company 
which has changed its name to the Progressive Telephone Company 
and has been incorporated, has elected the following directors: M. 
L. Law, H. H. Goff, P. J. Fling, J. C. Bush, L. S. Vannoy, J. W. 
Goff and T. L. Hartman. 

MonroeVvILLe, Ind.—The election of the Monroeville Home Tel- 
ephone Company resulted in the election of the following officers: 
President, S. E. Mentzer; vice-president, Joseph Clem; secretary 
and treasurer, G. E. Spake; directors, the above officers and J. E. 
Whitney and John Driver. 

Katona, Iowa.—At the regular annual meeting of the Kalona 
Mutual Telephone Company the following officers were elected: 
President, Wm. Hesselschwerdt; secretary, J. L. Shillig; treas- 
urer, Levi Troyer; directors, J. M. Bonham, Bert Britton, W. W. 
Jones and David Flexner. 

Rome, N. Y.—The Rome Home Telephone Company recently 
held its annual meeting at this place and directors were elected 
as follows for the ensuing year: John S. Wardwell, Daniel M. 
Hall, William J. Grogan, Charles H. Poole, John E. Mason, George 
R. Fuller and Frederick Zoller. 

Empen, Ill—The annual meeting of the representatives of the 
various farmers’ telephone lines centering at Emden was held 
recently and the following officers re-elected: President, Thomas 
Perry; secretary, William Zimmerman. Reports showed the differ- 
ent lines to be in good condition. 

BincHAMToN, N. Y.—The Delaware Valley Telephone Company 
has elected the following officers: President, C. B. Teed, Trout 
Creek; vice-president, E. E. Crane, Sanford; secretary, Le Roy Mc- 
Culley, Nineveh; assistant secretary, A. I. Colvington, Afton; treas- 
urer, J. W. Smith, North Sanford. 

Kennepy, N. Y.—The Chatauqua Telephone & Telegraph Com- 
pany has elected the following officers: President, G. W. Appleby; 
vice-president, secretary and treasurer, A. H. Appleby; directors, 
G. W. Appleby, A. H. Appleby, Thomas Crane, J. H. Wright, D. D. 
Dorn, A. J. Peterson and F. J. Davis. 

BrowNsvILLE, Ind.—The Brownsville Telephone Company has 
elected the following officers: President, George Job; vice-presi- 
dent, H. L. Maher; secretary and treasurer, O. C. Brown; directors, 
J. L. Maher, C. A. Brown, Geo. Ridge, Lee Keller, A. J. Bond, 
Albert Wadsworth, W. H. Hawkins. 

Burr Oak, Mich—The Southern Michigan Telephone Com- 
pany held its annual meeting at this place recently and the old 
board of directors was re-elected by unanimous vote, consisting of 
A. C. Himebaugh, Chas. A. Sturgis, R. L. Himebaugh, T. A. Hilton, 
Geo. S. Sheffield and R. C. Himebaugh. 

Meprapouis, Ia—The annual meeting of the Mediapolis Mutual 
Telephone Company was held in this city recently and the old offi- 
cers were re-elected as follows: President, Henry Breder; vice- 
president, Herman Walker; secretary, John L. Jones; treasurer, 
David J. Kelly; manager, Amos Bolick. 

NemaHa, Nebr.—The Farmers’ and Merchants’ Telephone Com- 
pany, recently incorporated with a capital stock of $25,000, has 
elected the following directors: M. W. Knapp, William Maxwell. 
John Crother, Henry Seid, Rufus Rowen, J. I. Weber, W. W. Seid, 
Earl Gilbert, J. E. Crother and others. 

Le Mars, Ia.—The Plymouth County Telephone Company has 
elected the following officers; President, A. C. Colledge; vice-presi- 
dent, F. A. Post; secretary and treasurer, O. L. Loudenslager ; 
superintendent, C. F. Lettow; directors, A. C. Colledge, F. A. Post, 
E. A. Datlon, I. S. Mahan, O. L. Loudenslager. 

Leste, Mich.—The Leslie and Onondaga Telephone Company 
held its annual meeting recently at which time officers were elected 
as follows: President, H. Baldwin; vice-president, A. De Laur; 
secretary and treasurer, Fred C. Baldwin; directors, Frank Young- 
love, Rob Lyon, A. DeLong, J. Featherly, W. B. Butler. 

Cooperstown, N. Y.—The Delaware and Otsego Independent 
Toll Company, recently incorporated with a capital stock of $15,000, 
has elected the following directors: Harvey F. Ferris, H. T. Har- 
rison and Delia D. Harrison of Utica and H. D. Arbuckle, F. A, 
Ward, L. O. Millard and Ralph P. Stoddard of Oneonto. 

BycLtanp, Minn.—The Bygland Telephone Company recently 
held its annual meeting and elected the following officers: Presi- 
dent, Andy Grundyson; vice president, Oscar Wick; secretary, 
Ludwig Olson; treasurer, George Olson; directors, Gunder Nom- 
land, T. A. Tarkelson, Asmund Asmundson, Joseph Crary. 

BurraLo Gap, S. D.—At the annual meeting of the Cheyenne 
River Telephone Company the following officers were elected: 
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President, Wood Smith; vice-president, T. B. 
Bb. Streeter; treasurer, W. M. Smith; directors, Tom Wilson, Chas. 
Peterson, Chas. Baker, Lon Ayers, Sam Garlock, A. A. Haaser. 

SPENCER, la~—The Northern Rural Telephone Company has 
elected officers as follows: President, Harry Heikens; vice-presi- 
dent, B. D. Dunning; secretary, G. W. Greaves; treasurer, L. B. 
Peeso; superintendent, E. C. Starke; directors, J. T. Goldsworthy, 
= : Anderson, J. C. Johnston, J. L. Berkholder, Fred James and 
J Joty. 


Mr. CarMeEL, IIl.—At the annual meeting of the stockholders of 
the Wabash County Mutual Telephone Association the following 
directors were elected: William Schrodt, Jacob Leibold aud John 
Hockgeiger. The lines will be put in first= class condition and it is 
probable that a new line giving connection with Keensburg will be 
built soon, 

Cuiprpewa Fats, Wis.—The Chippewa County 
pany has elected the following officers: President, Lem Richardson, 
Eagle Point; vice-president, Joseph Maloney, Bloomer; secretary 
and manager, H. V. Bartlett, Eagle Point; treasurer, Charles H. 
Liehe, Eagleton; directors, S. B. Nimmons, S. Fletcher, and A, J. 
I-dminster. 

CENTERVILLE, S. D.—The stockholders of the new Centerville 
Telephone Company have completed its organization by the election 
of the following officers: President, W. E. Ege; vice-president, A. 
J. Struble; secretary and treasurer, James Mee; directors, the 
above officers and Chas. Prinslow, W. J. Henrich, Marvid Carlson, 
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red Krause. 

_ Kansas City, Mo.—The stockholders of the Home Telephone 
Company have re-elected the following directors for the coming 
year: J. J. Heim, Hugh C. Ward, O. C. Snider, Edward George, 


J. J. Swofford, W. S. 
O.; Max Koehler, 
bert, St. Louis. 
KELLOGG, Ja.—At the annual meeting of the Kellogg Mutual Tele- 
phone Company the following officers were re-elected for the ensu- 
ing year: President, Fred Lemke; vice-president, C. T. Powers; 
treasurer, C. J. Irish; secretary, R. C. Birchard; trustees, James 
Powers, E. J. Birchard and C. E. Powers; directors, C. J. Irish and 
W. P. Coutts. 
LaporA, Ja—At a 
County Mutual 
elected for the 


Dickey, Kansas City; E. 
Henry Kochler, Jr., 


L. Barber, Wauseon, 
Lee Benoist, A. W. Lam- 


stockholders of the 
Telephone Company the following officers 
ensuing, year: President, H. M. Rathjen; vice 
president, R. A. Rosenberger; secretary, W. H. Whitehill; treas- 
urer, H. C. Gates; directors, Peter Schafbuch, Frank Grimes, and 
Dennis Sullivan. 
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RockFIELD, Ind.—The annual meeting of the Rockfield Co-opera- 
tive Telephone Company was held recently and the following offi- 
cers were elected for the ensuing year: President. John Kerlin; 
vice-president, A. L. Surface; secretary, P. W. VanGundy; general 
manager, Thomas Robinson; trustees, Samuel Clauser, C. L. Mil- 


lion and A. M. Rankin. 


Los AncetEs, Calif—The California Independent Telephone As- 
sociation recently held its regular business meeting and a banquet 
in this city. The officers of the association are as follows: Presi- 
dent F. L. Swaine, Los Angeles; vice-president, Louis Blanken- 
horn, Los Angeles; secretary, A. L. Orton, Pasadena; treasurer, 
W. L. Frew, Compton. 
_ Warren, N. H.—The Baker’s River Telephone Company held 
its annual meeting in this city and elected the following officers 
for the ensuing year: President and manager, Fred C. Gleason; 
treasurer, Chester B. Averill; clerk, George M. Williams: directors, 


Fred C. Gleason, Warren; James B. Brown, Wentworth; George 
C. Craig, Rumney; James H. Williams, Edward D. Cotton, War- 


ren. 

FRANKFORT, N. Y.—At the 
Frankfort Hill and Norwich 
were elected as follows: President, Merritt F. Joslin; vice-presi- 
dent, Pliny Lints; secretary and treasurer, A. L. Budlong. An 
agreement has been made with the officials of the Home Telephone 
Company to connect the local line with the county line at the cen- 
tral office in this village. : 

TRUMANSBURG, N. Y.—The Trumansburg Citizens’ Telephone 
Company recently organized has elected the following officers. Presi- 
dent, R. J. Hunt; vice-president, W. A. Garvey; secretary, S. E. 
Ormsbee; treasurer, L. J. Wheeler. It is the purpose of the com- 
pany to construct lines in Trumansburg, Mecklenburg, Reynolds- 
ville, Jacksonville, Searsburg and Covert. : 


ALpENA, Mich.—The annual meeting of the Alpena Mutual 
Beretit Telephone Company was held in this city recently and the 
following officers elected for the ensuing year: President, C. H. 
Reynolds; secretary, J. H. Kerr; treasurer, W. H. Johnson; direc- 
tors, W. H. Johnson, W. A. Constock, C. H. McKim, J. J. Potter, 
C. H. Reynolds, J. H. Kerr and John Monaghan. 


Harmon, Ill.—The stockholders of the new Green River Tele- 
phone Company have elected the following directors: Elmer Cotten 
and Wilber Gatchel for one year, G. F. Brooks and Wm. E. Hopkins 


annual 
Corners 


meeting of the Litchfield, 
Telephone Company officers 
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for two years, and W. H. Kugler and H. J. Durr for three years. 
Officers will be elected later. ‘The stockholders of the old company 
have executed a bill of sale to the new corporation. 


Rep Lopce, Mont.—The annual meeting of the stockholders of 
the Fishtail and Red Lodge Telephone Company was held in this 
city recently and resulted in the election of Herman Kuhl, Swan 
Youngstrom, William Dell, James M. Burnett and Jonathan Hay- 
worth as a board of directors for the coming year. The work of 
constructing the line is being pushed as rapidly as possible. 

BLooMFIELD, Ia.—The stockholders of the Citizens’ Mutual Tele- 
phone Company and the connecting lines held their annual meeting 
in this place recently and elected the following directors: N. 
Johnson, N. E. Merry, H. C. Leach, C. E. Young, S. S. Standley, 
C. C. McAvoy, J. T. Kline and L. C. Warthen. Officers will be 
elected later. Thr system has over 480 telepnones in service. 

Davis, Ill—The annual meeting of the People’s Mutual Tele- 
phone Company was recently held in this city and the old directors 
were re-elected. It was voted to charge 50 cents a month rent on 
telephones of the stockholders, to be used in wiping out the debt, 
when the rent will not be charged, and the line will then be self- 
supporting as the annual rentals will amount to over $1,200 a year. 


Mercer, Me.—The People’s Telephone Company of this place 
has elected the following officers: President, C. K. Allen; vice- 
president, A. M. Pattee; clerk, <" A. Cutting; treasurer, N. E. 


True; directors, David Tracy, J. Jones, George Gray, Alfred 
Watson; auditor, A. M. Pattee. Pn Franklin Farmers’ Co-opera- 
tive Telephone Company will probably unite with the People’s 
Telephone Company. 


Kincaip, Kans.—At the annual meeting of the Eastern Kansas 
Telephone Company the following officers were elected for the 
coming year: President, J. W. Garrison; vice-president, A. P. 
Caldwell; secretary and general manager, R. L. Fraser; treasurer 
J. M. McCaslin. The price of stock remaining unsold was increased 
from $25 to $35. The company contemplates making extensions and 
improvements during the coming season. 


LocANsport, Ind.—The directors of the New 
pany have elected the following officers for the ensuing year: Presi- 
dent, Geo. Seybold; vice-president, J. F. Digan; secretary, Walter 
Uhl; treasurer, M. A. Jordan. ‘The directors found the company 
in a more prosperous condition than in any previous year of its 
history, it is stated, with excellent connections and increasing pros- 
pects for local and long distance business 


Sweetser, Ind.—The annual meeting of the stockholders of the 
Sweetser Telephone Company was held on the 15th inst. for the 
purpose of electing new officers and discussing san for the com- 
ing year. A number of the best known citizens of Sweetser and 
vicinity are members of the company, which has been a success 
since it was first organized a few years ago. The company started 
with a small list of subscribers, but at present has nearly 400. 


Carro, Ill.—The stockholders of the Thebes and Cairo Telephone 
Company have completed its organization by the election of the fol- 
lowing officers: President, W. W. Wilbourn of Olive Branch; vice 
president, John L. Bowers of Willard; treasurer, C. E. Miller of 
Willard; secretary, John S. Norman of Thebes. Directors, B. F. 
Brown, John S. Norman, D. C. P. Spann of Thebes: C. E. Miller, 
W. S. Cavendar, John Bowers of Willard; W. W. Wilbourn, WE 
Daggett and C. O. Patier. 


GosHEN, Ind.—The stockholders of the Home Telephone Com- 
pany of Elkhart county held their annual meeting at Elkhart 
recently and elected the following officers: President, Dr. I. W. 
Short; vice-president, James A. Arthur; treasurer, H. B. Sykes; 
secretary and general manager, W. L. Shoots; directors, Dr. I. W. 
Short, H. B. Sykes, E. D. Zeisel, Wilson Roose, and J. B. Pollard, 
of Elkhart; and P. R. Judkins, W. C. Peters, Chas. W. Miller, and 
James A. Arthur, of Goshen. 
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CHELSEA, Vt.—At the annual meeting of the Orange County 
Telephone Company the following officers were elected for the ensu- 
ing year: President, G. R. Andrews of Northfield; vice-president, 
E. H. Kennedy of Chelsea; secretary and treasurer, R. H. Williams 
of Corinth; directors, R. H. Williams and Dr. E. E. Ellis of Brook- 
field, C. S. Booth of Randolph, C. N. Barber of Barre, W. C. Dan- 
iels of Woodbury, C. W. Lathrop of Williamstown, A. L. Patterson 
of Washington, and C. C. Coval of Berlin. 


Lewis, Kans.—At a meeting of the Edwards County Mutual 
Telephone Company the following officers were elected for the 
coming year: President, D. D. Thompson; vice-president, E. T. 


Fox; secretary, E. M. Johnson; treasurer, Chas. Sturdevant; di- 
rectors, E. M. Johnson, A. Gatterman, T. J. Weese, U. G. Leslie, 
Dan, White, F. Hardey, H. F. Fell, O. M Hager, J W. Bridges, 


D. D. Thompson, J. H. Norris. The financial report showed the 
company to be in a prosperous condition. 


Hanser, Ia—The Ingham Township Telephone Company held 
its annual meeting at this place recently and elected officers as 
follows: President, J. V. Blackford; vice-president, William Held; 
T. L. Wells; directors, A. ©. Wolf, N. B. 
William Anderson, A. D. Allen and W. N. Titus. 


secretary and treasurer, 


Claypool, Jr., 
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The lines of the company will connect with the Central Iowa Tele- 
phone Company at Hampton as heretofore, although an effort was 
‘made to get the company to connect with the Bell lines. 


Sioux City, Ia—The annual convention of the lowa Independ- 
ena Telephone Association will be held in this city March 12, 13 
and 14. About six hundred owners, managers and officers of In- 
dependent telephone companies in Iowa, South Dakota, Nebraska 
and Minnesota are expected to be present, and the most important 
session in the history of the association is anticipated. Invitations 
‘have been extended to the associations of South Dakota, Nebraska 
and Minnesota, and assurance of large attendance from each state 
has been received. 

Braprorp, Vt.—The second annual meeting and banquet of the 
Vermont & New Hampshire Independent Telephone Association 
was held in this city recently. The following officers were elected 
for the coming year: President, H. W. Buchanan, Barton Landing; 
vice-president, O. L. Eastman, Woodsville, N. H.; secretary and 
treasurer, G. W. Buzzell, St. Johnsbury; executive committee, H. 
‘W. Buchanan, G. W. Buzzell, O. D. Eastman, Fred G. Gleason, 
Warren, N. H.; D. L. McGuire, Albany, Vt. The association rep- 
‘resents over 30,000 subscribers in the territory. 

Botse, Idaho.—The regular annual meeting of the stockholders 
-of the Independent Long Distance Telephone Company, Ltd., was 
appointed for the 14th inst. for the purpose of electing nine direct- 
ors and voting on the following propositions: A proposition to 
increase the common stock of the company in the sum of $750,000, 
increasing the same to the par value of $1,000,000; a proposition 
to diminish the preferred stock of said corporation in the sum of 
$250,000, said proposed decrease being an entire withdrawal and 
cancellation of the preferred stock of this corporation. 


Kenesaw, Neb.—The stockholders of the Kenesaw Independent 
Telephone Company held its annual meeting at this place. A divi- 
‘dend of 8 per cent was declared on last year’s business. This com- 
pany has in the past year greatly extended its system and has built 
toll lines connecting with all the surrounding towns. Copper toll 
lines are now being built to take care of the long distance business. 
The following board of directors was elected to serve for the ensu- 
ing year: S. A. Westing, D. D. Norrin, H. R. Coplin, E. J. Latta, 
Stephen Schultz, G. W. Wolcott, W. H. Parmenter and A. S. 
Howard. 


BLuE Sprincs, Neb.—At the annual meeting of the Gage County 
Independent Telephone Company the following officers were elected 
for the coming year: President, A. R. Morris; secretary, A. R. 
Patton; treasurer, A. H. Krauss; directors, J. B. Reiff of Holmes- 
ville, S. C. Van Riper. Julius Neumann. Charles Mason, L. M. 
Swett and George Searle. The reports of the officers showed the 
company to be in splendid condition. The company has_ been 
organized five years and has over 300 telephones in service. The 
plant in this place is valued at $12,000. The election of the above 
officers is an indorsement of the action of said officials in stead- 
fastly refusing to tie up with the Nebraska Telephone Company. 

Be.trast, Me.—The Liberty & Belfast Telephone Company re- 
cently held its annual meeting and changed the name of the cor- 
poration to the Liberty & Belfast Telephone & Telegraph Company, 
increasing its capital stock from $5,000 to $7,000. The line has 
over 100 subscribers and over 100 miles of poles. The newly elected 
officers are as follows: President, J. R. Pearson, Morrell; vice- 
president, Volney Thompson, Montville; secretary, S. W. Shibles, 
Morrill; treasurer, D. F. McFarland, Montville; general superin- 
tendent, Edward Evans, Waldo; directors, M. M. Wentworth, 
Montville; A. J. Skidmore, Liberty; J. A. Colley, Waldo, and V. A. 
‘Simmons, Searsmont. 

KEARNEY, Neb.—At the meeting of the district association of 
Independent telephone companies, held in this city recently, officers 
were elected as follows: President, Dr. J. H. Lyman of Hastings; 
vice president, Fred Ashton of Grand Island; secretary and treas- 
urer, E. C. Krewson of Elm Creek. The matter of issuing a state 
directory containing names of all the Independent telephone sub- 
scribers was taken up and given favorable consideration. The 
matter had already been decided by the other districts in the state 
and the action of this meeting now makes the issue of the directory 
a certainty. It will be published shortly after New Year’s and it is 
said will contain 50,000 names. 

Stoux Fatts, S. D.—The fourth annual convention of the South 
Dakota Telephone Association, which has just closed in this city, 
was the largest in the history of the associatign. Mitchell has been 
selected as the next place of meeting. Jt was decided to change the 
name of the organization to the South Dakota Independent Tele- 
phone Association. It was decided t> make application for the 
admission of the association to membership in the national asso- 
ciation. Officers were elected for the ensuing year as follows: 
President, C. B. Kennedy, Canton; vice-president, J. A. Steninger, 
Parker; secretary-treasurer, E. R. Buck, Hudson; executive com- 
mittee, George W. Burnside, Sioux Falls; H. P. Hartwell, Irene; 
M. B. Ryan, Beresford; P. R. Crothers, Brookings. 

WaterLoo, Ia.—The annual meeting of the Corn Belt Tele- 
phone Company was held in this city recently. The reports of 
the officers indicated the most prosperous year in the history of 


Telephony 


135 


the company. The growth of the exchange and toll line business 
have kept pace with each other, and both have been entirely sat- 
isfactory to the stockholders. The company is conceded to be in 
better shape than ever before, and an even larger measure of suc- 
cess in the coming year is anticipated. James H. Shoemaker is 
gereral manager of the company. The following is the board of 
directors for the coming year: A. T. Averill, Cedar Rapids; G. E. 
Lichty, Waterloo; G. W. Dawson, Waterloo; C. E. Purdy, Inde- 
pendence; G. D. McElroy, Vinton; J. C. Brocksmit, Cedar Rap- 
ids; J. H. Shoemaker, Waterloo. 


Mosite, Ala—The Home ‘Telephone Company recently held a 
reception in honor of the completion of its new telephone system, 
which was largely attended. It is stated that the long distance serv- 
ice of the Independent Long Distance Company, with which the 
Home Company is associated, will be in operation by June 1. At the 
annual meeting of the stockholders of the company the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: President, W. C. Polk. 
Birmingham; vice-president and general manager, W. H. Bryant. 
Mobile; treasurer, J. C. Monteith, Birmingham; secretary, P. L. 
Douglass, Mobile; directors, W. C. Polk, J. C. Monteith, Pat J. 
Lyons and W. H. Bryant. The directors and officers of the com. 
pany have voted to increase the preferred stock from $20,000 to 
$150,000 and the common stock from $350,000 to $500,000. 

Sycamore, Ill.—The annu:. meeting of the stockholders of the 
DeKalb County Telephone ( >irpany was held in this city recently. 
The company’s lines cover ,ractically three-fourths of the county, 
having 2,349 telephones in service, an increase of 293 during the 
year. There has been expended during the year $12,788.99 for the 
construction of lines and the addition of new telephones. The 
total expenditure for the year, including the cost of construction 
work, dividends and current expenses has reached the large sum of 
$50,890.20, part of which was provided for by the sale of stock, 
most of which stock has been distributed among the people of 
DeKalb county. The receipts of the year from tolls and rentals 
amounted to $39,000. The company has an authorized capital stock 
of $150,000 and of this amount about $105,000 has been sold and 
paid for. : 


BELLINGHAM, Wash.—The annual meeting of the Farmers’ Mu- 
tual Telephone Company of Whatcom county was held in this city 
recently and the following officers elected for the coming year: 
President, Ed Brown of Custer; directors, Luke Norton, Blaine; 
W. L. Galbraith, Lynden; P. D. Harkness, Everson; James Bailey, 
Nooksack; J. N. Miller, Ferndale and L. G. Van Valkenburg, 
Sumas. A set of resolutions was introduced in which it was de- 
cided to fight the Sunset system to a finish, and put a Farmers’ 
telephone in every farmhouse in the county if possible. It was 
voted to borrow money on the system and place it in the very best 
condition possible, improve the service with additional lines and 
extensions and work up every bit of business that is obtainable. 
The Farmers company has 2,000 miles of wire strung in the county, 
700 telephones, served through seven switchboards, all of which 
represents a value of over $35,000. It is estimated that the work 
done in Blaine will cost $1.000. 





| ORDINANCES AND FRANCHISES 





Gretna, Neb.—The Farmers’ Telephone Company has _ been 
granted a franchise in Gretna. 

WyomIssiInc, Pa.—The City Council has granted a franchise to 
the Consolidated Telephone Company. 

PuttMAN, Wash.—The Inland Telephone Company has applied 
to the city for a twenty-year franchise. 

Camsripce, N. Y.—The Commercial Union Telephone Company 
will apply for a franchise in Cambridge. 

StromspurG, Neb.—The Polk County Telephone Association has 
asked for a franchise to enter Central City. 

Hermosa, S. D.—The Hermosa Telephone Company has been 
granted the right of way through Rapid City. 

WasHINGTON, Kans.—The Washington Mutual Telephone Com- 
pany has applied for a franchise in this place. 

CARLINVILLE, I]].—The City Council has granted the Carlinville 
Telephone Company a twenty-five year franchise. 

La Harpe, Ill.—The city council has granted the Farmers’ Tele- 
phone Company a franchise to install a system in this city. 

Bato. N. Y.—The Steuben County Telephone Company has 
made application for the right to build additional lines in Bath, 

Stoux City, Ia.—An ordinance has been passed making it nec- 
essary to place all wires in conduit in the business section of the 
city. 

East GREENWICH, R. I.—The Home Telephone Company of 
Providence has made application for a franchise in East Green- 
wich. 

Lonpon, Ont.—The Independent Long Distance Telephone Com- 
pany of Ontario, which was organized at the request of many Inde- 
pendent Ontario companies, for the purpose of giving them connec- 
tion with each other, and which is to operate in competition with 
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the Bell company has applied for a twenty-five year franchise in 
this city, It is the purpose of the company to construct lines from 
Fort Erie to Windsor and Toronto. 

GALENA, Kans.—The Galena Mutual Telephone Company has 
made application for a franchise to operate a telephone system in 
Galena. 

Mempeuis, Mich.—The common council has granted a franchise 
to F. S. Church to establish an Independent telephone system in 
this village. 

BeNTON Harsor, Mich—The city council has granted a fran- 
chise to the Lake Shore Telephone Company to put in a telephone 
system in this city. 

St. JosepH, Mich.—The Lake Shore Telephone Company, which 
recently secured a franchise in Benton Harbor, has also applied for 
a franchise in this city. 

Deep Creek, Wash.—The Deep Creek Telephone Company has 
made application for a franchise to construct telephone lines in the 
direction of Medical Lake. 

Port Hope, Ont.—G. W. Jones and W. H. Burley of Newton- 
ville have been granted a franchise here on behalf of the Rural 
Farmers’ Telephone Company. 

BeLttinGHAM, Wash.—'The trustees of the Silver Lake Telephone 
Company have applied to the commissioners for a franchise to 
build a line along the country roads. 

Weston, Ore.—The various rural telephone companies centering 
at this place have joined in a petition to the city council for a 
franchise for ten years for rights of way. 

Papition, Neb.—The Sarpy Mutual Telephone Company will 
ask the village board for a franchise in_Papilion, which wil! be 
identical with the one granted the Home Telephone Company. 

Reno, Nev.—It is stated that the Automatic Telephone Company 
of Los Angeles will make application for a franchise at Reno, in re- 
sponse to an invitation from the citizens, who are dissatisfied with 
the present service. 


Baker City, Oreg.—R. C. Robertson, of Portland, and his as- 
sociates, have applied for a twenty-year franchise with the intention 
of constructing telephone lines throughout Baker county and estab- 
lish an exchange at Baker City. 

Herrin, Ill—The Farmers’ League Telephone Association has 
applied for a franchise to build lines in Herrin. This company 
operates in all the principal towns in Union and Jackson counties, 
and a part of Johnston and Williamson counties. 

Carrincton, N. D.—The town of Carrington has granted a tele- 
phone franchise to the Haven Telephone Company, the incorporators 
consisting of a number of business men and farmers of Foster 
county, including the Carrington and Casey Land Company 

Tusa, I. T.—A telephone company, which is said to be backed 
by Don Farnsworth of Chicago, has applied for a franchise in 
Tulsa, to compete with the Pioneer Telephone Company. The cor- 
poration is capitalized at $25,000 and promises cheaper rates. 

Port Hope, Ont.—After a long controversy the Port Hope coun- 
cil has granted a telephone franchise to G. W. Jones and W. H. 
Burley, fo Newtonville, representing the Rural Farmers’ Telephone 
Association, which has lines through Clarke and Hope townships. 


WASHINGTON, Pa.—It has been announced that J. G. Splane, 
president of the Pittsburg & Allegheny Telephone Company, of 
Pittsburg, has transferred the franchise controlled by that company 
in Washington, to the State Mutual Telephone & Telegraph Com- 
pany. 

Newport, Wash.—A. C. Flandus and Manager Woodson of the 
Pend d’Oreille River Navigation Company are interested in the 
promotion of a telephone line extending from Newport to the Meta- 
line mining district. A franchise has been granted and arrange- 
ments are being made for putting in the line. 


WaAYNEsBURG, Pa.—The Greene County Telephone Company was 
recently granted an ordinance in Waynesburg and _ immediately 
started off with contracts for over seven hundred telephones. This 
ordinance was secured by the energetic efforts of T. B. Lee, man- 
ager of that company, after a long and tiresome fight. 


Drake, N. D.—A meeting was held in this city recently for the 
consideration of a telephone proposition submitted by Mr. John 
Jacobson. Mr. Jacobson presented a petition asking that a fran- 
chise be granted for the purpose of establishing and maintaining a 
telephone exchange in the village as soon as incorporated. 

CLEVELAND, N. D.—Geo. Kurtz and others have made applica- 
tion to the county board for a franchise for a local and rural tele- 
phone system. It is the purpose to install an exchange in Cleve- 
land and also give service to the farmers in the vicinity. The Cleve- 
land Telephone Company will be incorporated, with Chas. Anderson 
as manager, 

BusHNELL, IIl—At a special meeting of the city council the 
permit granting the Farmers’ Telephone Association the right to 
establish. its system in this city was rescinded. The permit was 


granted nearly two years ago, and no advantage had been taken of 
The association is composed of twelve or thirteen 


the provision. 
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companies. It is the purposg of the Farmers’ association, through 
its president and secretary, fo ask the council for another permit 
similar to the one rescinded. 


FayeETTeEvILte, N. C.—The Carolina Telephone and Telegraph 
Company has been granted a franchise in this city. The company 
contemplates the rebuilding of the local exchange and other im- 
provements to its system, which will involve the expenditure of 
between $20,000 and $30,000. George A. Holderness is president of 
the company. 

BERKELEY, Cal.—The Home Telephone Company secured a fran- 
chise in this city at the regular meeting of the Town Trustees at a 
cost of $47,000. The bidding was opened by a representative of the 
Home Telephone Company at $25,000, but a competitor in the per- 
son of Dr. Ferdinand Butterfield of Oakland, entered the field and 
raised the bid. 


New York, N. Y.—The Municipal Bureau of Franchises, act- 
ing in conjunction with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, 
has requested the Independent Atlantic Telephone Company, which 
has asked for a city franchise, to prepare and submit at once to the 
board its detailed plan for a complete city service. The working 
plan will be prepared immediately, showing proposed changes, 
location of trunk line connections, and all other matters pertaining 
to such a system. One of the first preliminary steps will be the 
installation and operation of a specimen plant at police headquar- 
ters, which is intended to show the secrecy and efficiency of the 
new system and which will be operated at the company’s expense. 


Keyser, W. Va.—The City Council has granted a franchise for 
the construction of a telephone system in this place, with lines ex- 
tending through Mineral and Grant counties. Among those inter- 
ested in the project are: C. W. Siever, H. I. Welsh, James W. 
Carskadon, S. L. Twigg, V. M. Alkire, J. W. Wagoner, O. A. Hood, 
and A. A. Welton. 

CINCINNATI, O.—It is stated that Mr. P. Fitzsimmons has 
secured a telephone franchise in Cincinnati running to 1921. He 
has already strung 100 miles of wires, installed 3,000 telephones, 
and erected trunk lines to the outskirts of the city. He now desires 
to interest persons and capital in the organization of an Independent 
telephone company and the project of bringing Independent lines 
into the city. 

Boston, Mass.—The board of aldermen at a recent meeting 
voted in favor of granting the Metropolitan Home Telephone Com- 
pany’s petition to operate in Boston. The action of the aldermen 
will be ratified in public meeting. The petition for a franchise in 
Boston is signed by many prominent business men. Now that the 
aldermen have decided to grant a franchise it is expected that imme- 
diate locations will be asked for. The securing of a central 
exchange will soon be looked for. 

Epmonton, Man.—A delegation of three from the Strathcona 
city council was recently in conference with the commissioner at 
this place, as a result of which an agreement between Edmonton and 
Strathcona for a fifteen-year telephone franchise in the south town 
was reached, and will be submitted to the councils of both towns. 
The terms of the franchise are not made public, but it is understood 
that Edmonton proposes to string a 300-line cable to Strathcona and 
connect the Strathcona service with the Edmonton board direct, 
having but one exchange. 


Detroit, Mich.—It is stated that the Citizens’ Telephone Com- 
pany of Grand Rapids has applied to the common council for a new 
franchise and proposes to install an automatic system and erect a 
new telephone exchange at a cost of $150,000. Under the present 
franchise the rates cannot be raised and the company does not feel 
it can afford to make the desired improvements nuder the current 
rates, which are fixed at a maximum of $18 for residence telephones 
and $24 for business telephones. The company does not name the 
amount of increase desired, but it recommends that a committee of 
thirty prominent citizens be appointed to fix the new rate and make 
a recommendation to the new council. 


Mexico City, Mex.—Manuel S. de Corbera and J. Sitzenstatter, 
residents of Mexico City, have secured a fifty years concession 
from the state of Vera Cruz for a network of telephone lines 
throughout the state, both for wire and wireless systems. The con- 
cession covers the wireless system in the hope that before its expira- 
tion that system may have been so perfected as to be used commer- 
cially. The concession calls for construction work to commence 
within eighteen months, but Mr. Corbera states that the work of 
laying an underground system in the city of Vera Cruz will begin 
at once. A company is being organized to take over the conces- 
sions and carry on the work. It is expected that the cities of Jalapa 
and Vera Cruz will be connected by long distance telephone before 
the close of the year. 

Hartrorp, Conn.—Following the petition of the Farmington 
Valley Telephone Company for power to establish exchanges in any 
town in the state is a petition from Lewis Sperry, counsel for the 
proposed company, Harry W. Reynolds and Robert P. Lyon for 
incorporation under the name of the Connecticut Telephone Com- 
pany, with the necessary power to construct, operate, and maintain 
a telephone system within the state. These two petitions outline the 
fight to be waged in the legislature against the monopoly now held 
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by the Southern New England Telephone Company. It is stated 
that the headquarters of the new company will be in this city and 
whatever funds may be needed to put the company in working order 
will come from within the state. The proposed company will work 
in harmony with the Farmington Valley Telephone Company. 





| UNDERGROUND CONSTRUCTION } 





PETERSBURG, W. Va.—The Petersburg Telephone Company con- 
templates the expenditure of $10,000 on its underground work in 
this city. 

Detroit, Mich—The City Council has passed an ordinance re- 
quiring all wires to be placed under ground within a mile circle 
in Detroit. 





| NEW CONSTRUCTION 





RicuMmonp, Cal.—The Independent Telephone Company of this 
place will install an entirely new system. 

Hutcuinson, Minn.—The Hutchinson Telephone Company con- 
templates the construction of additional lines. 

CLARENDEN, Tex.—The Clarenden Telephone Company recently 
incorporated, will erect an exchange building. 

Winona, Minn—The Winona Telephone Company will re- 
build its plant and put in an automatic system. 

GEORGETOWN, Ind.—The Independent Long Distance Telephone 
Company will establish an exchange in this place. 

La GrancE, N. C.—The Carolina Telephone & Telegraph Com- 
pany will install a new telephone system in this place. 

TrruMPH, Minn—The Mills County Telephone 
intends to construct a complete metallic toll line service. 

Emaus, Pa—The Consolidated Telephone Company has pur 
chased a site in this place and will install a new exchange. 


Cepar Rapips, Ia.—The Cedar Rapids & Marion Telephone Com- 
pany will rebuild the local exchange at a cost of about $40,000. 


RosEvILLE, Cal.—The Capital Telephone Company of Sacra- 
mento contemplates establishing a telephone exchange in Roseville. 


MonroE, La.—The Home Telephone Company of this place will 
change its system to metallic. Considerable cable will also be 
installed. 

Beprorp, Pa.—The Bedford County Telephone Company con- 
templates the construction of additional lines and the installation of 
a new switchboard at Fishertown. 


Great Benno, Kan.—The Great Bend Telephone Company con- 
templates the construction of a telephone line from Great Bend to 
Garden City for the purpose of handling long distance business. 


Futton, N. Y—The Oswego County Home Telephone Company, 
which is installing its system in this city, expects to construct lines 
to Hannibal, Fair Haven, Oswego, and Mexico at an early date. 


INDIAN Bottom, Ky.—The Lewis Telephone Company, recently 
organized at this place with a capital stock of $1,500, will build 
lines from Cornettsville up the Kentucky river to Whitesburg and 
from Indian Bottom to Colson. 


VerA Cruz, Vera Cruz, Mex.—The government of the state 
of Vera Cruz has made a contract for telephone lines to connect 
the cities of Jalapa, Orizaba, Vera Cruz and Cordoba. It is in- 
tended in the near future to extend the new system to various other 
points in the state. 


Bowpon, N. D.—Theodore Stramblad has in contemplation the 
construction of a telephone line, work to commence on same in the 
near future. The line will probably be built from Hurdsfield, 
reaching Chaseley, Bowdon and Wallace; also a line from Hurds 
field to Moyerville and thence to Steele. 


WinnireGc, Man., Can.—The Manitoba cabinet has called for 
tenders to construct 1,000 miles of telephone lines in the province 
following the mandate of the vote authorizing a public-owned sys- 
tem. The whole contract involves several million dollars which 
will be met through 20-year debentures. 


La Harpe, Kan.—The La Harpe Telephone Company contem- 
plates the erection of a telephone line to the country south of La 
Harpe. Heretofore the company has had very few lines to the 
country, but as the business has increased it has been found neces- 
sary to build such a line. Connection will probably be made with 
other country lines. 


Anaconna, Mont.—T. S. Lane of Butte, general manager of the 
Montana Independent Telephone Company, has closed a deal for 
the purchase of a lot where a two-story building will be erected by 
the company. Mr. Lane and H. J. Minhinnick, superintendent of 
construction, have been making preliminary arrangements for the 
construction of the lines and the installation of the exchange. It ig 
thought by early spring the system will be in operation. 


Company 
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| COMBINATIONS | 





Purpy, Mo.—The Purdy Telephone Company and the Enterprise 
Telephone Company have merged, and stock certificates will be is- 
sued by the Purdy company. 

JANSEN, Neb.—An effort is being made to merge the Jensen 
Telephone Company with the neighboring country lines into one 
organization, to be known as the Farmers’ Cooperative Telephone 
Company. 

CENTERVILLE, S. D.—A consolidation of what has been known as 
the Ege and Riverside telephone exchanges has been effected. Cen- 
terville has been selected as headquarters by those who have incor- 
porated a company for the consolidation of the two systems. ‘The 
company will be known as the Centerville Telephone Exchange 
Company, with an authorized capital stock of $50,000 and a paid up 
capital of $26,000. The incorporators of the new company are 
Frank R. Dirks, Fred Krause, W. J. Henrich, and Charles Prinslow. 

Carro, Ill—A consolidation has been agreed upon between the 
owners of the Cairo Telephone Company and the Central Home 
Telephone, the latter being the new long distance company, by 
which subscribers to the Cairo exchange will be given the use of the 
long distance service. The name of the Cairo Telephone Company 
has been changed to the Home Telephone Company. The present 
owners of the Cairo company will retain a half interest in the new 
company. Hal R. Aisthorpe is president of the company. A new 
exchange building will be erected and extensions and improvements 
will be made. 


[ EXTENSIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS 








Westey, Pa.—The Venango Telephone Company, recently in- 
corporated, will extend its lines. 

Etein, Neb—The Northern Antelope Telephone Company will 
make improvements in its system. 

_WitLow Pornt, N. Y.~The Willow Point Telephone Company 
will extend its lines to Binghamton. 

BattLe Creek, Mich.—The Citizens’ Telephone Company con- 
templates extending its system in this city. 

_ Ravenna, O.-—-The Portage County Telephone Company is plan- 
ning to install an automatic switchboard in this city. 

VaratiE, N. Y.—The Valatie Telephone Company recently in 
stalled a new switchboard and will make other improvements. 

_ SPRINGFIELD, Mo.—The Springfield Home Telephone Company 
will install considerable cable in the construction of its plant. 

DecoraAH, Ia.—The Standard Telephone Company will spend 
about $10,000 this year on improvements on the Decorah exchange. 

Maguon, Ill—The Maquon and Northeastern Telephone Com- 
pany contemplates extending its lines from Maquon to Gates City. 

Astoria, Oreg.—The Young River Telephone Company will 
extend its system. Joseph Bartoldus is president of the company. 

MonticeLLo, Ind.—The Monticello Telephone Company will in- 
stall a new switchboard, the old one having been destroyed by fire. 
_ Lacona, Ia—The Lacona Telephone Company contemplates the 
installation of a new switchboard and other improvements in its 
system. 

Norman, Okla.—The Norman Telephone Company will make 
many improvements in its system. It is estimated that $7,000 will 
be spent for cable alone. 

Fiora, Ind—F. P. Lyons, who is at the head of the company 
which recently purchased the Flora telephone system, proposes to 
make extensive improvements. 

_ Hume, Mo.—The Home Telephone Company has in contempla- 
tion the installation of a new switchboard in this place and the 
establishment of an exchange at Foster. 

_ Port ArtHur, Tex.—The Texas Telephone Company is rebuild- 
ing its exchange at this place. Many other improvements in its 
system are contemplated by the company. 

SPRINGFIELD, Minn.—The Farmers’ and Citizens’ Telephone Com- 
pany intends to install a new switchboard in this place to meet the 
demands of its rapidly increasing business. 

_Eurexa, Utah—The Utah Independent Telephone Company 
will open a new central office in this place. It is the company’s 
intention to make other extensions in the near future. 

ReveLsTokeE, B. C., Can—The Revelstoke, Trout Lake and Big 
Bend Telephone Company is planning a number of extensions to 
the surrounding towns. The company has recently made connec- 
tion with Arrowhead, B. C 

SPENCER, Ila—The Northern Rural Telephone Company contem- 
plates the construction of a new exchange at this place, also many 
improvements in its rural lines. The company now has over 1,200 
farmers’ lines in the county. 

SipnEy, O.—The Sidney Telephone Company has just received 
about 25,000 feet of cable, whcih will be installed at once. The 
steady demand for telephone service has made it necessary to 
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install this cable. The system is gfowing constantly and there are 
demands for service which cannot be furnished until the cable is 
installed. 

GARRETT, Ind.—The Garrett Telephone Company is making ar- 
rangements to improve its service by installing a new switchboard. 
The company is in a very prosperous condition and new subscribers 
are being added continually. 

ANN Arpor, Mich.—The Washtenaw Home Telephone Company 
will extend its system in various directions during the coming 
The company now operates exchanges at Ann _ Arbor, 


spring. 
Ypsilanti, and Dexter. C. B. King is general manager of the sys- 
tem. 


Roscommon, Mich.—The Northeastern Telephone Company will 
extend its lines early in the spring from Pinconning to Gladwin. 
A line will be erected from Pinconning to Crump this winter aud 
in the spring one will be built to Mt. Forest, Rhodes, Bertie, White- 
feather and Worth. 

Sanp Pornt, Idaho.—General Manager Fisher of the Interstate 
Telephone Company contemplates the expenditure of several thou- 
sand dollars in the improvement of the system. Wires will be 
placed in cables and later a new switchboard will be installed. ‘The 
company will remove to larger quarters. 

Port Byron, Ill—The Crescent Telephone Company is planning 
several improvements and additions during the present year, which 
will include the construction of a trunk line between Port Byron 
and Hillsdale. Reports at the annual meeting showed the com- 
pany to be in good financial condition. 

HASKELL, Kans.—The farmers on the mutual telephone lines 
running into Haskell find that their native pole lines must be re- 
placed at once. These lines were built about a year and a half ago 
and the poles are rapidly decaying. The question of forming a cor- 
poration and rebuilding the lines with cedar poles is being agitated. 


ALDEN, Minn.—The Alden Telephone Company is considering 
changing to a metallic system. This system, although it had a small 
beginning, has grown steadily until it is the largest independent 
telephone company in the county. The officers of the company are 
J. A. Hazle, president, and B. C. Hazle, secretary and treasurer, 
who were the originators of the system. 

Danvit_e, Ill.—The Vermilion County Telephone Company is to 
spend $35,000 more in Danville and $24,000 has already been author- 
ized. Most of the money will be spent in extensions. The lines in 
Oaklawn will be rebuilt and extended, work to begin at once. Dur- 
ing the past year the company has spent a vast amount in this city 
and has one of the re st equipped plants in the state. 

HACKETTSTOWN, J—tThe Hackettstown Telephone Company 
has applied to the Board of Freeholders of Morris county for per- 
mission to extend its lines over Schooley’s mountain between 
Hackettstown and German Valley. If successful, it is the com- 
pany’s intention to connect the Independent system of Sussex county 
with the Independent lines of Hunterdon county and the Chester 
Compary of Morris county. 

MircuetLt, N. D.—The Dakota Central Telephone Company is 
preparing to improve its service between Mitchell and Yankton by 
the addition of another copper wire through to that point. Thi 
company has just received a car load of copper wire which repre- 
sents an outlay of $12,000, and which will be used in further 
improving the lines radiating from this city. Manager Reeves 
states that he contemplates some important improvements in the 
local system during the spring and summer. 

GosueNn, Ind.—The directors of the Home Telephone Company 
have voted to install a complete central energy system in Goshen, 
tearing out the present equipment altogether. The present system 
is not rapid enough to suit the company. A committee was ap- 
pointed to ascertain the best system that could be secured and will 
report at the first monthly meeting in February. The contemplated 
improvements will cost betw een $12,000 and $15,000. The company 
has 1,780 telephones in service in Elkhart and 1,010 in Goshen. 


SANbDPOINT, Idaho.—M. A. Phelps, president of the Interstate 
Telephone Company, announces that the lines will be extended into 
the Coeur d’Alene mining district in northern Idaho. The total 
cost of this extension will amount to about $125,000. It is the pur- 
pose to reach all the mining districts and other points in Idaho, 
making 450 miles. Work will begin in the early spring. The com- 
pany has just executed a mortgage for $500,000 in favor of the 
Spokane & Eastern Trust Company of Spokane, Wash., for twenty 
years at 6 per cent. The plant at Sandpoint has been enlarged, the 
improvements consisting of a double switchboard and a number of 
cables; also a second copper circuit from Sandpoint to Laclede, 
sixteen miles; also a secord circuit from Rathdrum to Athol. 





PERSONAL MENTION | 





\ptincton, Ila.—J. H. Schnirman has been appointed manager 
of the Aplington Telephone Company. 

LAWRENCE, Kan.—Fred McKinnon, manager of the Home Tele- 
phone Company, has resigned his position with the company to take 
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effect February 1, and will be succeeded by A. B. Clarke of Oska- 
loosa. 

Bow.inc Green, O.—W. H. Moore has been appointed manager 
of the Wood County Telephone Company. 

Ga..rpotis, O.—Mr. Harry Gatewood has assumed the manage- 
ment of the Gallipolis Telephone Company. 

Manuattan, Ill—Mr. Fred Frye has again assumed the man- 
agership of the Manhattan Telephone Company. 

Biue Mounp, Kan.—C. W. Smith, owner of the telephone system 
at this place, is installing a local electric light plant. 

SPOKANE, Wash.—W. J. Mogridge of this city has invented a 
devise for holding the telephone receiver when in use. 

CarRROLL, Ja.—Frank McNally, of Washington, Ia., has been ap- 
pointed manager of the Carroll County Telephone Company. 

Sprinc VAttey, Ill—Dave Burnell has been appointed manager 
of the Bureau County Telephone Company’s system at this place. 

HopkInsviL_e, Ky.—Mr. H. P. McCord has taken charge of the 
management of the Home Telephone Company’s plant at this place. 
_ Danvixte, Ill—Birch E. Baum has been appointed general super- 
intendent of the Vermilion County Telephone Company, with head- 
quarters in this city. 

East Aurora, N. Y.—H. L. Green has resigned his position as 
manager of the East Aurora Telephone Company and will be suc- 
ceeded by J. G. Siger of St. Louis. 

Co_tuMsus, Ind.—William H. G. Butler, manager of the Citi- 
zens’ Telephone Company has resigned his position and will be 
succeeded by J. W. King of Indianapolis. 

Princeton, Ill.—Anson Field, for the past year manager of the 
Bureau County Telephone Company at Ladd, will accept a similar 
position in Princeton after the first of the year. 

Moose Jaw, Assiniboia, Can.—G. V. Reed, superintendent of 
the Moose Jaw electric light plant, has been appointed manager of 
the electric power and telephone system at Kenora, Ont. 

TEXARKANA, Tex.—J. B. King, who for several years has been 
superintendent of the Texarkana Telephone Company, has resigned 
his position and will engage in the newspaper business at Columbus, 
Ohio. 

TerrE Haute, Ind—W. F. Atchison of this city has been 
reappointed manager of the Kinloch Telephone Company’s exchange 
at Alton, Ill., which position Mr. Atchison held for some time 
before coming to Terre Haute. 

Pine Buiurr, Ark.—The Pine Bluff Telephone Company is in- 
stalling cables, and preparing for long distance connections over 
the lines of the Telegraphone Company. Everything will be made 
metallic. The company is- owned and managed locally by Mack 
Hammett. 

Waco, Tex.—The directors of the South Texas Telephone Com- 
pany at a recent meeting elected J. B. Earle, of Waco, Texas, gen- 
eral manager of the Brazos Valley Telephone Company, general 
manager of that company also. This places about two thousand 
miles of line and a dozen or more exchanges under Mr. Earle’s 
care. 

Granp Rapips, Mich—Edmund Land, superintendent of equip- 
ment for the Citizens’ Telephone Company, will leave the service of 
the company in the near future and will start an electrical engi- 
neering company in Chicago, the line of business of the proposed 
company being consulting engineers and the construction of tele- 
phone plants. Mr. Land has been with the Citizens’ company since 
1900 in practically the same capacity. He will be succeeded by H. 
H. Ide, at present his assistant. 





TRANSFERS | 





RutLanp, Ill—The Lostant telephone exchange has been pur- 
chased by F. Z. Ames of Rutland. 

Conpon, Oreg.—The telephone system owned by Louis Doonar 
has been purchased by L. E. Lawrence. 

PLAINFIELD, Wis.—The stock of the Union Telephone Company 
has been acquired by the Almond Telephone Company. 

Appison, Mich—Wm. Greenleaf has purchased the Addison 
telephone exchange and connecting lines of F. A. Saunders. 

Sutpuur, I. T.—The telephone plant at this place has been ac- 
quired by O. O. Spencer and R. S. Goffe, who will improve the sys- 
tem. 

Moran, Kans.—The telephone plant at this place, owned by J. 
O. Thompson, has been purchased by a Mr. Lenhart of Waverly, 
Kans. 

Fayette, Ill—The Fayette Telephone Company has been pur- 
chased by R. E. L. Smith of this place, the consideration being 
$1,818. 

Kitpourn, Wis.—A deal has been consummated whereby the 
Wisconsin Telephone Company has sold its plant to the Inter- 
County Farmers’ Telephone Company for a consideration of $1,300. 
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The old system will be changed from a grounded to a metallic cir- 
cuit. 

Toronto, Ont—The Stark Telephone Power and Light Com- 
pany has purchased the Erindale Power and Telephone Company 
for $47,500. 

KENDALL, Wis.—The telephone system in this village, formerly 
owned by Charles W. T. Heath, has been purchased by the Elroy 
Telephone Company. 

WarrRENTON, Va.—The Warrenton Telephone Company’s plant 
has been purchased by Paul C. Richards, who will make many 
-extensions and improvements. 

Aton, Ia—The Telephone exchange at this place owned by L. 
L. Wilcox has been purchased by Jelle Dystra, who will take pos- 
session ,of same about March I. 


SitverToN, Tex.—The telephone exchange at this place, form 
-erly owned by W. D. Demic has been purchased by J. W. Han- 
cock who will extend and improve the system. 

VERSAILLES, Mo.—The telephone exchange at this place, formerly 
owned by John Brokmeyer, has been purchased by Dresle Brothers 
of Kansas City, the purchase price being $12,500. 

KincMAN, Me.—The local telephone line owned by Edgar 
McFarland and Jerome Butterfield has been purchased by the 
North Benobscot Telephone Company of Bangor. 

Stites, Idaho.—Dr. Alcom has purchased the telephone line be- 
‘longing to the Farmers’ Co-operative line between Lowe and Trim- 
way. The line will be extended to States and Green Creek. 

Orient, Ia.—The Orient Telephone Company has taken pos- 
session of the telephone system at this place, which has formerly 
been owned and operated by the Nevinville Telephone Company 

GLENWooD, Minn.—The Glenwood Telephone Company has been 
purchased by the Minnesota Central Telephone Company, which will 
rebuild the same. The system consists of 225 local and thirty rural 
subscribers. 

MarysviILLE, Kan.—The Marysville Telephone Company, for- 
merly owned by W. W. Hutchinson, has passed into the hands of 
Marysville capitalists. James Morris has been appointed superin- 
tendent of the company. 

GaFFney, S. C—The Gaffney Telephone Company has sold its 
property and franchises to the Piedmont Telephone and Telegraph 
Company of Gastonia, N. C. 

Moose Lake, Minn.—Hugo Wickstrom, representing the Con- 
solidated Telephone Company, has completed negotiations for the 
purchase of the Moose Lake telephone system and the company now 
controls both lines in Moose Lake and Barnum. 

Pana, Ill—The Christian County Telephone Company has 
closed a deal whereby it has come into possession of the Edin- 
burg Telephone Company’s exchange for a consideration of $35,000, 
the new owners assuming charge February 1. 

St. Josepu, Ill—The telephone system at this place has been 
purchased by L. C. Schwerdtfeger of Lincoln, who will have con- 
trol of the business in the future. The transfer includes all appara- 
tus and the ninety-nine year lease of the building in which the 
exchange is located. 

Etcin, Minn.—The Elgin Telephone Company has pzssed into 
the hands of the Greenwood Prairie Telephone Company of Plain- 
view, which operates exchanges at Plainview, Elgin, Millville, Kel- 
logg and Wabasha and has 1,000 telephones in service. Andrew 
French is manager of the system. 





Scott, O—The local telephone exchange, consisting of about 
one hundred and fifty telephones, has been purchased by James W. 
Miller, formerly superintendent of the Van Wert Home Telephone 
Company, and Frank Miller. It is the purpose of the new owners 
to make a number of improvements and extensions. 


Hererorp, Tex.—After negotiations covering a period of more 
than three months, the Hereford telephone plant has been sold to 
Claude J. Bain of Trenton, Mo. Mr. Bain is a prominent attorney 
of Trenton and is president of the telephone company of that 
city. The wires will be placed in cables in all parts of the city. 


SuHeELpon, Il].—A deal has. been closed whereby S. W. Holloway 
of Sheldon becomes the owner of the Bundy telephone lines with an 
exchange at Iroquois. There are 256 telephones on the line, with 
200 miles of wire and 100 miles of poles. The number of sub- 
scribers will be increased, as many applications are now on hand. 


Mr. Stertinc, Ky.—A. J. Wilson of Rochester, Ky., has pur- 
chased of the Howe Realty and Financial Company of Kansas City 
the stock of the East Kentucky Telephone and Telegraph Company 
of this city. Mr. Wilson also secured the line at Owingville, Clay 
City, Morehead and Beattyville. The consideration is about $11.600. 


Ausurn, Neb.—J. C. Killarney, president of the Auburn Tele- 
phone Company has sold a controlling interest in the company to 
the following representative business men of the city: H. A. Lam- 
ber, G. E. Codington, E. Ferneau, E. M. Boyd, L. R. Young, H. E. 
Furlong, W. W. Harris, R. C. Boyd and S. W. Eustice. Plans and 


specifications had been previously prepared for the installation of a 
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new multiple board and cable plant and it is the intention of the 
new owners to carry forward the work as previously planned, which 
will cost approximately $15,000. 


CuILLicoTHE, Mo.—The Missouri and Kansas Telephone Com- 
pany has withdrawn from Chillicothe, turning its business over to 
the People’s Telephone Company, a corporation with local 
stockholders. All business going over the Missouri and Kansas 
lines will be handled by the People’s company and the former com- 
pany will no longer have an office here. 

Pana, Ill—The Christian County Telephone Company has 
changed hands, Jones & Winter of Chicago having sold their inter- 
ests to local parties. The new stockholders are Ben Beckenheimer, 
Warren Penwell, O. E. Penwell, John M. Kuhn, Julius Broehl, F. 
J. Eberspacher, Louis Schilerbach, F. W. Howell and G. W. San- 
ders. H.W. Johnson, J. C. McBride and W. S. Rigley of Taylor- 
ville are also interested in the system. . . 


CotumsBiA City, Wash.—The control of the local Citizens’ Tele- 
phone Company has past into the hands of the Independent Tele- 
phone Company of Seattle. The local system will be maintained 
as of old, with E. A. Marsh as manager. The new owners will 
make a number of extensive improvements. A 100-line trunk cable 
will be strung to Columbia at once and the line will probably be 
extended to Renton in the near future. 
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Wooster, Ohio.—Marcus Van Nest of this city has been ap- 
pointed receiver for the United Telephone & Switchboard Company 
6f Orrville. : 

RAavENNA, O.—Harvey C. Nichols of Hiram has begun suit 
against the Portage County Telephone Company for $10,000 dam- 
ages for injuries claimed to have been sustained by tripping over a 
fallen wire. 


Paris, Ill—The suit of James C. Vance against the Wabash 
Valley Telephone Company for $3,000 damages for injuries sus- 
tained while in the employ of the company, has been eompromised 
in the circuit court for $800 


Fort Wayne, Ind.—The Home Telephone Company has filed a 
mortgage for $250,000, replacing the old mortgage which the trans- 
fer of the bonds made necessary. The new mortgage makes the 
Tri-State Trust Company the trustee. The transfer of bonds has 
reached about 85 per cent of the whole. 


Pui1o, [l.—J. R. Thickson and other stockholders of the Philo- 
Fairland Telephone Company have brought suit in the circuit court 
of Urbana to dissolve the concern and to have the property of the 
company sold and the proceeds divided among the stockholders. It 
is charged that the affairs of the company are being mismanaged. 
The company was organized in December, 1900, and incorporated in 
January, 19006. 

Ciayton, Mo.—The Suburban Telephone Company, which was 
organized at Clayton by a number of St. Louis county capitalists, 
and later sold to the Kinloch Telephone Company of St. Louis, 
has filed a deed of trust on its property in the county securing 
bonds to the amount of $600,000. The bonds draw 5 per cent in: 
terest and are dated May 1, 1906, due May 1, 1936. The deed is 
given to the Mississippi Valley Trust Company as trustee. 

New York, N. Y.—Judge Davis of the Supreme Court has ap- 
pointed Charles M. Meyers and Edward M. Colie auxiliary receivers 
for the property in this state of the Telephone, Telegraph and 
Cable Company of America, of 100 Broadway, and fixed their bond 


at $10,000. They were zppointed receivers in New Jersey in April 
last. The assets in this state consist of claims and rights of action 


which can only be collected by actions brought about in the courts 
of the state, of face value $925,562, but of unknown actual value. 

Lincotn, Neb.—Representative Whitman has introduced a bill 
requiring any incorporated telephone company doing business in the 
state of Nebraska to connect its lines with the lines of any other in- 
corporated telephone company in any city or any village where 
such telephone company has now or may hereafter establish a public 
telephone station, and to provide the necessary switchboard and 
other apparatus necessary to connect the two lines for the trans- 
mission of messages over both. All of which, of course, is governed 
by certain provisions. 


Lockport, N. Y.—Manager H. W. Shannon of the Lockport 
Home Telephone Company has notified the city authorities that an 
order of the Supreme Court has been handed down reducing the 
company’s franchise valuation from $22,000 to $17,820. The com- 
pany claimed the valuation was excessive and took the matter to 
the courts. The order has also been served on the State Tax 
Commissioners at Albany. The company has paid its taxes under 
protest on the original assessment and hzs requested the city for 
reimbursement on the difference. 


GREENFIELD, Ind.—The $15,000 damage suit of Mrs. Himes of 
Greenfield against the Indianapolis and Eastern Interurban Rail- 
way Company, and the Hannah Jackson Telephone Company, re- 
sulted in a verdict for $6,000 in her favor. A similiar suit is pend- 
ing by her husband, William Himes. This action was based upon 
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the fact that when attempting to use their telephone, it was found 
so heavily charged with electricity, that he could not release his 
grip. Mrs. Himes went to his assistance and both were badly 
burned. It is said the trouble was due to the telephone wire com- 
ing in contact with the trolley wire. 

Jerrerson City, Mo.—Representative Noyes of Kansas City has 
introduced a bill into the legislature which provides that as many 
telephone companies as may be in the various cities of a state must 
establish exchanges which will connect with all telephone systems. 
By the provisions of the bill a subscriber may, upon depositing $50 
with the company or companies, other than the one whose telephone 
he is using, secure a connection with the telephones of the other 
companies at 3 cents per message, lasting not more than three min- 
utes. Should any company violate the provisions of the bill it 
would be liable to a fine of from $5 to $50 for each and every 
offense. 

Owensporo, Ky.—The Cumberland Telephone Company has se- 
cured control of the country lines of the Home Telephone Com- 
pany operating in Davies and adjoining counties, thus cutting off 
the service of the Home company with the surrounding ceuntry. 
To prevent such occurrences in the future a movement will be 
started to have the legislature make all telephone companies com- 
mon carriers and require them to connect their exchanges and toll 
lines with all other telephone exchanges and lines so that the mes- 
sage of any telephone user, whether of a competing company, or 
otherwise, may be transmitted to any point reached by the wires of 
any company, a division of the toils to be pro-rated as is now 
done by railroads, express and telegraph companies. 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa.—The liabilities of stockholders to the stock 
of the Telephone, Telegraph and Cable Company for the full 
amount of their subscriptions is to be tested in the courts, and suits 
have been filed by Sidney Young, attorney for J. Wilson Bayard, the 
auxiliary receiver for this state, against a number of prominent 
stockholders to test the question. Those sued included William 
Maloney, A. Lowden Snowden, William Henderson, Joseph B. 
McCall, A. D. and W. P. Fell, Ervin & Co., Chandler Bros. & Co., 
Edward Maloney, Andrew P. Maloney, James F. Welsh, Frank S. 
McManus, H. C. Lucas, Franklin S. Harris, L. S. Filbert, Henry 
Clay, Thomas J. Budd, E. D. Mullen, J. Morton Fultz, P. J. Filbert, 
William McLean, jr., Isaac D. Hetzell, W. C. L. Eglin, Kennedy 
Crosson, William D. Conover, jr., Frank B. Ball, Louis Wagner, 
Harry J. Ferner, H. G. Keppler and James Gay Gordon. 

St. JosepH, Mo.—Application for a receiver for the Citizens’ 
Telephone Company has been filed in the circuit court by Rice 
McDonald. The suit is directed against the telephone company ané 
the United States Trust Company of Kansas City. The plaintiff 
states that a $100,000 bond was authorized by the Citizens’ com- 
pany in 1894, and that a deed of trust was given to the United 
States Trust Company to secure the bonds. Although authorized 
to issue $100,000 in bonds, only $67,000 were issued. McDonald 
recites that he is the owner of bonds of the face value of $12,000. 
He alleges that interest has not been paid on fourteen bonds of the 
face value of $50 each. The company has defaulted in the payment 
of interest, he states, for more than ninety days. The plaintiff asks 
that the mortgage securing the bond issue of 1894 be foreclosed 
and that a receiver be appointed immediately to operate the plant 
during the pendency of the suit. 

Wasuincton, D. C.—Two suits have been instituted in the 
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia by Edward M. Collie 
and Chas. M. Myers as receivers of the Telephone, Telegraph and 
Cable Company of America—one against Amzi L. Barber for 
$12,500 and the other against Ann Augusta Thomas, widow of 
Samuel Thomas, for the sum of $25,000. In the declaration filed by 
attorneys Brandenburg & Brandenburg it is charged that the cor- 
poration, organized under the laws of the state.of New Jersey, had 
a capital stock of $30,000,000 and was thereafter reduced to $9,000,- 
000, made up of 600,000 shares of the par value of $15 per share. 
The declaration further charges that Mr. Barber purchased 2,500 
shares of the capital stock, for which he paid $10 per share, and suit 
is now brought by the receivers to recover the sum of $12,500, being 
the difference between the amount actually paid and the par value 
of the stock purchased by him. In the suit against Mrs. Thomas it 
is charged that she purchased 5,000 shares of the stock of the par 
value of $75,000, while she actually paid $50,000, and the difference 
is now being claimed by the receivers, pursuant to a call made by the 


directors. 


- 


ELKHART, Ind.—The Home Telephone Company has paid a 
semi-annual dividend of 21% per cent. 

Atpany, N. Y.—The Albany Home Telephone Company has 
declared a quarterly dividend of 1 per cent. 

Mippteton, Idaho.—The Star Independent Telephone Company 
of this place has declared a 12 per cent dividend. 

Cotumrus. O.—At a meeting of the board of directors of the 
Columbus Citizens’ Telephone Company the regular quarterly divi- 
dend of 114 per cent was declared on the capital stock of the com- 
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pany, and the regular quarterly dividend of 114 per cent on the stock 
of the Franklin County Telephone Company. 

_ New Castie, O.—The New Castle Telephone Company has 
increased its capital stock from $5,000 to $10,000. 

; HILtsporo, Ill—The People’s Mutual Telephone Company has 
increased its capital stock from $10,000 to $15,000. 

Atwoop, Ill_—The Atwood Mutual Telephone Company has voted 
to increase its capital stock from $9,000 to $12,000. 

_ Pana, Ill—The Christian County Telephone Company will 
increase its capital stock from $160,000 to $200,000. 

Lanpis Store, Pa.——The Mountain Telephone Company will 
declare a dividend of 3 per cent to its stockholders. 

Troy, N. Y.—The Commercial Union Telephone Company re- 
cently declared a semi-annual dividend of 3 per cent. 

Nortuwoop, Ia—The Northwood Telephone’ Company has de- 
clared a 7 per cent dividend on last year’s business. 

Ricumonp, Ind—The Richmond Home Telephone Company 
has increased its capital stock from $150,000 to $400,000. 

SewarpD, Neb.—The Seward County Telephone Company con- 
templates increasing its capital stock from $50,000 to $100,000. 

MonMourTH, Me.—The Lewiston, Greene & Monmouth Tele- 
phone Company has increased its capital stock from $10,000 to $50,- 
000. 

CuEtseA, Vt.—The Orange County Telephone Company at a 
recent meeting voted to increase its capital stock from $25,000 to 
$35,000. 

Corsicana, Tex.—The Corsicana Telephone Company has filed 
an amendment to its charter increasing its capital stock from $50,0¢o 
to $100,000. 

CuiprewA Fats, Wis.—At a meeting of the stockholders of 
the Chippewa County Telephone Company a cash dividend of 7 per 
cent was declared. 

Fort Wayne, Ind.—The Home Telephone Company of this city 
has declared a 2 per cent semi-annual dividend. The capital stock 
of the company is $250,000. 

Etx Mounp, Wis.—The Elk Mound Telephone Company has 
declared a dividend of 10 per cent this year, an increase of 4 per 
cent over that of last year. ; 

GenEvA, O.—The Madison Telephone Company has declared a 
semi-annual dividend of 3 per cent. C. W. Devoe of Conneaut has 
been elected president of the company. 

BELLEFONTE, Pa.—The Bald Eagle Telephone Company, com- 
posed of Centre and Clinton county capitalists, and which has been 
in operation six months, has declared a 3 per cent dividend. 

PuLLMAN, IIl—The Washburn Telephone Company has declared 
a dividend of 10 per cent, which shows the company to be in a 
flourishing condition. Mr. J. O. Nay is manager of the company. 

Ursana, O.—The Urbana Telephone Company has declared the 
sual three per cent semi-annual dividend. The company is con- 
sidering the advisability of installing an automatic switchboard in 
the local exchange. 

Creston, Ia.—At a meeting of the directors of the Creston Mut- 
ual Telephone Company it was decided to declare the annual divi- 
dend of six per cent and also to advance the wages of the employes 
of the company Io per cent. 

GREENSBURG, Ind.—At the recent annual meeting of the stock- 
holders of the Decatur County Independent Telephone Company 
the financial statement for the past year showed total receipts of 
$20,416.45 and expenditures of $14,448.62. 

Cuicaco, Ill—The Automatic Electric Company recently de- 
clared its regular quarterly dividend of 2 per cent on $5,000,000 


‘capital stock. This is the seventeenth disbursement and makes over 


$1,500,000 distributed among the stockholders. 

LovuIsvILLE, Ky.—At a meeting of the board of directors of the 
Home Telephone Company the regular quarterly dividend of one 
per cent was declared. The dividends will amount to $13,100. The 
company was reported in excellent condition, both physically and 
financially. 


SPOKANE, Wash.—A mortgage for $500,000 has been given by 
the Interstate Telephone Company to the Spokane and Eastern 
Trust Company. It is to run 20 years and bear 6 per cent interest. 
The Spokane and Eastern is trustee under the bond issue and may 
take over some of the bonds. 


Burr Oak, Mich.—The Southern Michigan Telephone Company 
has voted to increase its capital stock from $300,000 to $1,000,000. 
The increase over and above the $300,000 is to be held as treasury 
stock, and the proceeds from sale of same to be used for improve- 
ments and extensions of the system. 


Wuee.tnc, W. Va.—The board of directors of the Nationa 
Telephone Company at a recent meeting declared a stock dividend 
of 20 per cent, payable at once. The board also fixed March 15 and 
August 15 as the semi-annual dividend periods, and on and after 
that date cash dividends of 3 per cent will be paid. The company 1s 
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planning the expenditure of a large sum of money for improve- 
ments. A contract has been closed for $75,000 feet of cable for 
Steubenville, O., and work will be started at once on the under- 
ground system in that city. The company will move into its new 
quarters in this city about the first of February. 


Hamitton, O.—The directors of the Hamilton Home Telephone 
Company recently authorized the issue and sale of $30,000 of its 6 
per cent preferred stock and the entire issue has been taken. The 
company has gained over 500 subscribers during the past year and 
is now behind with its orders for new telephones. 


GranpD Rapips, Mich.—The directors of the Citizens’ Telephone 
Company have declared the thirty-eighth consecutive quarterly divi- 
dend of 2 per cent. The company now has about 2,200 stockhold- 
ers, of whom 431 were added during the past year. The number of 
telephones -now in operation from the Grand Rapids exchange is 
8,301. 

Butternut, Mich—The Farmers’ Exchange Telephone Com- 
pany, a local Independent company operating in Montcalm county, 
recently held its annual meeting at the home office in Vickeryville, 
at which time the stockholders voted to increase the capital stock 
from $2,000 to $12,000. The number of directors was increased from 
three to five. 

Monroe, Wis.—At a meeting of the directors of the Monroe 
Telephone Company a dividend of 3 per cent to stockholders on 
earnings of the past six months was declared. An amount equal to 
the 3 per cent dividend was placed in the replacement fund and 
several hundred dollars is left in undivided profit. There are 
about 540 telephones in service in the system. 

Rocxrorp, I1l.—John H. Camlin, secretary of the Home Telephone 
Company, has paid $595.07 to the city clerk as the city’s two per 
cent of the gross earnings of the company during the year, the 
total earnings sworn to by the secretary after the deduction of the 
interurban service report being something over $24,000. The Home 
franchise is the only one yielding the city a revenue. 

Warren, N. H.—The Bakers’ River Telephone Company has 
increased its capital stock and the company will extend its lines as 
soon as the weather permits. The manager reports five times the 
subscribers that the company had a year ago, and good prospects 
for the future. This company operates a common battery plant in 
Plymouth, which it claims has the best telephone equipment of any 
town of its size in the New England states. 

Paris, Ill—The Indiana Telephone & Telegraph Company of 
Dana, Ind., has filed a trust deed in the office of the circuit clerk 
to secure a bond issue of $50,000 given to the Mercantile Bond and 
Trust Company of Chicago. The Dana line connects at Chrisman 
with the Paris telephone lines and it is understood that the object 
of securing such a large loan is for the improvement of the Indiana 
Telephone & Telegraph Company’s system, which will be of benefit 
to Paris people. 

Fort Wayne, Ind—The Home Telephone Company is trans- 
ferring the old bonds for new bonds, authorized to be issued at the 
annual meeting of the company. The new issue bears the same rate 
of interest and totals $220,000, but the bonds are redeemable at the 
expiration of ten years at the option of the company at whatever 
premium rate may then be commauided by the market. Practically 
all of the bondholders have signified their willingness to accept the 
new securities at an even trade. 

Paris, Ill—The Wabash Telephone Company, which is owned by 
the Kinloch interests of St. Louis, has given notice of a stockhold- 
ers’ meeting, to be held early in February at Marshall, Ill., at which 
time the question of removing the headquarters to this city will be 
voted upon. At the same time will be submitted a proposition to 
increase the capital stock from $125,000 to $400,000, with an issue 
of bonds to a corresponding amount, for the purpose of carrving 
out improvements and extensions now in contemplation. 

Kenton, O.—At a recent meeting of the directors of the Kenton 
Telephone Company the usual quarterly dividend was declared. 
Steps were taken towards the installation of a new switchboard. 
The yearly statement showed satisfactory progress and the com- 
pany to be in good financial condition. The improvements con- 
templated by the company, which will mean an expenditure of 
about $20,000, will probably be made within a comparatively short 
time. The installation of the new switchboard will give the sys- 
tem a capacity of six thousand telephones. 


Newark, O.—The directors of the Newark Telephone Company 
have ordered the payment of a 2 per cent quarterly dividend on 
common stock and 3 per cent semi-annual dividend on preferred 
stock. The company now has about 2,800 telephones in service and 
Manager C. E. Hollander has been instructed to increase the 
capacity of the switchboard to enable the company to install a total 
of 3,500 telephones. This company, made up largely of Newark 
people, some of the preferred stock being owned by parties in 
Columbus and other cities of Ohio, has had a phenomenal growth, 
and the demand for its service continues. It now has a telephone 
for every ten inhabitants of the city. 


CLEVELAND, O.—The November statement of the Cuyahoga 


Telephone Company shows an increa‘e of $¢,172.07, or over 17.1 per 
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cent, over November, 1905, while operating expenses only increased 
$1,092.69, or 3 per cent. Since, on the face of the statement, operat- 
ing expenses for the month amounted to 50 per cent of earnings, 
which latter item increased 17.1 per cent and operating expenses 
only increased 3 per cent, the company really saved 5.5 per cent for 
the month. With the item of $7,180.50 set aside for the payment of 
the dividend on the preferred stock, the company shows $5,766.88 
set aside for the common stock, an increase in the surplus standing 
for the same month a year ago of 90 per cent. 
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Wuee.inc, W. Va.—The National Telephone Company will in- 
stall new equipment in its new offices. 

Coto Sprinc, Minn.—A new telephone exchange has recently 
been opened at this place with fifty subscribers. 

Lone Beacu, Cal.—Additional switchboards will be installed by 
the Union Home Telephone Company in this city. 

Dowaaiac, Mich.—Lyman Rogers and others are considering 
the establishment of an Independent telephone line. 


New AmsterpAM, Ind.—The citizens of this place recently held 
a meeting for the purpose of organizing a telephone company. 


CrystaL City, Man.—The Louise Telephone Company now has 
200 telephones in use. U. S. Jory is secretary of the company. 
. Nacocpocues, Tex.—The office of the South Texas Telephone 
Company at this place was recently completely destroyed by fire. 
Pitot Grove, Mo.—The telephone exchange of the Enterprise 
| naa Company at Pleasant Green was recently destroyed by 
re. 


Granp Junction, Ia—The Mutual Telephone Company, recently 
organized, has proven a success and the stockholders are well 
pleased. 

Cotumpsia City, Ind—The Whitley County Telephone Company 
has extended its line to Arcola, where an exchange will probably be 
established. 

Lirtte Rocx, Ark.—The Arkansas Independent Telephone As- 
sociation will hold its meeting in the Hotel Marion in this city 
February 18. 

Mr. Vernon, Ill.—The Coatsburg Telephone Company, with 
headquarters at this place, has decided to divide the line and form 
two companies, 


MonroE, Mich.—W. C. Sterling & Sons have been awarded the 
contract to furnish the Home Telephone Company of Detroit with 
5,000 telephone poles. 

WASHINGTON, Pa.—Preliminary plans for the organization of 
the Farmers’ Mutual Telephone Company in Western Washington 
county, have been formed. 


GAINESVILLE, Ga.—The Wooley’s Ford Farmers’ Telephone Com- 
pany, of which A. J. Julian is president and J. M. McClure secretary, 
will soon be ready for service. 

Mankato, Minn.—The Mankato Citizens’ Telephone Company 
has about exhausted its present switchboard capacity of 1,250 and 
has placed an order for a new section. 


Biue Hii, Nebr.—The Glenwood Telephone Company recently 
held a meeting to consider the matter of purchasing a new switch- 
board as the one at present in use is too small. 


NortHFIELp, Minn.—Municipal ownership of telephones was 
defeated by a vote of 223 to 78 on a proposition to bond the city 
for $25,000 in order to install a telephone system. 


Spiritwoop, N. D—A local telephone service has been installed 
by the Mutual Electric Construction Company. It is the intention 
to extend the service in all directions in the spring. 


HouGHTON, Mich.—A movement is on foot in Houghton looking 
toward the organiaztion of an Independent telephone company, to 
compete in the local field with the Michigan Telephone Company. 

_Lincotn, Neb.—The_ State Independent Telephone Association 
will soon distribute an Independent telephone directory, which it is 
claimed will contain the names of 42,000 Independent telephone 
users, 

Lincotn, Neb.—Reports for 1906 show a year of phenomenal 
growth for the Independent telephone movement. The new state 
directory of Independent telephone subscribers will contain 42,000 
names. 


Leo, Ind.—Kloppenstein Brothers, owners of the Leo Indepen- 
dent Home Telephone Company, are building rural lines in all 
directions and thoroughly covering their territory and adjoining 
villages. 

Farco, N. D—The North Dakota Independent Telephone Com- 
pany, which has been refused admission to Fargo for toll line serv- 
ice contemplates making a toll station at the city limits for service 
to this city. 

MassiLon, O.—The business of the Massilon Telephone Company 
for the past year has been excellent and the company looks forward" 
to another year of increased business. Many important changes are:: 
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anticipated in the company’s lines. Improvements are contemplated 
which will practically replace the present with new inside and out- 
side equipment. 

Vicror, Mont.—A, P. Williamson and T. FE. Combs, farmers in 
the vicinity of Victor, are interested in the promotion of a rural 


telephone system, with a central office at Victor znd one at Stevens- 
ville. 
Benton, Ill—The Stamper Union Telephone Company has 


leased its system in Franklin county to the Ohio and Mississippi 
Valley ‘telephone Company for a period of five years, with the 
privilege of buying 

CALEDONIA, Ont.—Steps are being taken toward the organization 
of an Independent telephone company to operate in Caledonia and 
the surrounding country. It is quite probable that the same will be 
organized at an early date. 

ZANESVILLE, O.—The city council has passed an ordinance requir- 
ing the Zanesville Telephone and Telegraph Company to remove its 
poles from Fountain square. ‘The company is ordered either to 
remove its wires or place them in conduits. 

Peorta, Ill.—The Interstate Telephone and Telegraph Company 
has paid into the city treasury $1,c0o for the year 1906, the first 
amount of this sort the city has collected on the ordinance that gave 
the telephone company its existence in this city. 

Manpban, N. D.—The Mandan Telephone Company will be re- 
organized and an entire new system will be installed. It is esti- 
mated that the proposed improvements will cost about $8,000, and 
will include the latest and most improved equipment. | 

Suawneeg, Okla.—On account of a threatened raise in price by 
the Pioneer Telephone Company, the government has ordered all 
telephones at the Shawnee Indian schools and-other offices here cut 
out and will build a private line from the schools to the city. 

SHEBOYGAN, Wis.—At a meeting of the directors of the Citizens’ 
Telephone Company it was decided to raise the rates from $1.50 to 
$2.75 for residence telephones and business telephones from $2.50 to 
$2.75 per month, for Sheboygan. The company will also greatly 
improve its system. 

Van Buren, Ind.—Charles Wright and D. E. M. Peekman, man- 
agers of the local Independent telephone system, have just com- 
pleted extensive improvements on the same. The old return system 
has been discarded and a new metallic system substituted, using 
cables and new leads. 

HotLaNnp, Mich..—Manager W. H. Orr of the Citizens’ ‘Telephone 
Company announces that the automatic system will be installed 
in this place. ‘The local exchange has at present 870 telephones in 
use, and recent orders have not been filled, the switchboards being 
taxed to their capacity. 

ConpeN, Minn.—The Cobden Telephone Company is about to 
close another successful year’s business. A crew is now engaged in 
putting up new lines south of this place and when completed the 
company will have 100 telephones in service. A good dividend is 
being paid the stockholders. 

BLooMFIELD, Ind.—The New Home 
Bloomfield is redeeming its bonds at par value. This company has 
been very successful and will soon be free of debt. Arrangements 
are being made to enlarge the capacity of the exchange and ex- 
tend the lines in the spring. 
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SpoKANE, Wash.—A farmers’ telephone line has just been com- 
pleted from Colville to Echo, Wash, north of Spokane, and an ex- 
change will be installed at Echo. Stevens county in which this line 


is situated is developing rapidly and next summer should see an 
independent system in operation. 

Ri ge Ind—Superintendent Bailey of the Richmond Home 
Telephone Company has had so many inquiries relative to his 
concrete telephone poles that he has deemed it advisable to patent 
it and has filed his application. He predicts that in time the con- 
crete pole-will be in universal use. 

VickspurG, Miss.—Mr. C. G. Mass, representing a number of 
citizens, is circulating a petition for subscribers to a proposed tele- 
phone company. Mr. Mass says that if he can secure three hundred 
persons who will subscribe for two years to the new company the 
proposed organization will be assured. 

PULLMAN, Wash.—After a month’s trial the Farmers’ Tele- 

phone Company of Pullman has decided it will not consolidate with 
the Pacific States Telephone & Telegraph Company. The two 
central stations have been disconnected and will be operated as 
before the temporary connection was made. 
Ark.—A number of prominent farmers residing north of 
this place are considering the question of installing an Independent 
rural telephone system. It is hoped to eventually cover the entire 
county, but at present it is being agitated in the territory bounded 
by Rogers, Bentonville, Pea Ridge, Garfield, Avoca, anl Bright- 
water. 

AuburRN, Cal.—An enthusiastic meeting of the subscribers on the 
Ione Star and Wolf farmers’ telephone lines was held recently. 
W. C. Peaslee presented the report of the committee on by-laws 
appointed at a recent meeting. Che name of the company is to be 
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the Star Telephone Company, and the following officers were elected 
to serve until the first annual meeting, which will be held in April: 
President, Ed Gassaway; secretary, W. C. Peaslee; vice-president. 
Herman Oost; treasurer, William Cramer; assistant secretary, Ed 
Ridinger. 

CARBONDALE, Pa.—The Consolidated Telephone Company has 
closed a lease with the Anthracite Telephone Company of Forest 
City, and a traffic agreement with the Rochester Telephone Com- 
pany. This will enable the Keystone and other Independent lines 
in Philadelphia and eastern Pennsylvania to connect with Buffalo 
and all points in western New York state. 

FortviL_e, Ind.—The Fortville telephone plant is in a fine condi- 
tion. ‘There are 150 connections in this place and enough in the 
country to make the direct connections 1,500 telephones, and the 
company is not able to take care of more applicants. The service is 
first class. The officers of the company are: President, M. S. 
Walker; secretary and treasurer, J. M. Chappell. 

Hamitton, O.—At the beginning of the present year the Hamil- 
ton Home Telephone Company had a total of 3,018 telephones in 
use in this city, a net gain during the year of 471. During the 
month of December the net gain was 47 in the city and 11 in the 
country. The company is planning to make important extensions 
during the year, work on which will begin with the opening of 
spring. 

WINNIPEG, Man., Can.—Manitoba by an overwhelming vote, 
has declared for government ownership of long distance telephone 
lines and municipal ownership of local exchanges. R. P. Roblin, 
premier of Manitoba, states that he has already instructed the pub- 
lic works department to order supplies for the construction of 
1,000 miles of telephone lines which will be commenced as soon as 
possible. 

Arpmore, I. T.—The Chickasaw Telephone Company of this city 
has just completed one of the most complete telephone exchanges in 
the southwest and has moved into same. The company, which has 
its headquarters in this city, has just expended about a quarter 
million dollars in the past six months on improvements here and on 
long distance lines leading out of Ardmore. The central energy 
system has been installed. 

Macome, Ill.—The question of connecting all of the farmers’ 
lines of this county with a central in this city is being agitated. 
T. J. Dudman, who has a franchise for a telephone line which he 
secured from the farmers’ line of Colchester and on which he has 
been working to establish a separate system on the basis of free 
exchange, has offered to donate the franchise to the farmers’ lines 
if they will come to this city. 

Pertu Ampoy, N. J.—The Perth Amboy Conduit Company has 
just completed the conduits in the streets of Perth Amboy for the 
Hudson and Middlesex Telephone and Telegraph Company. The 
telephone company is now in the market for a 1,000-line central 
energy switchboard to replace the present magneto system. During 
the coming year it is expected that all the overhead lines will be 
changed to underground cables. 

SpoKANE, Wash.—The Home Telephone Comeery is to have 
long distance connection between Spokane and Pacific Coast points. 
Arrangements have been made with the Puget Sound Telephone 
Company by which the Spokane branch will be connected with 
points on the coast from Seattle to San Francisco. It is expected 
that long distance connection with points in Idaho and Montana will 
be secured through the Interstate Telephone Company. 

BELLINGHAM, Wash.—The Farmers’ Mutual Telephone Com- 
pany, which began business about eighteen months ago, now has a 
total of about seven hundred telephones on its system. It has two 
trunk lines connecting with Bellingham from country towns and a 
third is being built from Lynden. A line from Ferndale to Laurel 
and Shettlers Corners will be built and it is expected that a line 
will be run to Maple Falls. Patrons are said to be well pleased 
with the service. 

LANSING, Mich.—It is understood an effort will be made to 
amend the tax laws of the state by piacing telephone and telegraph 
companies on the same basis as the railroads and express com- 
panies for taxation purposes. State officers who have the taxation 
matters in hand believe that the taxation system should be uniform, 
and the telephone and telegraph companies are now about the only 
ones paying specific taxes. It is proposed to have all companies 
taxed on their property holdings. 


PitrspurG, Pa.—President J. G. Splane of the Pittsburg and 
Allegheny - no i Company denies a report that a majority of 
the stock of the compary is to pass to any other interest. He also 

states that the report that the company has sold its franchise in 
W ashington county to the State Mutual company is also incorrect. 
The two companies will build a plant at that city and have a joint 
arrangement, as well as the National Telephone Company of Wheel- 
ing. This arrargement will open the lower southwest portion of 
the state to the P. & A. system. 

SHERIDAN, Wyo.—Among the improvements of interest to Sheri- 
dan and Sheridan county people is the probable entry of a private 
telephone company into this field. A proposition of this nature, 
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which also includes a line reaching across the Big Horn mountains 
and connecting with the towns of Cloverly, Shell, Coburn, Crystal, 
Kane, Iona, and Lovell, has been under consideration by outside 
parties quite recently, and the Lovell connection with the Waters 
Independent lines leads to the belief that Ira Waters or capitalists 
whom he has interested are financing the project. Mr. Waters 1s 
cashier of the State bank of Lovell and has sufficient influence with 
moneyed men to enable him to carry out any such plan that he may 
have. 


Pitrspurc, Pa.—Details for beginning construction work on the 
new Pittsburg-Philadelphia Independent telephone trunk line have 
about been completed and actual work will begin as soon as the 
weather will permit. The American Union Telephone Company, 
which was formed about three months ago by the consolidation of 
the Independent lines of Pennsylvania and adjoining states, has 
purchased more than $350,000 worth of material and equipment for 
the new line and for the improvements of the systems at Lancas- 
ter, Harrisburg, Altoona, Erie and New Castle. 

Wicuita, Kans.—A new device which has been invented by D. 
C. Wolfe of Lyons, Kans., to be used on railroads, making it 
possible for engineers on different trains to communicate with each 
other, thus preventing wrecks, by collisions, has been on exhibition 
in this city. No attempt has been made by Mr. Wolfe to put his 
invention into practical use. It was for this purpose that he ex- 
hibited the model in this city. It is stated that Eugene Moriarty 
of the Santa Fe; H. D. McVay, superintendent of the Independent 
Telephone Company, and others in this city will form a company 
to exploit the invention and endeavor to get it adopted on the 
railroad lines of the country. 

WasHINGTON, Ind.—The Central Union Telephone Company, 
through E. S. Campbell, of Terre Haute, district superintendent of 
this territory, and Edgar S. Bond, of Indianapolis, division contract- 
ing agent, has submitted a proposition to vacate the Washington 
field to the Daviess County Home Telephone Company, if the 
Home Company will agree to permit the Central Union to connect 
its toll lines with the Home lines, thus making a universal telephone 
system for Washington. If the Home Company does not agree to 
this proposition a telephone war is likely to follow. The Central 
Union has but few telephones in this city, but its toll business is 
heavy, while the contrary is true regarding the Hoine Company. 

Torepo, O.—The Bradley syndicate, which last June secured an 
option on $2,500,000 of the stocks and bonds of the Federal Tele- 
phone Company, has closed its deal with the Everett-Moore syndi- 
cate, and the syndicate will be closed up and dissolved at once. 
During the nine or ten months of its existence it has been profit- 
ably conducted and paid the Federal Telephone Company approxi- 
mately $335,000 Cuyahoga common and over $20,000 of Cuyahoga 
preferred and United States bonds. It is quite likely that a syndi- 
cate will shortly be formed by Mr. Brailey, in which the Everett- 
Moore people will be members for the acquiring of additional 
securities owned by the Federal Telephone Company and the Ever- 
ett-Moore syndicate. 

LouIsvILLE, Ky.—An offer has been made to the stockholders of 
the Louisville Home Telephone Company by the Kentucky Tele- 
phone Securities Company to take over the control of the local 
plant and guarantee the payment of a 5 per cent dividend in 24 
per cent semi-annual installments. the first payment to be made 
July 1, 1907. A casi guarantee of $50,000 is to be deposited in a 
trust company of standing to insure the payment of each of the 
dividends. The Kentucky Securities Company is a $1,000,000 cor- 
poration, of which George B. Cox of Cincinnati is president and in 
which Congressman Joseph Rinock of Covington and Appellate 
Judge John M. Lassing are also interested. The Home company 
has been paying dividends for two years, starting at 3 per cent, and 
for the past year has been paying 4 per cent. 

Rocxrorp, IJl—The report of R. H. Gibboney, superintendent 
and manager of the Rockford Home Telephone Company, shows a 
great increase in the business of the company for the past year, 
and suggests numerous improvements and changes for the coming 
year. The company has added nearly 200 telephones during the 
year and has orders for nearly as many more, but the lack of 
material with which to make the connections has handicapped it. 
It is the intention of the companies in Jo Daviess, Stephenson, 
Boone, Ogle, Carroll, Whiteside, and Lee counties to build a copper 
line connecting the county seats of the various counties and at a 
meeting held last month, Mr. Gibboney was appointed one of a 
committee of five which is to make investigations and carry on 
negotiations for the formation of a company to make these connec- 
tions. 

Soutu Benn, Ind.—The South Bend Home Telephone Company 
has just issued its new directory. which shows a total of about 
5,000 telephones in service in the county, a gain of 500 during the 
past year. Of the total number 3,000 are located in South Bend, 644 
at Mishawaka, and in addition fully 1000 rural subscribers connect 
with the exchanges and are operated either through South Bend, 
Mishawaka, Granger, River Park, or New Carlise. The company 
also connects with an additional 1,000 telephones at North Liberty. 
Walkerton, Osceola, Klondike, Lapaz, Teegarden, and Wyatt. The 
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company expects a large increase in business during the coming 
season and has made ample provision for service with that end in 
view. It is arranging to increase the farmer business of the county 
by fully 1,000 telephones and the city list by 500 additional sub- 
scribers. Extensive toll line plans fromulated at the time the local 
corporation was reorganized, are being carried out. Of the $300,000 
appropriated for toll lines, all will be spent within a radius of 
eighty miles of South Bend. 


Ozark, Ark.—The Farmers’ Union of Crawford county, Ark., is 
holding meetings to make arrangemetits to buy 1,000 telephones and 
switchboards sufficient to put one at every cross road and one in 
each town. What is puzzling them most is Van Buren, the county 
seat, which is beyond their capacity, and the only exchange in Van 
Buren is the Bell company. The Bell company realizes that the 
farmers control the situation and that if an Independent company 
should open up in Van Buren it would get 1,000 farmers and the 
town besides. It is considered a good opening for some Inde- 
pendent who has the capital to build and equip a plant. Inde- 
pendent lines covering sixty-five miles pass through Van Buren. 
The whole northwestern part of Arknasas is covered with exchanges 
that can be connected with Van Buren by building a line north on 
the Frisco to Fayetteville. 


Waterloo, Ia.—During the last six months of the year 1906 1,906 
new subscribers were added to the Corn Belt Telephone Company’s 
list. The company was organized in July, 1905, since which time 
3,207 new telephones have been installed. In the Waterloo and 
Cedar Falls exchanges in one year the number of telephones 
increased trom 1,193 to 2,280. During the past twelve months $130,000 
has been invested in improvements. About the middie of February 
a new switchboard costing $20,000 will be installed, which will be 
capable of handling 150 per cent more business than at present is 
enjoyed. During the year it is the intention to perfect improve- 
ments at Oelwein, Independence, and Cedar Falls according to the 
general plan of standardization already adopted; to rebuild the 
Waverly exchange and to perfect the toll lines. The company has 
the assurance of a growth from 1,500 to 2,000 new subscribers dur- 
ing the coming year. 


Hartrorp, Conn.—The Farmington Valley Telephone Company 
has given public notice of its intention to ask the coming General 
Assembly for the right to extend its business into any town in the 
state, which means a renewal of the prolonged fight between the 
Southern New England and Independent concerns. In its petition 
the Farmington Valley company sets forth the fact that its prin- 
cipal office is in New Britain, Farmington, Avon, Canton, Plain- 
ville, Granby, New Hartford and Winchester under its charter and 
that it now asks for a special charter authorizing and empowering 
it to extend its lines into and through and to operate and conduct 
a telephone exchange business in any and all towns in the state 
of Connecticut. This petition if granted virtually means the repeal 
of the present telephone law as far as the Farmington Valley com- 
pany is concerned and would place it on the same footing as the 
Southern New England Telephone Company. 

CotumBia, Pa.—The Columbia Telephone Company, the first 
Independent telephone company to begin business in Lancaster 
county and one of the first in the state of Pennsylvania, has just 
compieted its tenth year, having begun business December 31, 1896, 
with but forty-two subscribers. The company was organized with a 
capital stock of $5,000, and of that amount only $2,500 was sub- 
scribed and but $600 was the amount of cash on hand when the 
business began. The system has grown wonderfully under the 
management of Harry C. Young, who has been the president and 
general manager of the company since its incorporation. The 
demand for telephones was so great that in a short time it was 
necessary to enlarge the exchange. To do this it was necessary to 
increase the capital stock to $75,000, but to-day the system is worth 
$100,000. The company has paid on an average of 6 per cent in 
yearly dividends since the beginning. The system now has over 700 
subscribers, with about eighty miles of lines. The company is con- 
stantly making improvements and adding new equipment to its 
system. 

Fr. Wayne, Ind.—At the regular annual meeting of the stock- 
holders of the Home Telephone Company matters of great finan- 
cial importance to the company were transacted. At the time the 
company was organized the bonds provided that six and one-quar- 
ter per cent should be set aside every year as a sinking fund to 
take up the bonds, but it was found by the company, that in order to 
provide for the steady increase of the business, so much of the earn- 
ings were required that the large annual tribute paid to the re- 
demption fund was a burden. It has been decided therefore, to re- 
fund the bonds without change in the amount ($250,000) or the 
six per cent rate but dating them thirty years ahead. The resolu- 
tion incorporated on the minutes provides that only 2 per cent, 
instead of six and one-quarter shall be set aside for redemptive pur- 
poses for the first ten years and thereafter four per cent. It is also 
provided that after ten years the company may call in the bonds by 
paying a premium graded according to the well-known financial 
rules governing refunding of national and other bonds. It is 
stated that 98 per cent of the bondholders have signed written 
agreements to exchange their holdings for the new issue. 





ITEMS FROM THE RURAL LINE 
DISTRICTS 


Illustrated by O. H. Brandenburg 


Frank Lufkin has a telephone.—South Atwood Correspondence 
Bellows Falls (Vt.) Times. 

The Taylor Telephone Company has just put out some new 
directors.—Angola (Ind.) Herald. ¥ 

The Clio Red Rose telephone line is almost completed.—Brady 
Correspondence, Cambridge (O.) Republican-Press. 

Miss Cora McKinsie, the local telephone operator, spent the 
holidays with her parents over near Fancy Prairie. —IWilliamsville 
(/1l.) Index. 

Atwood B. Hoskins, the Rockdale pigeon fancier, is arranging to 
have a Delaware and Atlantic telephone installed in his home.— 
Chester (Pa.) Times. 

Bert Selser has bought Geo. Bailey’s interest in the Frankfort 
telephone line, having No. 26 on 7.—Pleasant Lawn Correspondence, 
Red Oak (la.) Express. 

The Irving County Telephone Company has been organized at 
Tulsa to ring up twenty-three for the Pioneer company.—Oklahoma 
City (Okla.) Oklahomian, 

Ed Thompson was around repairing the Ringville telephone line 
last Saturday and it is now in good order again.—Ringville Wrin- 
kles in Wellman (Minn.) Tribune. 

The telephone exchange at Sullivan burned to the ground Sun- 
day morning at two o’clock. Mr. A. O. Harrison and two sons, 
who work there, had all their tools burned.—Rantoul (JIl.) News. 


John McCreary came down from Lake Park last Tuesday and 
visited friends here. John now has charge of both the Lake Park 
and Milford telephone lines. That ought to keep him busy.—Spirit 
Lake (lll.) Herald. 

Mrs. Bruce, of Hallock, entertained the ladies of the East EI- 
mira Telephone Co. Thursday eve. Apples, cider, peanuts and 
candy were in order. Gus took a load and all had a good time.— 
Gaylord (Mich.) Herald. 

L. B. Pratt is contemplating putting in a telephone line from 
his place to intersect and hook onto what is called the Baby line; 
we welcome good people on that line—Prairie Queen Correspond- 
ence, Preston (Minn.) Times. 

Fern Snook has resigned his position in charge of the Greene 
County Telephone Company’s central nights and Miss Inis Wood 
has taken up the work. Miss Wood is an experienced operator.— 
Hand Junction (W. Va.) Globe. 

Telephone service has been strictly on the bum of late. It seems 
as though our company is badly in need of a manager who should 
look out for these troubles and make them right.—North Hollow 
Correspondence, Cuba City (Wis.) Herald. 
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That Mr. Williams, the telephone promoter, put up the torn 
down by ice wires on a wager and laid them over, or across, any- 
thing imaginable to be off the ground from turtle and lizard backs 
up to horse and cow tails and even at one place where there lives 
an always fact morning farmer across the swallow-tail part of his 
frock coat flying on the breeze?—Hermann (N. Y.) Courier. 
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A telephone lineman who occupied a room in an Oil City hotel 
was awakened by a fierce nightmare. He saw what appeared to be 
a burglar coming toward him, and without hesitation he grabbed 
the water pitcher and hurled it at the robber. Then he regained 
his senses and learned that he had smashed a fine mirror while 
fighting his shadow.—Meadville (Pa.) Republican, 

The transmitters that the local telephone company will put on 
their phones came, but had to be shipped back to the factory as 
they were the wrong ones; the users of the phones will have to get 
along as best they can.—Pohoico Correspondence, Fremont (Neb.) 
Tribune. 

Jas. B. Wright last week received a letter from a superintendent 
of a telephone company at Kansas City, offering him the foreman- 
ship of a gang of 85 men at a lucrative salary, but thinks he is too 
busy supplying meat to the people of this community to accept.— 
Franklin (I1l.) Times. 

Telephone line 1599 of Sonoma was out of order two hours 
Saturday. The trouble department was notified; a livery rig hired; 
a phone man sent out eight miles through the bitter cold and all 
because two Xmas mouth organs had been laid on top of the tele- 
phone out of reach of noise loving little folks—Albion (Mich.) 
Leader. 

A number of men were engaged the greater part of last week 
straightening up and rebuilding the telephone lines between the 
Scotland Corner and Harmony. If we were superstitious we might 
believe that wire was bewitched, as they used to say in the olden 
times. But no, we do not believe in witchcraft—High Grove Cor- 
respondence, Lanesboro (Minn.) Leader. 

Miss Mame Riley, a popular operator at the Northwestern Tele- 
phone Co., daughter of Timothy Riley, and Earl Goldnetz, son of 
the well known eastside grocer, carried out a successful surprise 
on their friends, who have just discovered that this popular couple 
were united in marriage on the 19th inst. Belated congratulations 
are now being received.—Defiance (O.) Express. 

A gong, telephone pole and telephone at the corner of State 
and Ryder streets, opposite the Litchfield Bank & Trust Co., con- 
stitutes the police headquarters. The big gong has been placed 
midway on the pole and the telephone changed. The gong is an 
excellent one and if your dreams are broken by the loud clanging 
of this gong at night don’t get frightened and think the town is on 
fire as it is the new fangled police call and unless some very deaf 
officer gets on the force they can hear it for many blocks away.— 
Litchfield (Ill.) Monitor. 

We are pleased to state the good news for the Three Lakes 
people that the Oneida-Vilas Co. Telephone Co. is about to arrange 
for the establishment of a day and night exchange at Eagle River 
and that the headquarters will be at Mart Hirzel’s place. This is 
most certainly good news as the Three Lakes people who are with- 
out a doctor and depend on the Eagle River doctors and without 
the telephone and telegraph communication it is a serious problem, 
end the people here were about to send a remonstrance asking for 
day and night service and if this was refused a local company was 
to be formed in putting up a line, when the good news reached 
ae. We hope prompt action will be taken.—Three Lakes (Wis.) 
Advance. 
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